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Dear Friends,
 It is with great pride that we share our 2020 Transfer Scholarship Impact Book with you. In the pages that 
follow, you will learn about the journeys of our high-achieving NCC graduates who earned a Norwalk Community 
College Foundation transfer scholarship to a four-year college or university.  This year, 26 colleges and universities are 
represented, with transfer students attending 10 schools in the State of Connecticut and schools as far as Florida and 
California.
 We know it is a rare gift to have a scholarship follow a student to their transfer institution as they work to earn 
their bachelor’s degree. Norwalk Community College Foundation transfer scholarships would not be possible without 
the generous support of you, our donors. Many of our students have reported that the impact of the transfer scholarship 
extends beyond money. With careful vetting and individual interviews for each student, our scholars report that they 
have received encouragement, guidance and career inspiration. Through our investment in transfer scholarships, we 
hope to share our belief in the possibility and bright future for each scholar.  Research indicates that with a bachelor's 
degree, students will earn on average $18,772 more annually than they would have with an associate degree.
 NCC Foundation transfer scholarship funding is intended to reduce dependence on loans and help pay for ex-
penses so students can work less and complete their degrees more quickly. Our low-mid income students, many of whom 
are the first in their families to attend college, have stretched themselves financially in order to complete their degrees. 
Most NCC students say that they would be unable to afford the cost to complete their undergraduate degrees without 
the financial support provided by our transfer scholarship programs. 
 We are pleased to share the personal accomplishments of our transfer students with you. We hope you feel their 
pride and gratitude coming through the pages. With your support, we are transforming lives, one student at a time.

Enjoy!

Carrie Bernier, J.D.                                                                              Catherine Lucia
Executive Director                                                                               Director of Scholarships and Programs
Norwalk Community College Foundation                                  Norwalk Community College Foundation
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LEAP
The LEAP Transfer Scholarship offers significant financial assistance and opportunity to NCC’s top scholars who, 
despite all social and economic obstacles, graduate from NCC with academic distinction and seek to pursue a bachelor's 
degree at a four-year college or university. For many students, the opportunity to apply for LEAP provides the addi-
tional motivation to maintain a 3.5 or higher GPA at NCC. In 2015, for the Foundation’s 50th anniversary, the LEAP 
scholarship was expanded by generous donors to a sister program, the Levinson LEAP Transfer Scholarship, in honor of 
NCC President, David L. Levinson, Ph.D. In 2019, LEAP grew in bounds with a significant match from the Carle C. 
Conway Foundation in honor of Dr. Levinson’s retirement. Since its inception in 2008, LEAP has provided $1.575 
million in scholarships to a total of  247 students, attending 59 colleges and universities.

RN to BSN
The RN to BSN Transfer Scholarship Program offers students who earn an RN at NCC the opportunity to receive 
additional assistance while pursuing a Bachelor of Science inNursing (BSN) at a four-year college or university of their 
choice. Eligible students must have graduated from NCC with an RN in the past five years with a minimum 3.0 GPA 
and been accepted to a four-year college or university for either a bachelor or master's in nursing. Recipients are en-
couraged to attend school full-time but must complete 12 or more credits over the course of one year and be on track 
to complete the BSN or MSN in a maximum of three years. To date, RN to BSN has provided $381,675  in scholar-
ships to a total of 54 students, attending 15 colleges and universities.

DREAM
The Dream Transfer Scholarship supports childhood immigrants who graduated from U.S. high schools but are not 
yet U.S. citizens or permanent residents. Eligible students must graduate from NCC with a minimum GPA of 3.0 and 
attend their transfer school full-time. Each recipient is paired with a mentor from the community, who guides them in 
the academic, self-advocating and life issues that arise while pursuing their bachelor’s degree. In the five years since its 
inception, the Dream Transfer Scholarship Program has provided $493,500 in scholarships to a total of 37 stu-
dents, attending nine colleges and universities.

PATH
Path Program participants who graduate from Norwalk Community College with a 3.0 or higher cumulative GPA may 
receive a Path Transfer Scholarship. Students receiving the transfer scholarship to a 4-year institution are provided with 
a mentor during their junior and senior years to help provide guidance and encouragement.. The 2020-2021 marks the  
second year of transfer recipients. To date, we have awarded 12 students attending 5 colleges and universities a total 
of $50,000.

Our Transfer Scholarships 
92% of transfer scholars have graduated or are still in school

Scholarship selection is based upon academic achievement, written and oral commu-
nications, and commitment to obtaining a bachelor’s degree. The NCC Foundation 
administers and monitors all scholarship awards and tracks student progress. These 
awards are renewable if academic standards are met. It is a unique gift to help our NCC 
graduates pursue their studies at another institution. We are proud to see them earn 
bachelor's degrees and continue to be successful beyond our campus.
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Thanks to LEAP Transfer scholarships, these students graduated with their 
bachelor's degrees from Fordham University and the University of South-
ern California, and continued their education to follow exciting career 
paths.

Cherdonna Epps-Gardner
 Before enrolling to study business at NCC, Cherdonna Epps-Gardner 
was hesitant about going back to school.  As a working mother, she already had 
a busy schedule and plenty of responsibility.  “A good friend of mine finally 
said, just do it!” Cherdonna recalls.  The location of NCC, near to her job in 
Norwalk, made the endeavor seem more feasible.  
It was the beginning of an incredible academic and professional journey for 

Cherdonna, one that culminated this year in a master’s degree from Fordham University.   Cherdonna credits donors to 
the NCC Foundation with helping her come so far. “I am grateful for the selflessness of donors who provided funding 
to programs that benefited me at NCC.  They are changing lives and legacies,” she says.  
 At NCC, Cherdonna joined a program called the Family Economic Security Program (FESP). A multi-year col-
laboration between NCC, the NCC Foundation and the Fairfield County Community Foundation, it provided inten-
sive academic and financial coaching, along with financial support, to more than 100 single parent students.  Cherdonna 
said the program was key to discovering her potential.    
 “I'll never forget it,” she says, “It was about empowerment of women and being able to negotiate salaries and 
knowing your value and worth. It was the best piece of my journey at NCC, because it put a lot of things in perspective.  
There were workshops on financial literacy that were crucial for me.”  
Cherdonna found completing the program and graduating from NCC had an immediate effect on her career when she 
successfully applied for a new job.  “I was able to negotiate a very decent salary for myself.  I probably would not have 
been able to do that if I hadn’t earned my degree from NCC, and taken the FESP workshop on how women should not 
be afraid to negotiate their salary.”
 While working in her new job, Cherdonna decided to continue her education.  She enrolled at Fordham Uni-
versity to obtain a bachelor’s degree, with the help of a transfer scholarship from the NCC Foundation.  “While attend-
ing Fordham, I still thought about my experience at NCC and it really started me thinking about my community and 
how my own experiences could help others. I realized I wanted to do that too.”  
 Consequently, when Cherdonna graduated with her bachelor’s in Organizational Leadership and Sociology, she 
continued studying to earn her master’s degree in Clinical Social Work.  She also looked for ways she could leverage her 
role as a team leader and manager at her company to educate people and create new initiatives.  This included creating 
a high school internship program designed to help people of color learn more about opportunities available to them in 
the insurance world.  Outside of work, as part of her master’s program, she worked at a homeless shelter serving young 
women.    
 When it comes to changing your path, Cherdonna says, “I want 
younger students to know  as they look forward to what their future looks 
like, it's just taking that first step outside of being uncomfortable, and then 
taking that next step, and after that, everything else will take care of itself.”  

Michael Koutoumbas 
 Michael Koutoumbas is currently pursuing a master’s degree in 
Aerospace Engineering at the University of Southern California.  While his 
focus these days is on rockets and flight, when it comes to how he launched 
his own success, he does not hesitate to credit the NCC Foundation.  “Half 

 

Celebrating Transfer Alumni Success:
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From the Carle C. Conway Scholarship Foundation, Inc.:
 We are proud of the work we have done with the NCC Foundation to provide transfer scholarships as incen-
tives for students to graduate and further their educations.
 This year we have made an investment in DREAM Transfer Scholarships which help support eligible stu-
dents who are pursuing their bachelor’s degrees after they graduate from NCC and enroll full-time in 4-year colleges.  
Eligible students are childhood immigrants who have graduated from U.S. high schools, but are not yet U.S. citizens 
or permanent residents, and who then graduate from NCC with a minimum GPA of 3.0.  Because they are undocu-
mented, these students are not eligible for many traditional scholarships.  Without DREAM Transfer Scholarships 
they may not be able to afford to continue their educations. 
 It is gratifying to hear from students who, with the support of this program, have transferred, graduated, and 
successfully entered the workforce or gone on for further education.

