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“The world is a better place because of the opportunity 
you have provided for us. Thank you.”

-Drew
 2019 Transfer Scholarship Recipient



Dear Friends,

It is with great pride that we share our 2019 Transfer Scholarship Impact Book with you. In the pages that follow, you 
will learn about the journeys of our high-achieving NCC graduates who earned a Norwalk Community College Foun-
dation transfer scholarship to a four-year college or university. 

We know it is a rare gift to have a scholarship follow a student to their transfer institution as they work to earn their 
bachelor’s degree. The credit for this impressive and generous funding stream is all due to the foresight and commitment 
of donors who want their investment to help our students reach the highest educational level possible.

NCC Foundation transfer scholarship funding is intended to reduce dependence on loans and help pay for expenses so 
students can work less and complete their degrees more quickly. Our low-mid income students, many of whom are the 
first in their families to attend college, have stretched themselves financially in order to complete their degrees. Most 
NCC students say that they would be unable to afford the cost to complete their undergraduate degrees without the 
financial support provided by our transfer scholarship programs. 

We are pleased to share the personal accomplishments of our transfer students with you. We hope you feel their pride 
and gratitude coming through the pages. With your support, we are transforming lives, one student at a time.

Enjoy!

Carrie Bernier, J.D.                                                                              Catherine Lucia
Executive Director                                                                               Director of Scholarships and Programs
Norwalk Community College Foundation                                  Norwalk Community College Foundation
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Introduction 



Dear Norwalk Community College and Foundation Supporters: 

I am so grateful for the support you provided to the College and Foundation throughout my presidency of 15 years.  
Besides the many millions of dollars you generously gave towards the construction of our Health, Sciences and Wellness 
Center and student scholarships, your support of the President David Levinson LEAP Transfer Scholarship touched my 
soul. 

Although we’ve made incredible headway, there is much that still needs to be done.  Norwalk Community College stu-
dents face many obstacles on the path to reaching their academic and life goals. Our generous transfer scholarships often 
make the difference between staying in school and dropping out.  I am so grateful for the many people who contribut-
ed to the scholarship fund that was named in my honor upon my retirement.  I proudly share the achievements of our 
students with each of you.  With your support, I am confident that we will continue to transform the lives of thousands 
who come through the doors of Norwalk Community College. 

 Best regards,   

David L. Levinson, Ph.D. 

President, Norwalk Community College 2004-2019
Presidential Fellow, Connecticut State Colleges and Universities, 2019-2020
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LEAP
The LEAP Transfer Scholarship offers significant financial assistance and opportunity to NCC’s top scholars who, 
despite all social and economic obstacles, graduate from NCC with academic distinction and seek to pursue a bachelor's 
degree at a four-year college or university. For many students, the opportunity to apply for LEAP provides the addi-
tional motivation to maintain a 3.5 or higher GPA at NCC. In 2015, for the Foundation’s 50th anniversary, the LEAP 
scholarship was expanded by generous donors to a sister program, the Levinson LEAP Transfer Scholarship, in honor 
of NCC President, David L. Levinson, Ph.D.  In 2019, LEAP grew in bounds with a significant match from the Carle 
C. Conway Foundation in honor of Dr. Levinson’s retirement. Since its inception in 2008, LEAP has provided 224 
students, attending 55 colleges and universities, with a total of $1.4 million in scholarships.

RN to BSN
The RN to BSN Transfer Scholarship Program offers students who earn an RN at NCC the opportunity to receive 
additional assistance while pursuing a Bachelor of Nursing (BSN) at a four-year college or university of their choice. 
Eligible students must have graduated from NCC with an RN in the past five years with a minimum 3.0 GPA and been 
accepted to a four-year college or university for either a bachelor or master's in nursing. Recipients are encouraged to 
attend school full-time but must complete 12 or more credits over the course of one year and be on track to complete 
the BSN or MSN in a maximum of three years. To date, RN to BSN has provided 47 students, attending 13 colleges 
and universities, with a total of $344,175 in scholarships.

DREAM
The Dream Transfer Scholarship supports childhood immigrants who graduated from U.S. high schools but are not 
yet U.S. citizens or permanent residents. Eligible students must graduate from NCC with a minimum GPA of 3.0 and 
attend their transfer school full-time. Each recipient is paired with a mentor from the community, who guides them in 
the academic, self-advocating and life issues that arise while pursuing their bachelor’s degree. In the five years since its 
inception, the Dream Transfer Scholarship Program has provided 30 students, attending nine colleges and uni-
versities, with a total of $382,000 in scholarships.  

Our Transfer Scholarships 

Above, the colleges and universities attended by all NCC Foundation transfer scholarship recipients. 

97% of transfer scholars have graduated or are still in school

Scholarship selection is based upon academic achievement, written and oral commu-
nications, and commitment to obtaining a bachelor’s degree. The NCC Foundation 
administers and monitors all scholarship awards and tracks student progress.  These 
awards are renewable if academic standards are met.  It is a unique gift to help our 
NCC graduates pursue their studies at another institution.  We are proud to see them 
earn bachelor's degrees and continue to be successful beyond our campus.  



Our Transfer Scholarships 

Above, the colleges and universities attended by all NCC Foundation transfer scholarship recipients. 



Meet the Students
Victoria Agyei-Kyem

Chater Oak State College:  Business Administration

What NCC did for me 
I recently graduated with three Associate degrees, each with a cum laude honor. I was a member of the Accounting society and Phi Theta Kappa. 

To donors I would say 
I am sincerely grateful for your generous scholarship awarded to me by the NCC Foundation. I promise to put this aid to good use by studying 
harder to maintain and improve upon my qualities and academic standing to fulfill my heart’s desire.

-- 

Jaider Arango-Garcia
University of Connecticut:  Economics

My Plan/Goal 
For me, the goal of a good professional is to help without expecting something in return. Now I am pursuing one of the major dreams of my life  
becoming a business professional. I want to concentrate my studies in management at UConn because I have always thought that coursework 
emphasized in leadership and entrepreneurial thinking will give me the vision I need. 

What NCC did for me 
NCC was more than an institution for me, the environment and the staff made it a community that was an awesome place to grow as a good 
person with good values. NCC became a home for me, a place where I gained a family.

To donors I would say  
This scholarship is very important to me because it will make me a better person every day and it will help me with my studies which are one of 
the most important pieces in my life. I really appreciate what you are doing for me. I will make you proud and I will make this chance worth the 
great honor of receiving your aid.

-- 
Madeleine Barnes

University of Connecticut:  Psychology 

Best part about my new college 
The community here. After high school I considered myself a bit of a 
lone wolf but the incredible students and faculty at UConn have really 
become a second family to me.

Plans for after college 
As of right now I am studying for the GRE and getting my applications 
ready for grad school. I am hoping I will land in a Clinical Psychology 
PhD program with an emphasis on forensics.

Most important lesson earned at NCC 
There are so many lessons I have learned from NCC so it’s hard to pick 
just one. The most important would have to be that I am much more 
capable than I think I am. I didn’t do well in high school and NCC 
gave me more confidence and tools to succeed than I could have ever 
dreamed.