From a 2020 DREAM Scholarship Student:
 "The biggest challenge of my life is my immigration status. Being an undocumented person in the U.S. has 
closed many opportunities for me and has made me doubt my own value as a person many times.
  I am eternally grateful for the donors of the DREAM scholarship because they choose to support students 
that may share a different life experience than them, in order to see us succeed. 
 I have witnessed friends and family members completely give up on their dreams due to their immigration 
status.  There are people who think that undocumented students should not aspire to be better versions of them-
selves.  
 Yet the kindness and generosity of the DREAM scholarship donors demonstrates there are also people who 
believe we should get a fair chance to prosper, just like everyone else.  Your generosity makes me determined to keep 
going, and push through every obstacle.  Thank you."

of my success is due to the support I've had from the NCC Foundation,” Michael says.  
 While at NCC, Michael studied engineering and interned in the Foundation sponsored Makerspace. He 
says the Makerspace helped him gain skills, acquaintances, and experiences that enriched him both personally 
and advanced his technical knowledge.  
 NCC Makerspace Coordinator Vladimir Mariano recalls, “Mike was my first intern at the  Makerspace 
and he set the bar for the quality of students who would fill that position in the future.  I remember Mike being 
very bright with the ability to quickly master new technology and being good at sharing his new knowledge with 
other students.  This was a very important quality to have in an intern as I wanted a major component of the 
Makerspace to include peer-to-peer learning.”
 A transfer scholarship from the NCC Foundation then helped Michael complete his bachelor’s degree 
at USC.  There, he joined the school’s Liquid Propulsion Laboratory where he spent two consecutive semesters 
helping them develop the first 3-D printed rocket engine to be fired by a university team. Over the summer, 
he worked at the Los Alamos National Laboratory in New Mexico as an undergraduate research fellow.  Even 
though he has only just begun working on his master’s degree, Michael already has plans to pursue a doctorate 
too. He says the biggest lesson he learned at NCC was, “Perseverance and dedication. Nothing is out of reach if 
you really want it.”

Why We Give



Meet the Students:

Rose Amelia Rugendorf (Jarvis), Norwalk, Literature - Medieval Studies
This past year at my university has been life changing and with COVID-19 it has been 
hard figuring out how I was going to afford supplies and tuition for school. To see you all 
have faith in me and renew this scholarship especially during this time, it just means more 
than words could ever express. Thank you, from the bottom of my heart, thank you for 
giving me this gift. The most important lesson I learned at NCC was willpower. I suppose 
that’s not really a lesson, it’s a skill, but to this day the willpower and the drive that NCC 
instilled in me really gave me a leg up at Bard College. I was in a rigorous Honors Program 
at NCC and my professors always stood by me and pushed me to maintain that 3.7 GPA 
and to strengthen my willpower to push through being stressed or tired. Going to a four 

year institution, many of my peers struggle with staying motivated (especially with online learning), but I already had a 
tool kit instilled in my brain from NCC as to how to cope with obstacles and stress. 

Miguel Angel Juarez, Stamford, Accounting
Going to NCC really helped me get out of my shell. Being a commuter college, you really 
needed to be outgoing to meet and get to know people. The college I attend now is con-
sidered a commuter college as well. However, I have had no trouble meeting new people, 
since I already have experience doing this at NCC.  This last year has been an incredibly 
difficult time for my family and I, however your support has been critical in my ability to 
continue my studies. I am in my final lap of my bachelor’s degree and to know that you all 
continue to support me means the world to me. I will work to finish strong and make use 
of all the resources my college provides for me. Thank you to all the donors.

Maria Cabrera Miranda, Norwalk, BSN
I was saddened this year by the news of the NCC graduation ceremony cancellation, and then the pinning ceremony 
cancellation, and the social isolation, etc. However, despite all of this going on I was determined to study hard and I was 
able to pass my NCLEX on my first try. Thank you so much for this award and giving me the opportunity to continue 
my studies and further my academic knowledge in the nursing field.

Judlyn Caidor, Norwalk, BSN
I feel like a big weight was lifted off of my chest by passing my NCLEX. I got through the rough part of nursing, now I 
can focus on my BSN a while working and gaining my nursing experience as a new grad. I would like to say thank you so 
much for allowing me to further continue my journey as a nurse. Thank you for believing in me and every other graduate 
nurse struggling financially to pay school.
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Stephanie Hyppolite Stamford, BSN
Thank you for believing in me and financing my education to a higher level. The most im-
portant lesson that I learned this past year is to have  faith in the direction you have chosen 
and believe in yourself.  I feel confident about my BSN journey and proud of my hard work 
to obtain an RN license.  By summer 2022 I should complete my BSN and continue for my 
MSN.

Victoria Agyei-Kyem, Norwalk, Business Administration
 NCC helped me shape my life and also gain knowledge, skills and experiences to help 
me in both my career and life in general.  I would like to say a big thank you to my donors 
for allowing my dream come through by accomplishing a big step in my life and career. I 
really do appreciate them. May God continue to bless them to be able to bless some of us 
who had no hope.

Violeta Berisha, Darien, BSN
I learned that with hard-work and dedication, I am able to accomplish anything I put my 
mind to do.  Another important lesson this year I learned is that life is not guaranteed to 
anyone.  Covid19 has shown that life can be cut very short and I want to help my com-
munity to the best of my capabilities as a newly registered nurse.  I would like to thank 
the scholarship donor for their generosity.  It is greatly appreciated and I am honored to 
receive the money to complete my RN to BSN.

Shannia Pinnock, Waterbury, BSN
It is such a good feeling to reach this milestone. As a first generation college student, this achievement means a lot to me. 
I am currently working towards my BSN degree and optimistic about completing this goal.  I am honored to be one of 
the recipients of the RN-BSN scholarship award. I am grateful for this generous support. Through your benevolent assis-
tance it is possible for me to continue to achieve my educational and career goals. Thank you for investing in my future.



Mollie Gabrielle MacDougall, Stamford, Mathematics
I chose to major in Pure Mathematics at CCNY. This major allows me to take courses that 
spark my interests such as Probability, Real Analysis, and Number Theory. Additionally, I 
felt this major is centered around an understanding of the intricacies of math itself, better 
preparing me for a career in education. Nonetheless, there are many other fields such as 
finance or research where a bachelors in pure math is applicable, which made this major 
especially attractive to me.  This scholarship has already left a significant impact in the 
trajectory of my life. I am incredibly grateful for your generosity; your donation has made 
a direct contribution toward my own personal and professional goals. 

Brigitte Arcoite, Stamford, Environmental Science/Environmental Socio-Economics
I plan on double-majoring in environmental studies and economics while I am at Colora-
do College. This dual focus is such an important factor in understanding the issues related 
to the environment because we live in a world that is dominated by economic models and 
corporate injustice. Thank you so much for all the support that you are providing me with 
your generous donation. Not only will it help me to further my education, but it will also 
relieve the financial burden of college on myself and my parents. 

     

Gordon Hanssen, Greenwich, Economics and Statistics
Before enrolling in NCC, I was a college dropout with mediocre high school grades who 
had given up on higher education because of its high cost. While working as a cashier, I 
saw an ad for NCC on the side of a bus and decided to give college a second try. From 
my very first class, I knew this place was special and experienced firsthand why so many 
students reinvent themselves here. The friendly yet competitive culture between students 
brought the best out of everyone, including me. The abundance of clubs and student 
led organizations gave me the opportunity to become a leader while also giving me a 
masterclass in time management. By taking full advantage of all that NCC has to offer, I 
transformed myself into the student I am today – one who is well rounded and a leader 

amongst their peers. For this, I have the incubator for success that is NCC and the NCC Foundation to thank for al-
lowing students like me to reinvent themselves. In fact, I think my story of how I transformed myself as a student, going 
from a transfer 1.83 GPA to a 3.80 GPA, gaining admission to the Ivy League while also becoming an award-winning 
student leader, is a story that is only possible here at Norwalk Community College.  I am humbled to receive this award 
as I see this scholarship as more than a dollar amount, but as someone saying they truly believe in me and the ambitious 
goals I’ve set out for myself. I am eternally grateful to the donors who contributed to my scholarship as they are helping 
8
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me get my BA in Economics and Statistics from Columbia University while simultaneously becoming one of the first in 
my family to graduate from college. 