To donors who contributed to my scholarship 
I would like to thank you for assisting students like me. Knowing peo-
ple out there believe in me helps me believe in myself. You’ve given me 
financial breathing room.

-- 
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Hackeem Bassaragh
University of Connecticut:  Computer Science 

My time at NCC 
I was a member of Phi Theta Kappa and received the summa cum laude honor at NCC’s graduation when I acquired an associate degree in 
Computer Science. While I was an NCC student I was working on campus as a peer mentor for College Steps.

To donors I would say  
I want to express my utmost gratitude to you for your generous scholarship, which will remove a significant burden and make my goal of acquir-
ing a bachelor’s degree attainable.

-- 

Lindsay Bosquet
Walden University:  Nursing 

Why I chose my major 
Nursing is my calling. When I was in high school, I discovered that I wanted to become a nurse. The 
nurses who took care of my late father inspired me to enter this rewarding profession. Overall, I feel 
honored that I can positively impact the lives of others as their nurse.

Plans for after college 
I plan to work as an Adult-Gerontology Nurse Practitioner at Yale-New Haven Hospital. In the future, 
I want to use creative solutions to address social problems within local communities to make a posi-
tive social change in healthcare for geriatric patients. I believe Walden University will equip me with 
the knowledge, skills, and ability to reach my goal upon completion of the Adult-Gerontology Nurse 
Practitioner Program.
 
Most important lesson I learned at NCC 
Not to give up when I am faced with a challenging obstacle because I know the importance of seeking 
help to keep moving forward closer to my goals.
 
Favorite memory from NCC 
My favorite memory was the beautiful nursing pinning ceremony at the Norwalk City Hall. 
 
The biggest challenge I’ve faced 
My biggest challenge was losing my father, and I suffered from depression. Thankfully with the grace of God, I found hope and motivation to 
continue embracing the blessings in my life.
 
I’m passionate about  
Spending time with my friends and family because life is short, so I like to create happy memories with the ones closest to me. My hobbies are 
singing, dancing, and painting. I like to go out for walks, and I listen to music daily. 

To the donors who contributed to my scholarship 
I want to thank all the donors for impacting my life and other students as well. I appreciate your amazing financial gift. It is one of the blessings 
that I am very grateful for -your generosity.

-- 

Tamara Butler
Charter Oak State College:  Criminal Justice/Victim Advocacy 

What NCC did for me
I have come to realize through my studies and experiences at Norwalk Community College that I want to become a counselor and help people - 
especially women and young adults - achieve their best versions of themselves.

To donors I would say  
Thanks to your scholarship, I am one step closer to that goal. I promise you I will work very hard and eventually give something back to others, 
both as counselor and possibly a scholarship to future students like myself.

-- 



Audrey Camino-Jara
Western Connecticut State University:  Social Work

Best part about WCSU 
The professors of the social work department are some of the best and wisest 
humans I have ever met.
 
Plans for after college 
After my undergraduate career, I plan to earn my masters because that de-
gree will help me get better jobs and more doors will open for me.

I am passionate about  
Making people happy and making their lives better. I work as a server and 
my job revolves around making sure my guests are happy. During my intern-
ship at a school, I have had conversations with kids and have known that I 
have made them happy at least in that moment. I also love to write poetry. I 
feel like everyone needs an outlet and poetry is mine.

I would like to say to donors 
I can’t thank you enough for your generosity. The scholarships I have received from the NCC Foundation have lifted a huge weight off my 
shoulders. I honestly would be struggling with how I was going to pay for school if it wasn’t for them but that’s not the case. I have not taken the 
scholarship for granted as I continue to prosper in my education.

-- 

Karla Carrillo Castillo
Western Connecticut State University:  Accounting

Best part about my new college  
So far, I’m loving all of my classes because I know that I am building my future and my professors are 
very good.

After college 
I plan to get a full-time job and hopefully be able to help students that are in the same situation as 
me.

The most important lesson I learned at NCC 
NCC taught me to follow my dreams and made me believe that it is possible to achieve my goals.

To the donors who contributed to my scholar-
ship I would say  
I would like to tell them that they’re helping me to 
achieve my goals and dreams and that I wouldn’t 
have been able to attend a 4-year university if it 

wasn’t for them. I would like to thank them for their generosity and helping many students like 
me to believe that anything is possible.

-- 

Bryan Andrew Castro
Sacred Heart University:  Accounting and Finance

 
I chose my major because  
I found a love for the business industry at a very young age. Since I can remember I’ve always 
envisioned myself in a suit and tie not only working for a corporation but one day being the 
head of one as well.
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Plan for after college  
My dream job would be to work for one of the Big Four Accounting Firms.

What NCC means to me  
NCC was the steppingstone I needed to get back on my feet and hop on the right track. The amount of support that I received from all my 
professors at NCC pushed me through to graduate.
 
How I deal with challenges  
My life has been all about overcoming obstacles. I try to take things a day at a time and slowly but surely hurdle over any obstacles presented.
  
To donors I would like to say 
Thank you truly for all of the help you provide.  Each dollar helps us students get one step closer to achieving our goals and making our dreams 
come true.

-- 

Cindie Charles
Charter Oak State College: Healthcare Administration

I chose my major because  
 I want to be a medical voice in the community for the less fortunate women, children and 
the elderly.
  
My plan for after college 
To pursue a Master’s in Public Health.
 
Most important lesson learned at NCC   
There are endless abilities in me that I never knew existed.  NCC gave me the knowledge 
and skills to be a successful student. To be a successful student it takes, dedication, hard 
work and lots of sacrifices.
 
The biggest challenge I’ve faced 
 Trying to adjust to life after losing my mom at a tender age of 11 years. 
 
I’m passionate about  
Spending time with my children. I love traveling and exploring different cultures. I also 
enjoy cooking and reading.
  
To the donors who contributed to my scholarship  
Thank you for making my dreams come true. My educational pursuits would not be pos-
sible without your generous support from the scholarship that was made available to me.  
Thank you for giving me this opportunity!

-- 

Karla Chum-Mendez
University of Connecticut:  Digital Marketing and Management 

What NCC did for me 
NCC gave me a completely different perspective on how to see things, from universal situations to something in my everyday life. This taught 
me to be aware of my blind spots and to adjust my way of learning and be open to different perspectives. I had an opportunity to volunteer in 
community activities including the packaging of food for homeless children and people in shelters. 

Thank You 
Words cannot explain the gratitude I feel for receiving this scholarship. I will not take this opportunity for granted. I thank you once again not 
just for me but for my parents, who do whatever they can to help me get an education they could never have.

-- 



Binod Dahal
Southern Connecticut State University: Business Administration

The most important lesson I learned at NCC 
Is that if you don’t do your work today, you will suffer tomorrow.  Also, I learned that there is enough help for those who choose to succeed. 

My favorite memory from NCC 
Is sitting down with my advisor to discuss graduation and transfer plans. When I go to NCC now, the feeling that I graduated from here makes 
me feel very happy. 

In my free time I like 
Watching movies and watching stand-up comedy.  

To the donors who contributed to my scholarship I would like to say  
It would be impossible for me to be where I am now without your big hearts. You can’t give any bigger gift to anyone than the gift of education. 

Thank you very much. 
-- 

Adrian Dattolo
Sacred Heart University: Political Science

NCC helped me get to where I am today because  
NCC really prepared me for not only the university 
that I attend now but for life in general. It has provided 
me with meaningful and important relationships and 
has fostered me with ambitions that go far beyond the 
classroom.  I also chose my major thanks to NCC’s 
legal assistance degree program.  I always noticed how 
the law, government, and politics were intertwined 
with one another in order to govern society.  

After college I plan to  
Take the LSAT, as I intend to go to law school after 
I graduate from Sacred Heart University. I plan on 
attending a law school in Connecticut or in the sur-
rounding area since I would like to stay local, near my 
family, friends and the community where I grew up. 
After completing law school, I intend to work for either 
the state or federal government. 
 

My biggest challenge was 
Working at the age of 15 while I was still in high school. A year later my parents had a very unpleasant divorce, which was financially, emotion-
ally and mentally draining on my family. At 16, I was now the “man of the house” as my father had to move to a different part of the city. My 
grades began to suffer and my self-care began to decline. My personality and actions reflected the conflict I was dealing with internally.  Soon 
after graduating high school I started attending Norwalk Community College. I really enjoyed being a college student. My parents had im-
migrated from Italy, and therefore this made me the first generation in my family to attend college in America. I was quite proud and quickly 
realized the benefits of pursuing higher education. Not only did college provide more structure and meaning, but the opportunity to learn and 
apply myself to my studies just contributed to my self-worth.  Of course, during this time I was still working, as I saw it crucial that I expand my 
career as well as my education. In a little over 2 years, I had accomplished my first major goal. I graduated from Norwalk Community College 
with a 3.8 GPA, a member of the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society, Vice President of a college club and earned my Paralegal Associates Degree. 

 What would you like to say to the donors who contributed to your scholarship 
 Thank you. Thank you for providing me with a chance. Thank you for allowing me to become a better individual. Because of your generous sup-
port, you have made it possible for me to learn, build, and achieve things that were not possible for me just 4 years ago. I am proud of the person 
I am today, and I know that my future holds great promise. You had an impact in doing that and you should be quite proud of your support. I 
hope that one day I can be in a position, such as yourselves, of helping a young student and having a lasting impact on their lives. So, it is with the 
utmost sincerity and respect that I thank you for what you’ve done for me.

-- 
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Valeria De Souza Peixoto
University of New Haven: Criminal Justice

My career goal 
 To be part of the Federal Bureau of Investigations. To become an FBI agent, I would need a bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice. To accomplish 
this, I am continuing my education at the University of New Haven, a school with a fantastic Criminal Justice program, and fulfilling my dreams 
of pursuing this career.

To donors I would like to say  
I am very fortunate to have received this scholarship that is going to help me reach my academic goals. The award will help me with my financial 
burden and allow me to focus on my studies. In my family, not many have had the opportunity to make it to college. To be able to tell them that 
I am going to attend the University of New Haven will make them proud. For that, and more I am beyond grateful.  

-- 

Christina Fenaroli
Sacred Heart University:  Nursing 

After college 
I hope to work in public health and diabetes management by assisting the diabetic community through education, support, and advocacy to 
drive behavioral change and improved self-care skills. Diabetes Mellitus Type 2 is reaching epidemic proportions, including children and adoles-
cents. Diabetes reduces the quality of life and, if left uncontrolled, leads to life-threatening complications, and the costs to society are very high.  
 
The most important lesson I learned at NCC was  
The benefits of diversity. Students came from very different backgrounds, and together we formed a creative and unified team jointly providing 
insight into, and improving the care of, the diverse client population. 
 
Favorite memory from NCC  
Taking part in clinical experiences working with clients under the supervision of nurse professors. 
 
My biggest challenge 
Has been raising my three children (one in college, one senior, and one sophomore in high school) to be good and caring people.
 
I enjoy spending my free time  
With my children. I also enjoy walks by the water with our dog, taking my family for a Sunday in NYC visiting a museum, or just discovering a 
new neighborhood or strolling on the Highline.
 
To the donors who contributed to my scholarship I would like to say  
I am eternally grateful for your generosity. The scholarship program has enabled other scholars 
and me to pursue a nursing career and hopefully enhance the quality of life and health in our 
community.

-- 

Ronan Goncalves
Southern Connecticut State University: Business Management

The best part of my college experience is 
 How big the school is and how active it is.  After college I plan on using what I learned to build 
a successful business.

Thanks to NCC and the Foundation 
I was able to start taking four classes a semester with the scholarship I received.  I am very grate-
ful for the generosity of donors and I hope I can be able to do the same as they did someday.

-- 
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George Douglas Hanssen
University of Connecticut, Stamford: Financial Management

I chose my major because  
Growing up in Fairfield County, I have been exposed to people of many different 
income levels. Helping my family out financially, I realized firsthand that financial 
health effects many aspects of life, and with that stemmed a curiosity in financial 
management. I want to help individuals and families manage and plan their finances, 
so their opportunities are not limited. After college, I plan on working as a financial 
advisor. I understand that financial management and planning is crucial to the feasi-
bility of many of life’s goals, and I want to help others achieve theirs.

My best experience so far at UConn Stamford 
It has to be “Career Tuesdays”. Almost every Tuesday, the Rich Concourse is filled 
with prospective employers for internships, part-time and full-time jobs. It is very 
exciting to have the opportunity to network with hiring managers and get an under-
standing of different industries and positions that students from UConn have the 
opportunity to apply for. It is amazing to feel overwhelmed with choices about the 
future, when at one point those choices felt so scarce!
 
My favorite memory from NCC  
Is the generosity from the professors that teach there. Most notably, my math and eco-
nomics professors. They were always available for extra help when I needed it. I never 

questioned how much they cared about their students, or how fulfilled they seemed to be teaching at NCC. I still email a few of them today, I 
have a lot of gratitude for the professors at NCC. Thanks to NCC I realized once you have a clear trajectory, you find that your effort is more 
concentrated, and your goals are achievable!

To NCC Foundation donors  
I would like to say how much gratitude I have for their contributions. Receiving a scholarship from the Foundation has been more than money 
for me. Growing up in a dysfunctional household, at times I didn’t have much support. This scholarship has filled me with a sense of pride, 
accomplishment, and the feeling that a third-party believes in me and my goals - feelings that are worth more than money.

-- 

Ardison Hernandez
Western Connecticut State University:  Accounting

The best part about my experience with Western Connecticut State University 
The number of friends I made and the resources of this school to get ahead as a student and to pursue my career to be an accountant. Like NCC 
Foundation, there are plenty of resources I could use to gain experience, learn, and to improve myself to get ready for the business world. 

After college 
I plan to be a Certified Public Accountant one day, to 
work for a reputable company where I can use my skills 
and help the company’s growth.  

The most important lesson I learned at NCC  
Was to never lose hope and to work hard for something 
you really want to achieve. NCC really changed my life 
by granting me scholarships and to attend all the classes 
I needed to get my associates, and soon, bachelor’s de-
gree in accounting. Hard work really pays off and I am 
so grateful that NCC saw that in me and that made me 
more encouraged to do well in school and in life. 