Sofia Trujillo, Norwalk, General Studies
I am a psychology major because I want to dedicate my life to help others be their best 
selves and reach their life purpose.  Without these past few years at NCC, I would not be 
where I am now. I am now a resourceful person with a strong sense of community.  Thank 
you so much. I truly believe that education is the most powerful weapon to make the 
world a better place. You are making it a reality.

Drew Speckman, Fairfield, Industrial and Labor Relations - minor in Business
NCC taught me that education—and life, more generally—is what one makes of it. Every 
day, I was humbled by my classmates and professors that came from difficult circumstanc-
es and used school as the primary way of bettering themselves and their communities. 
Many people never get to experience this realization first hand, so I am proud to promote 
NCC/community college in every situation I can. NCC also opened my eyes to all the 
things I didn’t realize I didn’t know— and Professor Berizzi ignited in me a passion for 
reading that burns stronger with each passing day!   NCC was the launching pad for my 
academic, intellectual, and personal explorations. On behalf of all students fortunate to 
benefit from your generosity: thank you.

Lauren Cotton, Wilton, BSN
Attending Fairfield University in pursuit of my Doctorate in Nursing Practice has thus far 
exceeded my expectations, both academically and personally. I am learning and retaining 
an incredible amount of information with the guidance of my compassionate and expert 
professors. Even with the COVID-19 transition from in-person coursework to fully 
online instruction, I have felt supported across all aspects of the program. I am excited to 
continue my journey with Fairfield University.

Kara Pepper, Stratford, Film and TV Production
Norwalk Community College has been the most defining and life changing experience 
for me thus far. Starting as a high school dropout, to now receiving scholarships is a prime 
example of how rewarding the past two years have been. From the professors that work 
countless hours to grant us students with higher education, to the peers who exhaust pos-
itivity and provide a level of comfort and friendship beyond the classroom. NCC overall 
has helped me become not only academically be successful, but be socially successful as 
well and that is something that I wouldn’t trade for the world. I thank you all greatly, and 
will continue to pursue my education to my highest potential. Again, thank you for this 
honor.



Ceren Citak, Norwalk, Frances Perkins Program
I am majoring in biology and minoring in chemistry. I want to be a scientist with broad range who can understand what 
I study on a deeper level. Ever since I was a little girl playing in the grass, I had an unending list of questions about why 
things are the way they are. I am fascinated by the intricate interconnectedness by everything around us and I am pas-
sionately curious about how the natural world works.  I am very excited for opportunities to learn in labs, network with 
scientists, participate in research, and dive into a new student body.   I would like to thank them for an opportunity that 
I never believed I would be fortunate enough to have. I have always wanted to learn but felt like I had not been awarded 
the privilege to do so. For the first time in my life, I see a clear path ahead of me out of poverty and into a happy, joyous, 
and free life. The NCC Foundation has removed a major obstacle from before me and for that, I am immensely grateful.

Kezia Tandjaja, Norwalk, Biomolecular Science
My major is Biomolecular Science. I chose this because it aligns with my interest in study-
ing the human body, especially genetics and ways to cure gene-based diseases. This major 
in my new college also can provide a path to apply to NYU medical school. I plan to 
enroll and graduate from medical school while doing volunteer/work in hospitals. I have 
witnessed how daunting it is to get good affordable healthcare and treatment, especially 
for minorities. To continue my goal to change that, I also plan to open inexpensive clinics 
and medical services by collaborating with people of the same objective. I want to thank 
you from my utmost sincerity, I will forever be grateful for this extremely useful scholar-
ship. Furthermore, I will do my best to contribute my knowledge back to the community. 

Bryan Andrew Castro, Stamford, Accounting - minor in Economics
NCC was a fantastic steppingstone and I will preach that to everybody and everywhere 
I go. It helped me prepare and gear up for the next phase of my educational career and I 
could not be prouder to be an NCC Alumni. I am an accounting major and economics 
minor. I chose this degree because it was something I have been very interested in since I 
became a banker many years back. I enjoy business and all of its aspects, but I truly enjoy 
breaking down certain parts of a business and scrutinizing how they run and work. I 
would like to truly thank the donors for all of their help. Times have been very difficult 
with everything going on, so I truly appreciate what they have done in order to help my 
education and carry out my dream of being a public accountant.
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Rebecca Reineke, Bridgeport, Accounting
There is no way I would be this close to graduating from a four year school without NCC. 
Being a first generation college student, I needed a lot of guidance. While at NCC I 
received the support, encouragement, and resources I needed to help me grow and thrive. 
I will never be able say enough good things about the faculty and staff who inspired and 
mentored me. They helped guide me not only academically, but also as a person, profes-
sional, and community member. I will always be one of NCC’s biggest fans and consider 
attending there one of the best decisions I ever made. I chose my major because I was 
inspired by an exceptional professor at NCC. So far it has been very fulfilling and pro-
vided me opportunities I never even dreamed of in the past.  Thank you so much for your 

generosity and faith in me. Without scholarships like these college would not be an option for me, and I am now only 
a semester away from being the first person in my family to receive their bachelor’s degree! I could not be more grateful 
and hope to one day be able to pay it forward and help others pursue their education.

Ronan Goncalves, Bridgeport, Management Information Systems Studies
Thank you so much for giving me the opportunity to learn and to make progress in life. 
It means a lot to me. People like the donors and participants in the Foundation certainly 
make the world a better place to live in. Thank you so much for your contribution to our 
community. I hope I will contribute in some way also in the near future. I know this is an 
award but feels more like a gift. I will try my best not to let you down. Please rest assured 
and know that I will give my best in school work. May God bless you and your families 
and give you ten-fold in return on your giving.

Gyasi Govan, Stamford, Business Economics
The most important lesson I learned at NCC is to ask for help. All my professors have 
always been willing to meet with me to address any concerns I might have. One example 
is when my wife contracted Covid19 in April (she works as a nurse, her floor converted to 
a COVID unit) and I struggled with classes while taking care of my wife and 1-year old 
daughter. I reached out to my professors, and they accommodated me so I could finish the 
courses. Another is my accounting professor and our continued mentorship. He answers 
any questions I have about business and life. Asking for help became much easier due to 
an environment where people followed through with patience and understanding.  Do-
nors, thank you for your kind investment in my education. Many students are benefiting 

in life by having financial obstacles removed. Think of what scholarship recipients go on to accomplish - earning a higher                     
 salary that blesses their family, getting into the school of their dreams, landing an internship that leads to great relation  
                                                      ships and incredible job offers, doing genuine work that helps those in need.
   
                                                    Wilson Herrera, Bridgeport, Elementary Education/Bilingual
                                                        The reason I choose this major was because of my interest in trying to help English language 

learners like myself who struggled in elementary school. After I graduate with my bachelor’s 
degree, I plan to apply for a Bilingual/World Language Teacher position in the school 
district in which I am already working in. I will also pursue my master’s degree and then a 
certification in Leadership. I would like to express my deepest and sincerest appreciation 
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and complete gratitude for the opportunity to be chosen as a renewed recipient of this scholarship. It has come at a 
tough time for me and my family, so I really am very honored and very happy to have received this resource. 

Walter Martinez, Stamford, Finance
I am feeling excited, nervous, and optimistic in starting at Southern. It will be my first 
time experiencing a bigger campus and a step closer to reaching one of my many goals. I 
am nervous because I want to do the very best I can in every class and optimistic because 
I know if I put my all into each class, I will be able to achieve the grades I desire.  I would 
like to thank you from bottom of my heart. Before being notified of the scholarship I was 
extremely worried about my payments for school. I didn’t want money to be the reason 
why I didn’t continue with my education, but I couldn’t help but doubt my chances of 
continuing. Receiving the amazing news of a scholarship I was completely shocked. I 
couldn’t believe it. You have changed my life and I will always remember this. You have 

taken away that doubt about pursuing my bachelor’s degree. This has opened new doors for me and is the happiest I 
have been in a very long time. May God continue to bless you and thank you so much for your generosity. It will not go 
unnoticed.

Juli Stefania Torres-Parra, Bridgeport, BSN
It makes very proud of myself for achieving one more step towards my goal to become a NICU/PICU nurse (neona-
tal/ pediatric intensive care unit.) I am very thankful for the help and support I received from my family, friends, and 
the Norwalk community college foundation; without this amazing support system it would have been very difficult to 
achieve this. I am excited for the future and to continue expanding my knowledge and education at my transfer school. 
I want to thank the donors for their generosity towards people like myself who are working hard to fulfill our dreams. 
Your incredible help have impacted not just me but my whole family.