My favorite memories from NCC 
Being a member of Phi Theta Kappa and working on 
campus as a peer mentor for College Steps.  Also, at 
graduation I received the summa cum laude honor 
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when I received my associate degree in Computer Science. 

 I am passionate about 
Playing the guitar. Music has really helped me so much with my mental health. I also workout and that clears my head and relieves stress.

To my donors that contributed to my scholarship, I would like to say 
Thank you so very much. The scholarship I received has helped me work towards having a successful career.  I remember holding back tears when 
the scholarship interview process ended. I could not believe that I received that much help, it covered all of my 2 years remaining to study. Your 
help truly makes a difference and I am very grateful and thankful for you. 

-- 

Wilson Herrera
Southern Connecticut State University:  Education

I chose my major because 
I want to be able to help shape and inspire the new generation of upcoming students. I also have a passion for helping others grow and learn. 

What I like best about my new college 
The resources available to students and the diversity of my school in my classes. 

After college 
I plan to do student teaching and eventually apply for a position at a school where I can 
become a full-time teacher. 

The most important lesson I learned at NCC 
To never doubt myself and to speak up, to not be shy and to not be afraid to fail. If you 
fail, you just keep trying until there’s no possible way of doing what you want to do.

The biggest challenge I’ve faced 
When my mother was diagnosed with cancer, twice. 

In my free time 
I’m passionate about learning, gaining knowledge and experience. Hearing about other 
people’s stories and upbringings. I love sports and am a huge soccer and football fan. 
When I’m not studying, I’m working full time or trying to stay in shape.

To donors I would like to say 
How much appreciation and gratitude I have for the Foundation and such a generous 
scholarship program. I would like to say that it is something that continues to motivate 
me along with other factors, it inspires me to keep my visions and aspirations intact. It 
helps me to remain focused on my goals at all times and keeps me on my feet.

-- 

Jazmin Hirujo
University of Bridgeport: Nursing

 
My Plan
Academically, I’ve grown more than expected  I’ve met my goal of becoming bilingual and completed all the requirements for the Nursing Pro-
gram. I am going to continue studying the field in which I can perform my vocation with my knowledge and care. At the University of Bridge-
port, I can accomplish my goal in three years instead of four. Then, I want to obtain a master’s degree and specialize in anesthesia. 

To donors 
Thanks to you, I am closer to my final goal, and it will allow me to mainly focus on my studies without having to worry about the financial bur-
den. Your generosity has inspired me to help other students in the same situation as I to succeed in their goals.

-- 
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Rose Amelia Jarvis 
Bard College:  Literature and Theater

The best part about my experience at Bard
Is meeting people who share my interests and meeting people who are interested in dif-
ferent things. I have friends who are engineers, religion majors, environmental scientists, 
and literature majors. Getting to talk with people about what we are interested in is so 
fascinating and it exposes me to many new experiences! 

The most important lesson I learned at NCC 
Was that you reap what you sow. If you don’t put the work in, you won’t reap the 
benefits of your education and if you don’t feel confident in your work then you won’t 
produce your best pieces. 

My favorite memory from my time at NCC 
All the field trips I took with the NCC Honors Program! I got to go to so many muse-
ums and I got to visit Harvard with Professor McMenamin-Balano. I met great friends 
and I got to learn so many things from experiences not just in the classroom, I was very 
lucky! 

To donors I would like to say
Thank you, first and foremost, but I would like to also remind them that I am following 
through on my promise to them that I am working very hard to make them proud at Bard. I will always strive to be a good representative of 
the NCC Foundation and I hope to always make our donors proud. Thank you so, so much for giving me the opportunity to go to a four-year 
university and to further my education!

-- 

Miguel Angel Juarez
Baruch College; City University of NY:  Accounting 

Favorite memory from NCC
When I won the Wiley CPA study guide, but not because I won. 
The moment they announced that I had won everyone in the 
room cheered. No one cared that they had not won, they were 
just happy for me. What made it so memorable is the fact that all 
my friends were there. I hadn’t realized before that moment how 
many people I had gotten close to in my classes.

Plans for after college 
Once I graduate with my bachelor’s in accounting, I plan to go 
for my master’s in information systems. During this time, I plan 
to take the CPA exam as well. Once I have completed this, my 
goal is to work at one of the big four accounting firms for a few 
years. On my own time, I want to volunteer at local nonprofit 

organizations. Possibly also teach and or mentor others, what I learned in school and work.

Biggest challenge  
The biggest challenge I have faced thus far is the financial troubles that have plagued my family. We were financially okay at one time. Howev-
er, this changed when my dad’s company started having problems. These financial problems are what have stopped me from being able to take 
certain opportunities. However, I have learned a lot from all of this. I feel it has made me more thankful and humble for the opportunities I can 
take.

What would you like to say to the donors who contributed to your scholarship?
Thank you, I appreciate your generosity. This scholarship has done so much for me, because of it I can attend my college. As a result of being able 
to study there, I have been able to network and that has led to multiple internship opportunities. These are opportunities I was only able to get 
because I attend this school. My family and I are truly thankful for all you have done for me.

-- 
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Jonathan Kalema
Western Connecticut State University:  Accounting

Why I chose my major
Accounting is the language of business, so by obtaining 
this knowledge I can have the ability to be independent 
and work for myself and have a foundation to be financial-
ly stable.

Best part about my new college
The best part is finding clubs that share my interests, and 
having opportunities to meet established business people 
through the career services office.

After college 
I plan to study and sit for my CPA exam, also while ob-
taining an MBA.

The most important lesson I learned at NCC
Was to be involved on campus, give back and leave a lasting 
impression. Most of all, utilize opportunities on campus to 
help you succeed as a student.

Favorite memory from NCC
The first fashion show I organized on campus. The turnout was unexpected, but I knew in that moment that this was going to be something 
special on campus for the current and future students.

My hobby
My passion is fashion so in my free time I am usually, planning photoshoots, giving back by training and developing up and coming models 
through the school clubs and outside of school. Or I would be designing for the collection I hope to release soon.

To the donors who contributed to my scholarship 
I would to thank then whole heartily for donating to the NCC Foundation, because this scholarship has helped me tremendously. I’m truly 
grateful, not sure where I will be if it was not for them, and I can say for certain all the scholarship recipients feel the same way. May you be richly 
blessed, for giving the next generation of leaders an opportunity.

-- 

Michael Koutoumbas
University of Southern California: Engineering

I chose my major because 
I am a strong believer that every problem has an effective solution if 
diversity in the brainstorming process is incorporated.

Best experience so far at my new college 
This September my lab, the Liquid Propulsion Lab, tested its first 
in-house 3D-Printed rocket engine. This is a first attempt in design-
ing and testing an engine which will be implemented on a small scale 
spacecraft.

Plans for after college 
I am applying for a graduate degree in Mechanical Engineering with 
an interest in pursuing a doctorate in the future. 
 
The most important lesson I learned at NCC
Perseverance and dedication. Nothing is out of reach if you really 
want it. 
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My favorite memory from my time at NCC
Participating in the Science Fair and being a judge alongside former President Levinson! Listening to the different science projects teenagers are 
working on amazed me and motivated me to be like them. 

In my free time
On a free afternoon or weekend one can find me exploring the trails in the Los Angeles National Forest or skating the boardwalk in Santa Moni-
ca or Venice Beach. I also enjoy snowboarding, camping and stargazing. 

To the donors who contributed to my scholarship. 
Half of my success is due to the support I’ve had from the NCC Foundation since day one of my academic career. The Foundation has provided 
me with financial help like no other institution. Furthermore, through the Scholarship/Internship which was offered to me at the NCC Maker-
space I have gained skills, acquaintances, and experiences which have enriched my personality and technical skills. My time at NCC will remain 

dear to me like no other, the Foundation has been a pillar that has transformed my life 
and instilled a passion for learning. In the future I aspire to be a donor to the Founda-
tion myself and be the helping hand others need to rise and succeed.

-- 

Laura Londono
Southern Connecticut State University:  Early Childhood Education

The best part of my new college experience 
Is taking all the diverse classes offered, for example I am able to learn about develop-
ment in my psychology class and how to teach young children about math in math 
class. 

After college
I plan on going on for my masters and continue my education as well as being able to 
work in my field. 

The most important lesson I learned while at NCC 
Was to keep pursuing my education, no matter how hard it got or the obstacles set in 
my way.

My favorite memory at NCC
 Was being able to take all of the child development classes as well as being able to work at the NCC Child Development Lab School 

To donors I would like to say
Thank you so much, it is such a blessing to be able to 
have the support of other people who believe in me and 
what I want to do.

--
 

Mollie Gabrielle MacDougall
The City College of New York:  Mathematics

Why I chose my major
When I enrolled at NCC I had no idea what I wanted 
to study. So, in my first two semesters I took a variety of 
courses and came to realize how much I love mathe-
matics.

Best experience so far at my new college
Recently, I joined the math club at City College, and 
found out that they have a chapter of the Association of 
Women in Mathematics. It was the first time that I felt 
at home at City College, the way that working in the 
tutoring center at NCC made me feel.
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Plan for after college 
After my bachelors, I want to complete a master’s degree in Mathematics, and work as an educator.

The most important lesson I learned at NCC
Was to reach out to others. When I started studying with other people in my classes everything started to feel more manageable. We didn’t only 
help each other understand curriculum, my friends at NCC helped me be more prepared for the entire experience of being a student.

The  biggest challenge I’ve faced
The biggest challenge in my life was being faced with the reality that I was no longer in love with my career at the time. At 16 I dropped out of 
high school and jumped right into the fitness industry, with dreams of owning my own gym. After a few years of working as a trainer and gym 
manager it was becoming clear that I didn’t want to continue down that path. It felt like a breakup. I invested so much time and energy into 
learning about the industry just to fall out of love with it, and had no idea what to do next. In hindsight, I am so happy that I decided to explore 
my options at NCC.

To the donors who contributed to my  scholarship
First of all, I would like to thank them for their donation. The process of transferring can be scary, for lack of a better word. After feeling accli-
mated and at home at NCC, moving on to a bigger school where I don’t know any other students or professors, and becoming a commuter was 
really intimidating. Many students are also faced with an additional challenge of preparing for the cost of a bachelor’s degree. I am truly grateful 
that the NCC Foundation provided me with assistance in that area. Not only has it made the transition easier this year, but the reduced cost of 
education will send me on a clearer path after I graduate. It’s difficult to find the words to explain how real the impact of this scholarship is.

--

Miguel Machado
University of Connecticut:  Communications

The best experience so far at my new college 
The best experience at my new college has been the first few days of class. 
I was warmly welcomed in each of my classes and was able to make a few 
friends. 

After college 
I hope to pursue a master’s degree and have the opportunity to work at a 
local production company, marketing agency or even independently.

The most important lesson I learned at NCC 
Everyone works at their own pace and I should never compare myself to 
others. Everyone accomplishes their goals at different times of their life 
and its crucial to remember to stay positive and work hard to reach your 
full potential. 

Favorite memory from NCC 
My favorite memory at NCC was graduation. It was a moment where 
everything flashed back and I couldn’t believe this day had come. From 
not knowing what I would be doing after high school to receiving my 
associate degree with very good grades was very satisfying. I knew I made 
my family proud, but it was also a rewarding experience for myself. 

To donors I would like to say 
Thank you so much for trusting and allowing me to pursue further educa-
tion. This wouldn’t have been possible without you guys and I can’t stress 
that enough. This has been such a generous donation and has shown me 
that hard work goes along way and pay off somehow. I use to think only 
the best athletes received scholarships but I was wrong!

-- 

17



Melissa Mendez
University of Connecticut:  Economics and Health Care Management

Why I chose my major 
I took a few economics courses at NCC and really enjoyed learning about the study of scarcity and how we can examine and understand histori-
cal trends to forecast future outcomes in the economy. I believe that economics affects everyone in some way.

Thank you to donors
The NCC Foundation has been a pillar to my success at NCC and now as I move towards a bachelor’s degree at UCONN. Maintaining full-
time status as a student along with the responsibilities of being a mother to a rising kindergartener has its challenges, however, with your gener-
ous support, you have enabled me to continue working towards this goal without the economic burden and simultaneously provided me with 
time to focus on my studies and spend time with my 5 year old son.

--
 

Fernande Monthe
University of Bridgeport:  Nursing

The most important lesson I learned at NCC
At NCC I learned that education is the crucial for my 
success and to realize my American dream. 

My favorite memory NCC 
Going to the tutoring center. Whenever I used to strug-
gle with an assignment, I would go to the NCC tutoring 
center for extra help. 

The biggest challenge I’ve faced in my life 
I would say that the biggest challenge I have faced in my 
life was to cope with the death of my younger brother who 
passed away a week before I started the nursing program 
two years ago.

To the donors who contributed to my scholarship 
 I would like to thank them for awarding me this scholar-

ship. You have lightened my financial burden which allows me to focus more on the most important aspect of school, learning. Your generosity 
has inspired me to help others and give back to the community. I hope one day I will be able to help students achieve their goals just as you have 
helped me.

--

Jose Netto
University of Connecticut:  Financial Management

My Plan
I plan on starting my new career right after graduating from UCONN, but I will not end my formal education. I also plan to immediately con-
tinue my learning experience working towards a master’s degree. My wonderful experiences at NCC made me realize my passion for learning.

Thank you to donors
Your generosity has enabled me to continue working towards this goal with less economic stress and provides me with opportunity to maintain 
focus on my studies. Your assistance is helping me solidify the foundation of my sought-after career and I will be forever grateful. 

-- 

Mareglen Pacani
University of Connecticut:  Real Estate Finance and Urban Economics

Why I chose my major 
Real Estate Finance and Urban Economics is a crucial part of the industry (hospitality) I have been working in for the last 15 years. 
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What is the most important lesson you learned at NCC 
The quality of education at NCC is superior to most universities. 