Carrie Werning, Wilton, Exercise Science
Being affordable and close to home, NCC provided me with the ideal education option 
for pursuing my associate degree. Because of this, I have been able to continue working 
part-time, thus managing to stay out of debt and gaining valuable career experience while 
I’m earning my degree. I would like to sincerely thank the donors who made this scholar-
ship a possibility for me. Because of the NCC Foundation LEAP Scholarship, I feel lib-
erated to pursue my studies unburdened by financial stress and the constant worry of how 
to pay for classes. I am so excited to be able to focus on continuing my academic growth 
at Southern Connecticut State University, and extremely honored to have been chosen 
as the recipient of this scholarship. Thank you so much for your commitment towards em-

powering students to reach their goals!
 

   c       Lindsay Stewart, Fairfield, Graphic Design
The most important lesson I learned at NCC was to take artistic risks and not to limit my-
self and my capabilities. Before I came to NCC, I didn’t think I was good enough to pursue 
art professionally; I didn’t have faith in my abilities. I’m so grateful for the professors I had 
at NCC because they pushed me to explore what I’m capable of when I’m outside of my 
comfort zone, and I now have the confidence in myself to pursue a career as an artist and 
designer. I am deeply appreciative and grateful to the donors who contributed to my LEAP 
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scholarship for the 2020-2021 academic year. As a result of your generous donation, I will not increase my part time job 
hours and I will be able to spend that time on my studies and exploring career opportunities. I also will be able to invest 
in quality art supplies which are essential in learning and executing new techniques in class.

Rodriguez Alcide, Stamford, Computer Science
You have lightened my financial burden which allows me to focus more on the most important aspect of school, learn-
ing. Your generosity has inspired me to help others and give back to the community. I hope one day I will be able to help 
students achieve their goals just as you have helped me.  Once again, Thank you for this award.

Jazmin Hirujo, Norwalk, BSN
I chose my major because while taking care of my grandmother, who became blind, I 
noticed my passion to help others in any way I could. I also cared for her health making 
sure she was up to date with her medications and lifestyle such as exercising and diet. It 
made me realize what my vocation truly is.  Thanks to NCC and their staff and donors I 
can say I am a more well-educated person than I was five years ago when I started my ESL 
program. NCC has helped me grow academically and take me one step closer to my final 
goal of becoming a nurse anesthetist. It gave me the foundation of my knowledge. I would 
like to thank the donors deeply because thanks to them I won’t have to worry about the 
financial burden for the upcoming year. Therefore, I can have peace of mind and focus on 

my academic goals. Furthermore, they have inspired me to help other students like me in the future.

Zoriana Melnyk, Shelton, BSN
Transferring to work on my BSN is an unbelievable feeling, I achieved my goal, I passed NCLEX and received my 
nursing license. I always believed that hard work would pay off. I am super excited to start new journey in RN to BSN 
program. Thank you for this generous scholarship. I was very happy and appreciative to learn that I was selected as a re-
cipient. By awarding me the RN to BSN scholarship, you have lightened my financial burden which allows me to focus 
more on the most important aspect of school, learning. I really appreciate your generous help.

Fernande Monthe, Norwalk, BSN
This past year, the most important lesson I learned is that pursue your dream and never 
give up despite the obstacles you might face throughout your educational journey. I will 
graduate in December 2020. My next steps are to find a job and in the future give back to 
my community.  I would like to thank the NCC Foundation for facilitating my transfer to 
University of Bridgeport and help me achieve one of my dream which is to earn a bache-
lor’s degree in Nursing. It has been challenging and great experience.

                                                          Justis Picci, Norwalk, Marketing
Norwalk Community College has been the most defining and life changing experience for 
me thus far. Starting as a high school dropout, to now receiving scholarships 
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is prime example of how rewarding the past two years have been. From the professors that work countless hours to grant 
us students with higher education, to the peers who exhaust positivity and provide a level of comfort and friendship 
beyond the classroom. NCC in all has helped me become not only academically successful, but socially successful as 
well and that is something that I wouldn’t trade for the world. This scholarship is a chance to make a future for myself. 
I thank you all greatly, and will continue to pursue my educational at my highest potential. Again, thank you for this 
honor.

Grace Shepherd, Stamford, Anthropology
The most important lesson I learned at NCC is the importance of community. My time 
at NCC was incredibly special not only for the people I met but because of the new 
community in which I found myself. I realized that I was able to thrive and maintain a 
positive academic record because I was in a community of people who wanted to see me 
succeed. I was able to receive extra help and advice from all of my professors. I felt all of 
my professors and advisors were invested in my development as an academic and were 
willing to offer assistance in any way they could to ensure that I grew as an individual and 
student. Without this strong sense of community, finding tools and resources to help 
push me to the next steps in my academic career would have been extremely difficult. - 

I cannot express enough gratitude for the opportunity you have given me through this scholarship. Because of this schol-
arship, I am able to pursue my dream of becoming a researcher in the field of anthropology so that I can one day contrib-
ute to helping people thrive in our developing technological world. With the ease of financial burden, I am able to focus 
on my studies to a higher degree so that I can maintain my 4.0 GPA and still get involved in my school’s extra-curricular 
activities. 

STAMFORD CAMPUS

                                                        Eyline Cabrera, Stamford, Business Administration
My plan for after graduation is to seek an MBA. My advisor at UConn suggested that I 
should apply to a Silver Scholars Program at Yale University, which is a program for col-
lege seniors to earn an MBA in three years directly after graduation. I am considering this 
possibility after graduating from UConn. I am also planning to start working on my own 
business plan. I am looking forward to owning my own business in the near future. I would 
like to say that I am grateful for the trust that you have in me. Thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to allow me to continue my education at the University of Connecticut. This 
award will be so helpful for me to focus on what is most important to me – education. On 
behalf of my family, I would like to thank you again for this award that will be very helpful 
to achieve my academic goals. You are giving me the opportunity to focus on my education 
without having to worry about the money. You are not just awarding me; but you are also 
believing in me, and that motivates me.

 Karla Chum-Mendez, Norwalk, Digital Marketing and Management - minor in 
Finance and Spanish
The scholarship has helped me so much, especially since class hours are not as flexible at my 
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new school as they were at NCC. This sometimes restricts my hours to work and provide for myself and help my family. 
By receiving help financially, I am also receiving help mentally and socially. I’ve been given the opportunity and time 
to take more classes and participate in school activities. By doing so I am networking more and more every day which 
is a huge asset in the business world and everyday life. I am so grateful especially with our current circumstances.  I am 
thankful to still be receiving help and support.

Christa Coppola, Trumbull, LAS
Norwalk Community College gave me a fresh perspective of my community and my own 
strengths as a student.  I learned that it is never too late to pursue your dreams and change 
your path in life.  I never thought I would love learning so much.  Returning to school as a 
mature student seemed intimidating, but the professors at NCC challenged me academi-
cally and personally and made the process exciting, enjoyable, and a fun challenge. Thank 
you so much for your generosity and support!  This is a huge help to me and my family.  I 
would not be able to pursue my academic dreams without it. I am so encouraged that my 
hard work and commitment to excellence in academics has been recognized in this way 
and I’m incredibly grateful to NCC Foundation for encouraging me and providing the 

financial assistance for me to pursue my dreams.

Michael De Luca, Norwalk, Physical therapy - Allied Health Science
As a non-traditional student it was hard to go back to school. My time at NCC taught 
me humility and patience. I feel like I missed out on some of those lessons when I blew 
off school as a youth. I am majoring in Allied Health Science because it is a step towards 
a doctorate in physical therapy. PT is a lifelong career that is both meaningful and fun. I 
want to help others while pursuing my love for science. I don’t know if I can adequately 
thank the donors enough, but I would like to give an emphatic thank you! Both the finan-
cial support and vote of confidence I’ve received through this scholarship have been awe 
inspiring. Your contributions are helping transform my life and the future of my family. 
Thank you so much!

George Douglas Hanssen, Greenwich, Business Data Analytics
Getting an Associate Degree from Norwalk Community College and then transferring to 
complete my Bachelor’s was one of the best decisions I have made. Not only did it signifi-
cantly reduce the cost of my higher education, but learning in NCC’s small classrooms 
with passionate, attentive professors has made me a better student. I’m studying Business 
Data Analytics at UConn’s School of Business. I understand that the business strategies of 
tomorrow are made with data analysis today, and that strategy without the input of data 
likely has a high margin of error. I am fascinated with the insight and dynamism that data 
narration brings and enjoy being part of it! I was able to figure this out about myself and 
choose this major after exposure to mathematics, economics, and business in courses taken 
at NCC.   I want to thank the donors and let them know how much their donations help 
NCC Students and Alumni. Receiving a scholarship from the Foundation not only pro-

vides financial help for students but a sense of accomplishment and support in our goals. I 
have gratitude for their support in mine.  

Mahmoud Mazloum, Norwalk, LAS
NCC was and will always be my first impression of this country. It taught me that I am not 
alone and that there is always someone to help. From faculty to student leaders, someone 
was always there whenever I had any questions or concerns, even when the topics were 
sensitive, they were able to provide the help I needed. I am majoring in biology and hope 
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to finish my premed program and apply to medical school. I have always been fascinated by the mysteries of the human 
body and how something that seems so simple from the outside, gets extremely complicated whenever I get closer to it.  
I would like to express my gratitude for the opportunity donors are providing. This year was particularly difficult on me 
and my family and thanks to them, I have the opportunity to attend college without having to worry about being in debt 
right after I graduate. 

Melissa Mendez, Stamford, Economics
Norwalk Community College gave me the necessary tools to transfer into a 4-year university. It has some of the best 
educators in the area, that work hard to provide quality content and really care about their student's success. They collec-
tively provided me with a strong foundation, where I learned core knowledge that I have often applied to my upper level 
courses. NCC also prepared me emotionally and mentally giving me the confidence and the focus to take the leap into a 
bachelor's degree. I would like to thank all of the donors for their continuous support throughout these past two years. 
With your help, you have afforded me the opportunity to attend school full time without the economic burden. You 
have also inspired a confidence in myself to continue pursuing my goals of obtaining an economics degree. For those re 
sons, I am truly grateful. Your support has meant so much to me, more than I can ever express. Thank you.

STORRS CAMPUS

Sofia Mori, Norwalk, Animal Science
I was part of the Reaching Excellent Academic Levels (REAL) Program. The program 
coordinator, Denise Rawles-Smith, helped me achieve so much during my two years at 
NCC. She provided me with mentors, study groups, and tutors from the Tutoring and 
Writing Center, when I was struggling in my classes, especially math. We even spoke 
about personal issues when I needed someone to talk to, and get a different perspective. 
NCC gives you the opportunity to continue to move forward with your major when 
you just ask for help academically, or financially. I have always been connected with 
animals throughout my life. In high school I was in an agricultural program and I have 
volunteered with numerous non-profit organizations such as The Maritime Aquarium, 

The Stamford Museum and Nature Center, and I currently volunteer with Animal Nation. Additionally, I work at a pet 
store, and my family and I have our own dog-sitting business within our home. I really appreciate all that you have aided 
me and the other students you have supported as well. I am absolutely thankful that you believe in me and my educa-
tion, as my studies are my main priority. Thank you again for awarding me this scholarship, as I strive to reach my goals.

Domenica Camila Murillo Borja, Bridgeport, Management and Engineering in 
Manufacturing (MEM)
Business and engineering excites me. I cannot see myself doing any other major. I believe 
this major will lead to being successful and help others by doing what I love.  I would 
like to thank you all for the opportunity you are giving me. I truly feel encouraged and 
supported to follow my goals regardless of any obstacles. I appreciate so much for taking 
the time to hear me, learn from me and what I offer. This scholarship will help me to keep 
going and never give up. Thank you once again.
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Jose Netto, Stamford, Financial Management
I have always found finance, and specially the stock market interesting. I was always 
curious to understand the inner workings of investments strategies. Therefore, a major in 
Financial Management was a perfect fit.  I would like to thank the donors for their contin-
ued support and generosity as I complete my final year in undergraduate school at UCO-
NN. I am so appreciative and grateful for all that you have done for me, your donation 
has been especially helpful during these times of economic uncertainty and I want to say 
thank you again, it means more than I can rely on paper.

Diana Pacheco, Greenwich, General Studies
I’m very excited to start my new school, but also nervous because this school year will be 
challenging because of everything going on in the world right now. At the same time, I 
know that once I start school, I would do anything in my power to overcome any obsta-
cles that I may face. I would like to express my gratitude’s toward the kindhearted donor 
of my scholarship, who is giving me the opportunity to continue my studies. I know that 
the best way to show my gratefulness is by not taking this chance for granted and achiev-
ing my goals in the near future. Thank You for keeping my hope alive!

Mariana Raigoza, Greenwich, Business Administration
I love that Uconn Stamford is such a small campus because I was able to meet with profes-
sors several times to get feedback and get any help needed. I also believe that my college 
experience was very pleasant, I met new friends who are on the same learning path as me 
which pushes me to never give up as we all support each other. Even though the spring 
semester was very challenging for all students and educators, I looked at it from a posi-
tive perspective by affirming that I learned a new skill – I learned to use zoom meetings 
and manage an  online platform which I know will be very helpful for my future career. 
I would like to say ‘THANK YOU’ very much for allowing students to continue our 
educations and most importantly believing in us. Since I was very little, I always dreamed 

of going to college and making my parents proud. I knew it was going to be difficult but not impossible. To the donor 
of my scholarship, it is almost impossible to describe the feeling of receiving a scholarship. You make my life easier by 
allowing me to focus more on my studies by working less hours. As a mother, I would love my kid to look up to me as I 
look up to you.

Melany Rojas, Stamford, Psychological Sciences
It is bittersweet to leave Norwalk Community College after being there for three years. I 
have become attached to many different professors and fellow students. Although most 
classes at UConn will be online for the fall semester, I am excited to begin the next steps to-
wards my Bachelors degree and know I will have more opportunities to grow while meeting 
new people and creating friendships as well as having the opportunity to learn under new 
professors. There are not enough thank you’s that I could say to show my appreciation for 
my scholarship donor. It is an amazing feeling knowing that I have the opportunity to go 
to a University and still graduate completely debt free. It is because of all of the generous 
donors that have given so many scholarship recipients this chance, it could not be possible 

without you. This has helped prove to me that all of my hard work throughout the years payed off, and pushes me to 
work even harder for my future so I can make a differences in another students life when I am older. From the bottom of 
my heart, thank you to every donor and the scholarship office for making this possible.
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Jesus Salcedo, Greenwich, Communication - minor in Spanish
I am most excited to see all my friends again that I have made at UConn because we 
all left without truly knowing that we were not going to go back to campus because of 
COVID-19. So, seeing the friends I could not say goodbye to is going to be nice for me. 
I am also excited to be back on campus and be able to explore UConn again because as 
soon as I started to get a feel of where everything was, it just got pulled away from me 
so going back and seeing the campus is going to be fun. I miss being at Storrs and going 
around to the local towns with my friends who commute to the school. I would like to 
thank the donors who are contributing to my scholarship because without the help of the 
NCC Foundation and the donors I wouldn’t be able to take this last step in college to be 

the first one in my family to say that I graduated from college and successfully did it. I would also say that if it wasn’t for 
the help of the donors I wouldn’t be able to go to a four-year college because my family doesn’t have the funds to pro-
vide for me to be able to go to school and pay for both the tuition and the room and board. Thank you for helping me 
through this year and a million thanks from the bottom of my heart for your support.

Maniza Shaikh, Stamford, Computer Science
NCC was more than just a college for me. As I was a work-study at the financial aid office, 
I gained academic as well as professional experience by working in the office. I graduated 
cum laude honor. I believe it was possible because of the great staff and faculty of NCC. 
My major at UConn Stamford is Computer Science. My elder brother is an assistant Vice 
President of robotic process automation at Synchrony Financial. I wish to be like him one 
day and follow his path that’s why I chose to major in computer science. I would like to 
express my utmost gratitude to the donors who contributed towards my scholarship. I 
really appreciate this opportunity given to me as one of the scholarship recipients. I assure 
you to prove my worth by improving and maintaining my academic standing.