What is the biggest challenge you’ve faced in your life 
 Enrolling and finishing my B.A at age 42. 

What are you passionate about?  
I am passionate about soccer; it is my biggest hobby. Outside of my studies, I lead a nonprofit 
organization that promotes and protects the environment in my home country, Albania. 

What would you like to say to the donors who contributed to your scholarship?
Thank you for your generosity. Your support has made it possible to get a quality education 
without the distraction of the financial burden. 

-- 

Ruhi Patel
University of Connecticut:  Economics 

Why I chose my major
I am majoring in Economics with a Math minor. I have always been passionate about numbers and equations and I feel that being an Economics 
major, I can learn about the business sector and still be very close to my passion.

Best experience so far at my new college
I am currently interning at UConn Center for Career Development and I think this is the best hands on experience that I ever had! My role as 
a Career Intern comprises of two parts; research & data analysis and undergraduate resume critiques (one-on-one counseling, group workshops 
and class presentations). In fact, I am always learning about different operations and areas within the office. Being a full-time student and still be 
able to work in a professional environment like this is the best thing a student can ask for.
 
My plans for after college 
I want to be an Analyst and work for few years before I go for graduate school. My long-term goal is to be a data scientist and work for the US 
Embassy.  
 
The most important lesson I learned at NCC 
 Get involved and don’t be afraid to speak up! I learned that making personal connections and networking is important, both personally and 

professionally. The diverse culture at NCC helped me gain some great experiences 
and skills that will stay with me forever and molded me into a person which I am 
today!

-- 

Mariana Raigoza
University of Connecticut-Stamford: Business

Best part about my new college
I have met new friends and made a lot of connections. I like how UCONN has a lot 
of activities between classes to get students engaged with each other.

My plans for after college 
Since I lived most of my life in my home country Colombia, I would love to work 
for a multinational that can provide me the opportunity of representing my country 
in the US such as being a business intermediary between the two nations. I was also 
considering the idea of getting a masters in International Relations later on because 
I would also like to work with the United Nations helping refugees as I consider 
myself one and I really understand the struggle. 

The most important lesson I learned at NCC 
Never give up. There were times that I wanted to drop everything, but God kept 
blessing me and at the very last moment I found ways to overcome my problems 
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graduating with honors and scholarships. I want to thank NCC Foundation because throughout my journey at NCC, I knew that I was going 
to be able to apply for a transfer scholarship and that really kept me going during hard times because I had hope that everything was going to pay 
off.

My favorite memory from NCC
When I was able to go to a United Nations International Conference with the Model United Nations Club in Washington, DC, representing 
the college. That was a life changing experience. 

The biggest challenge I’ve faced
My biggest challenge I have faced in my life was becoming a single mom at 21 years old and not withdrawing from college. My life changed be-
cause I kept being an employee, full-time student and mom at the same time. Even though I have a busy life and I am always tired, it is something 
that makes me stronger and more eager to finish my education on time. 

I’m passionate about
I am passionate about new cultures and how globalization has advanced. During my free time, (I don’t really have free time) but if I get some, I 
enjoy going to the park and reading my favorite book “Successful Women Think Differently”. I also, take my baby to the park because the time I 
get to spend with him is not too much. 

To the donors who contributed to my scholarship 
I honestly have no words to describe how thankful I am for your contribution to my education. You will always be remembered because educa-
tion is an asset that stays forever. You not only made my dream come true but my family’s as well. If you are able to help more students, please 
do so. Being first college generation student is such a big responsibility because I am breaking my family’s cycle and opening a new life full of 
many opportunities for future generations. I have to pay for college by myself and your help was a true blessing for me. You have enabled me to 
continue working towards this goal without the economic burden and simultaneously provided me with time to focus on my studies and spend 
time with my 5 year old son. 

-- 

Francisco Ramirez
Western Connecticut State University: Graphic Design

Why I chose my major
Ever since I was a kid, I always had an artistic ability that was 
taken to another level when I entered my freshman year of high 
school and took the Photoshop and Illustrator classes. I instant-
ly knew I wanted to do this as a career which made it easier to 
go into NCC knowing what I wanted.

The most important lesson I learned at NCC 
Personally, a lesson that I learned through countless hours spent 
on my projects is that; the hard work will pay off in the end. The 
sense of joy and gratification you get from seeing the finished 
product of something you created is priceless and when others 

show the same appreciation for your work, then you’ve done something right.

Favorite memory from NCC
There really isn’t a moment that I can for sure say was my favorite. The people I have met over the 3 years I was there is what made the entire 
experience of going to NCC positive. To meet guys like Joe Fucigna, Ken Lalli and Chris Durante who have become family rather than just my 
teachers is special. 

My hobbies
In my free time outside of school, I like to play guitar and make music whenever I have some time. I have some recording equipment and soft-
ware on my desktop at home to help the noise in my head come to life. I’ve even bought a bass just to pick it up. 

To donors who contributed to my scholarship
I’d just like to give an enormous thank you to all who have helped me essentially keep attending school for nearly nothing. Not only is it a huge 
help in getting me towards that next step in life but also keeping me debt free.

-- 
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Rebecca Reineke
Sacred Heart University: Accounting

I chose my major because  
I was inspired by an exceptional professor at NCC. It has been one of the best 
decisions I’ve ever made.

The best part about my experience so far at my new college 
The professors at Sacred Heart have so many qualifications and applicable experi-
ence. I feel like I’m learning so much. Not only about the content from the class, 
but also about the real business world.

After college
I plan on getting my MS in Accounting and after that becoming a CPA. I really 
enjoy working at a small public accounting firm and hope to continue in that line 
of work.

What I like to do in my free time 
 I was a theater major before switching to accounting and it’s still something that I 
really enjoy doing in my free time. I feel very fortunate to have found my way to the 
East Coast as it provides not only a great business environment to grow in, but also 
a place where I can enjoy and participate in the arts.

To the donors who contributed to my scholarship 
Thank you so much again. Without the generosity of donors, college wouldn’t be an option for me. I hope one day to able to give back and help 
others be able to pursue an education.

-- 

Rodriguez Alcide
University of Bridgeport:  Computer Science 

After college 
Once I get my bachelor’s degree, I plan on working as a software developer.

To donors 
Thank you for this amazing award. Your gesture has influenced my intentions to give back to the community and help those in need.

-- 

Cibele Rodriguez
Baruch College: Psychology

The best part about my experience so far at my new college 
The community.  After high school I considered myself a bit of a lone wolf but the incredible 
students and faculty at Baruch College have really become a second family to me.

Plans for after college  
As of right now I am studying for the GRE and getting my applications ready for grad school. I 
am hoping I will land in a Clinical Psychology PhD program with an emphasis on forensics, but 
we shall see!

The most important lesson I learned at NCC 
That I am much more capable than I think I am. I didn’t do well in high school and assumed 
that would continue into college but NCC gave me confidence and tools to succeed more than I 
had ever dreamed.