Neil Smith, Stamford, English Literature
This is the second year I am receiving this scholarship. I got the highest GPA of my aca-
demic career, so far, last year. I would not have been able to succeed the way I did without 
the support of this scholarship. It was not just scary transferring; it was an economic 
undertaking far beyond what I thought. I have been working hard at UConn and I do not 
think it would even be possible without this grant. Thank you again, so much.  My senior 
year is unreal to me. I am doing independent studies with the head of the English depart-
ment at UConn, taking my capstone in alternative histories, and getting ready to apply for 
my next step in academia and where I will be student teaching. After graduating, I plan 
to start teaching immediately. My GPA is competitive, and I am planning on applying for 

Teach for America. I will begin student teaching next year before my school year is over. And I plan on getting, at least, 
my masters in either Education or History.

Maria Swayne, Stamford, Psychology
The most important lesson I learned at NCC was that as a student, we are responsible 
for how far we want to go in life. At NCC, no student is pressured to graduate as soon 
as possible. Each student has different goals set, therefore, is given the freedom to choose 
their own pathway. This is great for students who have a plan and can hold themselves 
accountable. However, it is dangerous for students who do not have a plan because they 
can end up spending years there and waste their time. NCC helped me realize that I must 
hold myself accountable and set goals for myself. I learned that I must put in the time and 
effort in order to succeed. I would like to sincerely thank the donors who contributed to 
my scholarship. They helped this transition become a much smoother one. Without their 
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help, I would have had to sacrifice my educational goals and work more hours to pay off my tuition and other expenses. 
I would have also had to commit to taking out a great amount of loans and create more debt for myself. With that being 
said, the donors that contributed to my scholarship have helped me achieve my educational goals and create a better 
future for myself.

Melissa LaViola, Centreville, Political Science with Pre-Law Advising
My major at my new school is Legal Studies. I chose it because it will prepare me for law 
school and it goes hand-in-hand with my current job position. I plan to attend law school 
when I graduate with my bachelor’s degree, continue working and continue raising my 
two daughters. To the donors who contributed to my scholarship, I thank you for your 
generosity. With your help, my dream of becoming an attorney is coming to fruition. For 
many years, higher education was a mere dream and slowly but surely it is becoming a 
reality. Like many others, I have faced many obstacles and you have helped us overcome 
those obstacles through scholarships. One day, I will pay it forward and contribute to 
scholarships for students who have big dreams, and also big hurdles.

Valeria De Souza Peixoto, Stamford, Homeland Security and Emergency Manage-
ment
The teachers at NCC were always helpful. They always encouraged me to go above and 
beyond what I thought I could do. NCC taught me to not be afraid, to take advantage of 
the education that I am receiving, but most importantly to take a leap of faith and believe 
in myself and what I am doing. I’ve always wanted to be a part of something big. Home-
land Security protects our country and is always thinking of new ideas as to protect our 
nation from natural disasters or even strictly enemies from this country. The scholarship I 
received is helping me achieve my goals. It is very much appreciated by me and my family 
members. I could not be more grateful to have the opportunity to be part of this scholar-

ship offering, and to have earned this amount of help.

Dax Generoso, Norwalk, Fire Science-Arson Investigation
The atmosphere at Norwalk Community College helped me get to where I am today. The smaller class sizes and person-
able professors helped me stay focused and excel. I also had access to a great library and counselors who always wanted 
to help. I chose this degree because I want to be a Fireman and because I find it extremely interesting. I want this degree 
so that as I get older I have the ability to move up in rank within the fire department or even become a fire investigator. 
I would like to thank the donors for their generosity. It is much appreciated and quite helpful. Every bit of funding I 
receive puts me closer to my goal. I am very appreciative of Norwalk Community College, the NCC Foundation, and all 
of the donors.
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Austin Sampel, Stamford, Homeland Security and Emergency Management
While studying at NCC, I managed to go to school full time and work 25-30 hours a 
week. I participated in various community service activities throughout the city of Nor-
walk, and I held an internship for the majority of my time at NCC. I managed to excel at 
all of these tasks, including my school work. Without NCC, I am unsure where I would 
be today. NCC has helped me to gain priceless connections. It gave me the opportunity to 
meet professors that pushed me towards my goals, causing me to have my dream job with-
in grasp. I would like to say thank you to the donors who have contributed to my scholar-
ship. These donors are investing their money into the most valuable form of investment, 
which is an education. These donors are one of the main reasons I am able to succeed and 

excel in school and in life, and I will forever be grateful.

Malik Lauture, Stamford, BSN
Through the foundation’s success coaching, I’ve been given countless tools  to overcome the uncomfortable transition 
to online schooling. These tools made my   transition from studying in public libraries where I found myself to be most 
productive, to  home where I dreaded the overwhelming distractions. Implementing the tools that were new to me re-
sulted in my success in overcoming my home environment and the sudden transition. I feel my self-efficacy to complete 
challenging tasks has sky rocketed. Obtaining my RN license gave me an air of safety because I was not sure what will 
happen in the near future in regards to my mother who is battling cancer. I know now that if I lose her that I will be able 
to support my brothers. Transferring to work on my BSN is exciting as I enter a new frontier and continue to work on 
self discipline in this online format of schooling and nursing. Thank you for providing me a beacon of light in these dark 
times. Your generosity facilitates my journey to becoming a certified registered nurse anesthetist.

Andrew Venditti, Wilton, BSN
My hope is to become a CRNA. In order to do that I have to be working in critical care for a few years before I can apply 
to programs. When I obtain my BSN I will be significantly more likely to secure a position in critical care. I would like 
to thank them very much for their continued support. Without the aid I have received I would not be able to enroll in 
courses to further my education. This has been a vital resource to make this dream come true.

Fariha Akter, Stamford, Business Administration
NCC was the institution that helped me pursue my associate degree with lower cost and 
high quality. At first, I had two part-time jobs, and later with the help of financial aid and 
a Foundation scholarship, I was able to pay my full tuition. It helped me to maintain my 
GPA and earn my degree successfully.  I have been interested in Business and Accounting 
since high school, and I am very excited to start my new journey at a four-year college. Your 
kindness has inspired me. The scholarship provides me financial support for my education. 
It is an investment in my future dreams, allowing me to reach my fullest potential. It will 



lower my stress and focus more on studies and extracurricular work, which will allow me to maintain my academic prog-
ress. I promise I will work very hard. Thanks to you again, I am one step closer to my goal.

Karla Carrillo Castillo, Norwalk, Accounting
The virtual environment brought on by COVID-19 was a challenge, but thanks to the 
help of great professors, I was able to keep up my good grades. Thank you so much for 
making my dreams come true. I am so grateful for the opportunities the scholarship has 
afforded me.  I would not have been able to achieve my goals without the kind and gen-
erous support.  I truly hope that one day I can pay it forward and help someone achieve 
their goals and dreams just like my scholarship donor has done for me. Thank you so 
much, I am forever grateful.

Shanice Joaquin, Cos Cob, Financial Accounting
Four years ago, I was new to the U.S. and I decided to go back to school. I didn’t know 
anyone when I applied to NCC, but the school helped me through so much to be able to 
get me to where I am right now. From teaching me the English language, to developing 
my social skills, to helping me financially through college, and to never giving up whatever 
life throws at me. I owe NCC everything I have now, because it shaped me to become a 
better student. I am a financial accounting major, and I chose this major because I enjoy 
working with numbers. I find it fun to record and make sure the financial statements are 
organized and accurate. There are also a lot of good careers out there with an accounting 
degree. After getting my bachelor’s degree, I plan to work for a public accounting firm for 

a few years while studying for the Certified Public Accountant Exam. My main goal is to be able to get a CPA license, 
so I can be competent enough to work at any accounting firm. Thank you so much for giving me the opportunity to be 
able to study this new academic year without worrying on where to get the money to pay for school. With all the recent 
events, I have been struggling financially so I need this now more than ever.

Joy Kalema, New Fairfield, Business Administration - Business Law
I’m very interested in business and entrepreneurship. After I would like to go to law 
school to do corporate law. Having this educational knowledge would help me run the 
business I started much better. I would like to truly thank each donor of this Scholarship. 
Without your help and support I wouldn’t be able to go to school. So I’m genuinely grate-
ful that you continue to make education and my goals a possibility. You’re also helping my 
parents tremendously, you’ve taken a burden of them. I can’t thank you enough, especially 
at this moment with everything going on. It’s a blessing so again thank you to the NCC 
Foundation and each and every donor of the Scholarships being awarded.

Laura Lailhacar, Norwalk, Business Administration
I am excited because I see myself very close to my goals. I can’t believe that at 47 I will 
finally get my Bachelor’s Degree. It has been one of my dreams. All my life I was trying 
to finish school and for different reasons I couldn’t. Now I see my dream very close and 
I am very happy. NCC helped me to believe that my goals could be possible with effort 
and dedication. During my time at NCC I always felt respected and I learned to live in 
a diverse community where everybody deserves respect and everybody listened. I also 
learned from the great professors who had wonderful careers and a lot of experience. 
With love, patience and dedication they worked hard to transmit their experiences that 
really enriched my life. After I complete my Bachelor’s I would love to work at Norwalk 

Hospital and at the same time I want to pursue a Master’s in Health Administration after which I want to 
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dedicate  to working at the hospital. I like business and I like to help people, so I think this combines my two passions. 
Thank you very much for your help. This contribution is very important because without your help I probably couldn’t 
reach my goals. Thank you for helping me and other students who really want to succeed and maybe because of lack of 
economic resources sometimes feel discouraged. Personally I promise to work hard. It's my best way to give back to the 
Foundation.

Khatrina Miranda, Norwalk, Accounting
I love math and I liked seeing what companies did with their businesses internally. I liked 
how each concept of accounting is built on top of one another and you never really forget 
what you learned from the previous class because it’s the same concept but more complex.  
I am excited and a little nervous to be transferring to a new school and a university at that. 
I won’t know any teachers or any friends that will be attending WestConn and I’ll basical-
ly be starting over. Although, I also feel ready because I want to be challenged and learn 
new things. I just want to thank you so much for allowing me to receive such a scholar-
ship, especially amidst a pandemic. I’m grateful, blessed, and honored to have received it. 
Thank you for considering me and helping me with my financial situation. May God bless 

you for helping me! Thank you so much!

Alba Pinto, Norwalk, Business Administration
Norwalk Community College not only opened doors for me to learn the English lan-
guage, but it gave me the opportunity to continue my education.  I chose my major be-
cause I want to have the knowledge to prepare financial documents and because I consider 
that I will find a better job opportunity if I pursue my bachelor’s degree.  And if I have 
the opportunity after attaining my bachelor’s degree, I would like to be a Certified Public 
Accountant (CPA). Furthermore, I would like to gain experience and work as a Professor 
at NCC one day, so I can share my knowledge with the students since teaching has been 
something, I have love since I was a child. I also have chosen this career to be able to help 
my family financially. I have two daughters whom I will see soon at college, and I want to 

be there to give them my support. Your support is invaluable to me because through your kindness, sacrifice, and sup-
port I will be able to continue my education and pursue my bachelor’s degree; since it has been what I have been working 
hard for. This is a very special moment for me, and from the bottom of my heart, I greatly appreciate your donation and 
benevolence. Once again, thank you so much for your support.

Francisco Ramirez, Stamford, Graphic Design
My first year at WCSU was awesome. I reconnected with some NCC alumni and met 
some new really cool people including the teachers and staff. Academic wise I did my best 
with an overall 3.88 GPA. Through the Foundation I have a mentor, Chris, who I could 
ask for just general life advice, even help coming up with ideas for school work, and even 
if I had tons of work to get done he would reassure me that my work would eventually 
get done which is very comforting and helpful when you feel stressed.  To all the donors 
of my scholarship, I would just like to simply say thank you. Without your help I would 
not be one step close to a better future. Without this scholarship who knows how long it 
would have taken me to graduate in this field of study. Thank you all so much.
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Juan Pablo Ruiz Quintero, Norwalk, Accounting
My university experience last year was very interesting because it tested my ability to 
adapt, more than anything else. I had to start from scratch and slowly figure out the ins 
and outs of this new school. It was tough at first and I hit a couple of roadblocks, but after 
that I was able to learn new ways of doing things quickly, which came in handy for the 
latter part of the spring semester. In the fall of 2019, I started to work for a small tax and 
accounting agency in Norwalk. I have been able to apply what I have learned in school to 
real-life situations, but I feel that I can learn so much more from them. Therefore, when 
I graduate next spring, I plan to continue working at my job for a couple of years to get 
the necessary experience to move into the next stage in my life. I have also been thinking 

about the idea of enrolling in a graduate program, so I will probably start planning that process when I graduate next 
year.  I initially felt ashamed of attending a community college right out of high school, but after a while I was able to see 
it as a place full of second chances. This change in perspective would not have been possible without the massive amount 
of support that I got from the NCC foundation and its donors. I want to thank the donor of my scholarship for allow-
ing me to extend my second chance past NCC. This scholarship does not only help me fund my last two years of univer-
sity, but it also continues that support that I have received since my first year of college.

Obed Sierra, Stamford, LAS: Social Worker
I picked my major because I look up to people who make a living by helping people find 
the resources to make their lives better. Social Workers' services are services that I have re-
lied on before to get access to medical and dental care, as well as guidance counselors that 
I have encountered throughout my academic career.  They are the kind of people that are 
there for students in moments of stress. Social workers are people that provide solace for 
people who are struggling. I think that making a living helping people is one of the most 
rewarding jobs in life. I would like to say thank you very much and let donors know that 
they have relieved some of the most stressful months that I had in my life. Throughout the 
past several months in the current climate that we find ourselves in, it is hard to find much 

solace, or something that can help you see the good in the world. It feels amazing to know that there are people out there 
who are still looking to help those that need help and through your help, it feels like taking a deep breath of fresh air 
during a marathon and feeling more alive. The help that you are providing for me and some of my peers, motivates me to 
keep moving forward, and to look toward the future with great hope.  It is all thanks to you. Thank you very much.

Emily Slavick, Bethel, Social Work
Norwalk Community College has helped me to get to where I am today.  Today, I can stand before you and say that I 
am a confident, hard-working twenty-four year old that won’t stop until she gets where she wants or what she wants.   I 
feel like it’s my duty on this planet to help make a change in peoples’ lives.  I want to be a social worker for mentally ill 
children.  If I can help make a positive change in an individual’s life then that’s the most rewarding part of it all.  This 
scholarship will help me to achieve my dreams of being a Social Worker.  I promise to not let you down and will contin-
ue to stay focused and on top of my studies. I’ll continue to work hard,  however long it takes to get there.  Thank you so 
much again for this honor!

Arielle Slen, Stamford, Business Administration - minor in Human Resources
NCC has tremendously helped me to become the person I am today. If it weren’t for NCC, I would not have become 
the woman that I am. I have learned time management, more organizational skills, determination as well as many other 
things. The list could go on. I am most excited about learning the ins and outs of Human Resources and how I can 
be the best that I can be when I work in the field. Thanks to you, I am one step closer in achieving my goal. You have 
lightened my financial burden which will allow me to focus more on the most important aspect of school, learning. Your 
generosity has had a tremendous impact on me to help others where I can give back to the community.   
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PATH Program Awards:

Leena Adeel, Trumbull, University of Connecticut – Storrs, Academic Center for 
Exploratory Students
NCC gave me a lovely space to transition into a more American way of life. The Asian 
mindset of education is single tracked. Once you choose your overall path of study 
around grade 8th, that's more or less all that you develop on. At NCC, I got the chance 
to explore myself and my interests in a very inviting and encouraging environment. This 
flexibility helped me expand myself and let myself explore more alleyways of perspectives 
of thinking and I am very grateful to have had this opportunity with NCC. Without the 
generosity, encouragement, and coaching of the PATH program, none of this would have 
been possible. When I came to America, not even my immediate family came with me. I 

had lived with my grandparents and was not at all equipped to be able to financially sustain my education. PATH not 
only let me pursue my degree, but it helped finance courses that would make me a well-rounded person overall - which 
was something I felt was lacking in me compared to regular American students. The PATH program made a lot of things 
possible for me and I will be forever grateful to the part it had to play in my life.

Jennifer Ali, Norwalk, University of Connecticut – Storrs, Academic Center for Exploratory Students
The Path program was a tremendous help for me while I was at Norwalk Community College. The scholarship kept me 
focused and motivated to keep up my GPA, something that wouldn’t have been possible on my own. The money also 
covered all educational expenses, including textbooks, which was a great help because I am financially independent (I 
work full-time and live on my own). The coaches that worked with me were amazing and helped me greatly in each step 
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Additional Scholarships:

Charles J. Trantanella, Jr. Memorial Transfer Scholarship 
This transfer scholarship was set up in 1987 in memory of Professor Charles J. Trantanella, Jr. who served for 21 years 
as chairman of the Accounting Program at Norwalk Community College as a teacher and mentor to many students 
who went on to pursue their studies and eventually become certified public accountants.  In March 2020, Profes-
sor Trantanella’s son, Charlie and his wife, Valerie generously added to the original fund so that an annual transfer 
scholarship award of $10,000 could be made, in perpetuity, to outstanding accounting students as they pursue their 
Accounting degrees.  