To the donors who contributed to my scholarship 
I would like to thank you for assisting students like me. Knowing people out there believe in me 
helps me believe in myself. You’ve given me financial breathing room.
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Juan Pablo Ruiz Quintero
Western Connecticut State University: Accounting 

Why I chose my major  
My major is accounting. I was originally a marketing major, but switched to accounting after taking a Financial Accounting class during my first 
semester at NCC. I really enjoy learning about the subject and I feel like it is a good field to go into based on my abilities. 
 
The best part about my experience so far at my 
new college 
What I really enjoy about my new college is the 
people. Based on my major, all of my classes are 
located in the campus designated to the business 
school of the university. This has allowed me to 
meet many people who have similar professional 
interests as me, as well as developing relations with 
people that could potentially lend me a hand in 
the future. 

My plan for after college 
After college, I want to get a master’s degree in a 
business-related field. One of my biggest career 
goals is to earn the license to be a Certified Public 
Accountant. After all of this, I want to work at one 
of the four biggest accounting firms in the country. 
I would also like to work for a technology compa-
ny when the time is right. 

The  most important lesson I learned at NCC 
The most important lesson I learned at NCC was 
to not be afraid to ask for help. I could not have graduated NCC by myself. Many people contributed their time and skills into making sure that 
I was on the right path, and the amount of encouragement that I received at NCC was beyond belief. I plan to use this lesson at my new school 
too.  
 
Favorite memory from my time at NCC 
My favorite memories from my time at NCC were the extracurricular activities that I did. I was involved in many clubs, organizations and 
activities, which made my experience at NCC more enjoyable. Through my involvement, I was able to develop good friendships, get to know the 
NCC staff beyond just my teachers and have the opportunity to get three internships at NCC.
 

To the donors who contributed to my scholarship 
The most important thing that I want to say is THANK YOU! Without their 
help I would not be where I am right now. I want them to know that their con-
tributions really matter and do positively impact the lives of students like me. I 
also would like to congratulate them on their courage. Not everyone is willing 
to support hardworking students, who many people believe “do not deserve to 
be here.”

-- 

Jesus Salcedo
University of Connecticut: Mass Communication

What I’ll always value about NCC 
The smaller classroom setting. I like the more one on one lesson and connec-
tions that teachers could make with a college student. It’s much more difficult 
when a classroom size is 200 plus students and has 600 students enrolled in 
multiple class sessions. I truly loved having the smaller classrooms and being 
able to develop a connection with my teachers because they are very interesting 
people that can make the class and work load much better and fun. My favorite 
teacher of all time is Robert Liftig. He showed me valuable life and academic 
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lessons. He was one of the reasons I fell in love with NCC, he made the class so much fun. If it wasn’t for him, writing papers would be on my 
list of things, I wouldn’t be too happy doing. 
 
The biggest challenge I’ve faced
I would say having to attend college. I have a lot of pressure from my family to be the first one to graduate college and it sometimes makes me 
worrying a little more than I have to. A lot of good things do come out of this though, like making my parents proud, not having to work manual 
labor every day of my life and being able to say I'm the first in my family to go to college. 
 
To donors I would say  
Thank you for helping me continue my higher education. Being a first-generation member of my family to complete college is something my 
parents and I have dreamed about. My family and I would like to thank you for helping me reach my dream!

-- 

Austin Sampel 
University of New Haven: Homeland Security and Emergency Management

The best part about my experience so far at my new college
So far, the best part of my experience at this new college is the information that I am learning. In the past month, I have begun to learn so much 
about emergency incidents, and all of the thought, planning, and preparation that goes in to managing any incident.
 
After college 
I plan to become a police officer, where I plan to put my education 
to use in the field every single day.
 
Most important lesson learned at NCC
Time management. I was able to learn how to juggle life, home-
work, work, internships, and other activities all while succeeding 
in school. I would not have learned this valuable lesson without 
NCC.
 
Favorite memory from your time at NCC 
The professors. Being able to learn from people who worked in 
and around the field I am interested in has been an invaluable 
experience. They bring a large amount of knowledge with them 
that cannot be read, or learned from a book.
 
Biggest challenge I’ve faced in my life 
The biggest challenge I have faced in life is being diagnosed with 
Celiac disease at a very young age. About ten years ago, no one 
knew what this was, and there was little to no food available. 
Although this was a challenge, it is a major part of my life, and I feel that it has taught me to be humble, grateful, and it has helped to shape me 
into the person that I am today. 

I am passionate about 
Becoming a police officer. In my free time I like to do anything that will help me to achieve my dreams, such as training in Jiu Jitsu and studying 
Spanish.
 
To the donors who contributed to my scholarship 
I would like to thank the donors for their generosity, because I truly appreciate their help. I would not be here today if it was not for them, and I 
am extremely grateful.  

-- 

Blythe Serrano
Northeastern University: Mathematics

My Plan 
At Northeastern University, I plan to pursue a B.A. in Mathematics, with dual minors in Global Health and Global Social Entrepreneurship. 
Upon graduating from Northeastern, I hope to pursue a PhD in Applied Math or Epidemiology, a field I first learned about while taking a class 
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on Public Health class at NCC.  
 
My Goal 
My eventual goal is to work as either a college professor or an epidemiologist for the World Health Organization, the CDC, or a public health 
nonprofit. I also plan to launch my business (the Light-Up at Night Pet Collar) while at Northeastern. The LEAP scholarship will allow me to 
work towards all of these goals without the burden of significant debt. 

Thank You
I am extremely grateful to have been awarded a LEAP Scholarship for the 2019-2020 academic year. This scholarship will help me greatly as I 
strive to complete my bachelor’s degree at Northeastern University. 

--

Grace Shepherd
University of Colorado-Colorado Springs: Anthropology 

The reason I chose my major
I have always been fascinated by the human experience 
and our development up to this point. The sub-discipline 
I would like to concentrate on is Biological Anthropology. 
I am interested in the biological framework that creates a 
human and how our environment effects that framework.

The best experience so far at my new college 
Meeting my professors and advisors. They are extremely 
welcoming and willing to offer whatever support I might 
need through my academic transition. I have the option 
to take up a mentorship with one of the professors of my 
choice. I am extremely excited to study firsthand under a 
professional in the career field I hope to be in one day.

The most important lesson I learned at NCC
That determination is the key to overcoming obstacles. 
I had the support of my professors and advisors at NCC 
through some of the most stressful times of my college career. I was encouraged to keep pushing and trying my best until sure enough, I was able 
to graduate with a high GPA and new sense of confidence in my abilities. I value determination above most of my other attributes because of 
NCC.

Favorite memory from NCC  
Participating in the PTK new member induction ceremony. I was able to share my passion for being involved in PTK and how much it changed 
my life over the course of my time at NCC. I was able to relive the experience I had of being an inductee and witnessing people take the initiative 
to open new doors of opportunities for themselves. 

The biggest challenge I’ve faced 
The biggest challenge I’ve faced so far in my life is having my grandfather pass away. It was a challenge learning how to deal with life’s problems 
without the only father figure I’ve ever known. I had to find the strength to go through my obstacles feeling like I had less family support. How-
ever, learning to find support in my friends as my chosen family has been one of the greatest strengths I’ve acquired.
   
 I am passionate about 
Helping people and contributing to my community. I have recently taken up a volunteer position at our school’s farm stand. I have found a new 
love for helping make organic whole foods accessible to students and the local community. Since I have obtained this volunteer position, I have 
realized that working in a non-profit that helps to provide similar resources to a community in need may be a possibility for a future career. 

To the donors who contributed to my scholarship 
I would like to say thank you for offering me this opportunity to pursue a passion mine that I’ve had since I was a child. Every day I am here, I 
fall in love more and more with my chosen path. I can see myself impacting the way we see ourselves as humans and how we can help other hu-
mans. I see myself using my degree to open new doors of discovery and opportunity for others like me who have needed guidance along the way. 
I hope to one day pay it forward and offer others the opportunity to study their passion, just as you as donors have for me.

--
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Neil Smith
University of Connecticut:  English 

Best experience so far at my new college
I have already met a ton of new friends in my classes by offering help 
with papers. I get to have fun and help out a little.

My plan for after college 
Continue in my education, of course. My dream is to become a middle 
school English teacher!  I will start working, but also pursue my mas-
ters.

The most important lesson I learned at NCC 
 Ask questions; show up; put in the time. All those things make college 
a manageable experience.

Favorite memory from your time at NCC 
The times I spent in [my success coach] Kyle Wilcox’s office. She the first person to teach me how to use a personal calendar. I swear by it now.

The biggest challenge I’ve faced in my life
Going back to school at 30 was one of the most intimidating undertakings I have experienced. Luckily, Norwalk Community College was the 
perfect place to become re-acclimated to the academic lifestyle.

In my free time  
I study as much as I can stand. At least, that’s what I tell myself. Other than that, the gym and reading are my decompression hobbies.

To the donors who contributed to my scholarship 
You are helping change my life. Hard work is important, but having people who believe in me enough to support my dream makes it possible. 
The truth is no less dramatic than it may sound or feel. Thank you for being a part of my journey.

--

 
Drew Speckman

Cornell University: Industrial and Labor Relations

My course of study 
I  am majoring in Industrial and Labor Relations, and pursuing minors in Business; 
History; and Applied Economics. ILR provides an extensive and applicable back-
ground in the social sciences, as well as niche studies such as international trade and 
conflict resolution. 

Best part about your experience so far at your new college
The best part about my time at Cornell has been how humbling my peers and pro-
fessors are. Never have I been in such a concentrated, deep, and broad collection of 
intellectual capacity. Whether in the classroom or bathroom, I come across friends 
and faculty whose intelligence is as expansive as it is impressive. 

Plans for after college
I plan to enter into social entrepreneurship; I am in the early stages of an educa-
tion start-up that increases retention levels in learning-disabled and low-income 
students. 

Most important lesson I learned at NCC 
One’s education is merely a function of the effort he/she puts in. I have learned as 
much from my classes at NCC as I have at Cornell because I made the effort to do 
so. Regardless of where one goes, the information being learned is 98% the same--as 
are the textbooks. Further, I learned that there are brilliant people everywhere, and 
intelligence comes in all shapes and sizes. During my time at NCC, I had the priv-
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ilege of sharing the classroom with service veterans, disabled students, single mothers, and 80-year auditors; all of them taught me something, 
directly or otherwise. 

Favorite memory from my time at NCC 
All of my one-on-one discussions with professors. From Professor Berizzi, to Mersereau, to Roe, they have embodied the roles of instructors, 
advisors, and, of which I am most grateful, friends. 

The biggest challenge I’ve faced 
Deciding what to make of it. I consider myself exceedingly fortunate to be given the opportunity of education, the support of a family, and 
a semblance of financial stability. Many are not as lucky, and many forgo all of that to serve so the rest of society can enjoy its freedom. I am 
indebted to those that have come before me, and believe it my duty to pay forward the good fortune of which I am a humble recipient. 

In my free time
I LOVE to read--in fact, Professor Berizzi got me hooked when he gave me a book on FDR at semester’s end. Perhaps my biggest regret in life is 
not having started sooner; I feel like the whole world has opened up to me, and I don’t plan on stopping. 

To the donors who contributed to my scholarship 
I would like to say “thank you,” sincerely (and plan to do so in person at my earliest chance). Yes, the money is undeniably helpful--providing 
both a physical and mental sense of financial security. More essential, however, is your willingness to invest in our continued education, and 
your confidence in doing so. If I could give one gift in perpetuity, it would be an education--as I believe education to be the time-tested way for 
one to drastically improve his/her life for the better. (Thus, in part, this is the mission underlying my education start-up.) The world is a better 
place because of the opportunity you have provided for us. Thank you.

--

Maria Swayne
University of Connecticut: Psychology

What NCC did for me
NCC offered me a fresh start after a challenging journey in high school. I took this opportunity to my advantage and made the best of it. I 
focused on engaging deeply in my learning and studying.
 
My Plan
I am interested in understanding the human forms of reasoning and social interaction. I want to immerse myself into studies of human mind and 
behavior with the ultimate goal of supporting needy communities. I have the advantage of growing up in a bilingual family, as I hope to be in a 
position to support lower-income Spanish speaking communities, specifically the adolescent population.

Thank You
As a recipient of the LEAP Transfer Scholarship, I wanted to thank 
you for funding the scholarship. Thanks to you I will be one step 
closer to achieving my career goal. I will also be graduating with less 
debt because I fortunately will not be taking out a great amount of 
loans as I originally planned to.

 --

Randall Viquez 
University of Connecticut: Psychological Sciences

 The best part about my experience at my new college 
The new people I have met. I have made some extraordinary friends 
and connections that I hope will continue for years to come.

 After I finish my Bachelors
I plan to continue on to graduate school for I wish to study Cog-
nitive Science. I would be interested in doing research in artificial 
intelligence.
 The most important lesson I learned at NCC 
 An education is something to be valued. I learned how important 
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an education is and how fortunate I am to be able to receive one. My time at NCC motivated me and reassured me that college was indeed 
right for me and that I wanted to continue my education.

My favorite memory at NCC
My entire time at Drawing 1. The professor encouraged the classroom to be creative and welcoming to one another and it served as such a posi-
tive experience where I truly felt a sense of belonging amongst my classmates.

The biggest challenge for me 
Deciding what to do for my future. I have experienced difficult moments, most notably my period following high school graduation, where I 
felt lost and unsure of what to do exactly with my life.  These periods of uncertainty have ultimately motivated me to continue pushing forward 
and grow as an individual.

I am passionate about 
History. History has long been my favorite subject and I love reading more about specific time periods such as Ancient Greece and historical 
figures. I am also fascinated by politics, and that combined with my love for history have pushed me to pursue a minor in Political Science. As 
for personal hobbies, I love walking my dog, drawing, watching movies and of course, playing video games in my free time with my friends.

Thank You
To the donors who contributed to my scholarship I would like to express my sincerest gratitude. Thanks to you, I have been able to continue 
my college education and work towards my goal of obtaining a bachelor’s degree. I will be eternally grateful for the financial assistance you have 
provided me and I only hope to make NCC proud.

--
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We wish all of our transfer scholarship recipients a 
rewarding and successful academic year! 
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