The first recipient of this generous transfer scholarship is: 

Luis Quesada, Norwalk, Accounting
I chose accounting because of the financial security, job stability, and my genuine interest. Accountants can earn a 
good living and there’s a sizable job market; every company needs people to keep track of what they’re earning and 
how much they’re spending. I wanted the time and money invested into my higher education to guarantee a stable 
future for me, and accounting was the answer. To the donors who contributed to my scholarship, I would like to say 
thank you. Thank you for recognizing the importance of education, for investing your resources in the education of 
others, and for trusting us to achieve our goals. Thank you for helping us progress in our journeys, and for giving to 
the community. Your act of kindness is very important to me and I will bear it in mind moving forward. Your contri-
butions are very good news in these uncertain times; it is the best news I have received since my UConn acceptance 
letter. Through difficult times encouragement like this is much needed and makes the hardships worthwhile. You 
have my sincerest gratitude for your generous aid.



of the transfer process. Finally, I am very lucky to be among the students that were granted this transfer scholarship, and 
would like to thank you for this generous award. This grant will make a big difference for me because I won’t have to take 
out a large loan to cover my fee bill at UCONN. I will keep up the dedication and hard work in order to maintain this 
award while at this University. Thank you again!

LaKia Brayboy, Norwalk, University of Bridgeport, Nursing
I am greatly appreciative to be selected as a recipient of a Transfer Scholarship. Being 
awarded truly means a lot! Thank you for your generosity and support. As I start my new 
journey at University of Bridgeport School of Nursing in the fall, I want to thank you for 
helping me financially. Norwalk Community College Foundation has greatly contributed 
to my education significantly. My ultimate goal is to become a neonatal nurse practitioner 
in the future. I am thankful for the opportunity of being chosen. I can now further my 
studies, fulfill my dreams and advance me to new opportunities. Everything that Norwalk 
Community College and the Norwalk Community College Foundation has taught me 
I will make sure I carry that knowledge with me. Thank you so much for your help and 

consideration. My experience in the coaching program was amazing. I learned so much about myself and techniques that 
I will use for the rest of my life. My coach was Michelle, and she was wonderful. She helped me plan for the semester, 
organize, gave me study techniques, and even coached me on time management. I am very blessed to be a part of this 
experience.

Jennifer Edward, Bridgeport, Western Connecticut State University, Communication 
I appreciate the continuous help from the Path transfer scholarship and the mentoring that they have provided me with. 
I am hoping to plan out my next steps as I approach graduating from WestConn in fall 2021. During this pandemic hav-
ing a mentor that can help me prepare for my life after college is going to be very beneficial. I want to thank NCC and 
the donors for this scholarship and the mentor that they have offered me.

Yolanda Grajalez, Derby, Southern Connecticut State University, Sociology
I want to say thank you for awarding me this scholarship, it truly means a lot to me. With-
out the scholarship I would not have been able to continue my schooling. Being part of 
the Path transfer scholarship truly pushed me continue my education and reach my goals 
to finish. I am truly humbled that I have been given another opportunity to finish another 
year. The mentoring program truly makes a difference, just knowing someone is there to 
help me with certain resources that can help me better myself in school. But it is not only 
the resources, but also someone that is there to motivate me on days that I feel like I just 
want to give up by reminding me how far I have come in my education and reasons why.

Oleksandr Kisil, Stamford, New York University, Civil Engineer
Thank you for your generous scholarship. I appreciate you noticing me and giving me the 
extra help that was certainly needed. When I opened the email that notified me of this 
award, it left me speechless. I am a Civil Engineer major. My plan is to successfully prog-
ress and achieve my bachelor’s degree at New York University. Without the guidance of 
the NCC coaching program, I have no clue where I would currently be. The program has 
helped me grow as a student as well as establish a picture for my future. Thanks to you, I 
am one step closer to that goal. I want to thank you again on behalf of me and my family. 
You have allowed me to focus on the most important feature of school, which is learning. 
Your generosity has motivated me to push myself further and harder. I am very thankful 

for this opportunity.
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Ariana Lizarazo, Stamford, University of Connecticut – Stamford, Marketing
I am very honored to be the recipient of this award, and I am deeply appreciative of your support to follow my educa-
tion path. Norwalk Community College helped me to learn a second language, to make friends, and to adapt to a new 
lifestyle. Last year, I was awarded an NCC Foundation full-year scholarship and a coaching program. My experience on 
the coaching program was exceptional. Kyle was the most attentive and helping coach I have ever had. She helped to go 
through out some personal and academic situations during the time I spent with her as a coach. I am currently major-
ing in Marketing in the University of Connecticut. The financial assistance you provided me will be of great help to me 
paying for my educational expenses, and it will allow me to concentrate more of my time for studying. Thank you again 
for your generosity and support.  I am grateful for the opportunities you have made possible. I promise you I will work 
very hard and eventually give something back to others, both as teacher and possibly a scholarship to future students like 
myself.

Daniel Mazariego, Stamford, Sacred Heart University, Business Management
I am extremely grateful and appreciative to have been selected as a recipient of the Path 
Transfer Scholarship. This generous gift will allow me to focus on my education and 
accomplish my dream of attending a four-year university. I cannot put into words how 
much this means to me. You have lightened my financial burden and for that I am beyond 
thankful. The scholarship aid alleviates the financial burden and allows me to concentrate 
in learning. The Path program has helped me improve my academics and time managing 
skills. The program and the magnificent coaches have motivated me to strive to be the 
best student I can possibly be. My Path coaches helped me believe in myself and pushed 
me to obtain my associate degree in Business Administration. I cannot wait for my future 

academic endeavors and to be able to do it at a school like Sacred Heart University. I would like to thank The NCC 
Foundation for believing in me and allowing me to fulfill my educational dreams.

James McConnaughy, Stamford,  University of Connecticut – Stamford, Political 
Science
One of the biggest issues facing college graduates my age is college debt, which can hang 
over a graduate's head. This award helps to reduce my debt and contribute to my success.

Marianna Mercede, Wilton, University of Bridgeport, Nursing
I would like to express my deep gratitude for the financial support from the scholarship 
Path and the foundation department you have offered me as a transfer student. Because of 
your generosity my expenses for the tuition will be much more reasonable in compare with 
the original amount. I will be a transfer student graduating the NCC in August with the 
associate degree in Humanities. I will be transferring to University of Bridgeport to start 
the nursing program there and work towards graduating with bachelor’s degree in nursing. 
I am excited and nervous at the same time, but I am sure I will do well since I love this 
field so much. I have always wanted to be a nurse since I can remember myself, and now 
working hard and coming so close of reaching my goal is truly a dream to come true. By 

awarding me a transfer scholarship you have reduced my financial burden and helped me to feel more secured financially. 
I truly appreciate all of your help and support as well as being a part of my journey and helping me to get to my goal and 
succeed in my career.
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Monica Palencia-Prieto, Stamford, University of Connecticut – Storrs, Sustainable Plant and Soil Systems
I would like to first and foremost say thank you. My academic year was a bit stressful but exciting. Being challenged with 
my course work taught me to be more focused. I gained a ton of experience through trial and error this semester espe-
cially with the pandemic. I was lucky enough to have a caring mentor who worked with me to find better methods to 
study and stay organized. Janine was kind enough to keep in touch with me at least 2-3 times a month. I believe that my 
biggest struggle was managing my time during the pandemic. Luckily everything went well.

Christopher Sepot, Fairfield, University of Bridgeport, Graphic Design
The first thing I want to say is thanks, from the bottom of my heart... thanks. Going to 
college was something that I was lost on. I'm glad that I had found NCC and then found 
the coaching program. The coaching program really did help me out and point me in the 
right direction. Not only was my coach able to help me with my classes at NCC, but she 
worked closely with me as I looked to transfer after. As of now I've been accepted, and I 
am going to the University of Bridgeport to get my bachelors of the fine arts in graphic 
design. I couldn't have done this without the help from my coach as she was there every 
step of the way. Again, I want to thank you as your donation really does make that differ-
ence. My parents will soon have three kids in college including me, so having any financial 

support is always amazing for us. So, from myself and my parents, thank you for your donation. 
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We wish all of our transfer scholarship recipients a 
rewarding and successful academic year! 
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