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Our Transfer Scholarships

LEAP  
The LEAP Transfer Scholarship offers significant 
 financial assistance and opportunity to NCC’s top scholars 
who, despite all social and economic obstacles, graduate 
from NCC with academic distinction and seek to pursue 
a bachelor's degree at a four-year college or university. 
For many students, the opportunity to apply for LEAP 
provides the addi tional motivation to maintain a 3.5 or 
higher GPA at NCC. In 2015, for the Foundation’s 50th 
anniversary, the LEAP scholarship was expanded by 
generous donors to a sister program, the Levinson LEAP 
Transfer Scholarship, in honor of NCC President, David 
L. Levinson, Ph.D. In 2019, LEAP grew in bounds with a 
significant match from the Carle C. Conway Foundation 
in honor of Dr. Levinson's retirement. Since its inception 
in 2008, LEAP has provided more than $1.6 million in 
scholarships to a total of 265 students, attending 59 
colleges and universities. 
 
RN to BSN  
The RN to BSN Transfer Scholarship Program offers 
students who earn an RN at NCC the opportunity to 
receive additional assistance while pursuing a Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing (BSN) at a four-year college or 
university of their choice. Eligible students must have 
graduated from NCC with an RN in the past five years 
with a minimum 3.0 GPA and been accepted to a four-
year college or university for either a bachelor or master’s 
in nursing. Recipients are en couraged to attend school 
full-time but must complete 12 or more credits over the 
course of one year and be on track to complete the BSN 
or MSN in a maximum of three years. To date, RN to 
BSN has provided over $435,000 in scholarships to a total 
of 65 students, attending 16 colleges and universities. 

DREAM  
The Dream Transfer Scholarship supports childhood 
immigrants who graduated from U.S. high schools but 
are not yet U.S. citizens or permanent residents. Eligible 
students must graduate from NCC with a mininmm GPA 
of 3.0 and attend their transfer school full-time. Each 
recipient is paired with a mentor from the community, 
who guides them in the academic, self-advocating and life 
issues that arise while pursuing their bachelor’s degree. 
In the six years since its inception, the Dream Transfer 
Scholarship Program has provided nearly $500,000 in 
 scholarships to a total of 42 students, attending nine 
colleges and universities. 
 
PATH 
Path Program participants who graduate from Norwalk 
Community College with a 3.0 or higher cumulative 
GPA may receive a Path Transfer Scholarship. Students 
receiving the transfer scholarship to a 4-year institution 
are provided with a mentor during their junior and senior 
years to help provide guidance and encouragement. To 
date, we have awarded 12 students attending 8 colleges 
and universities nearly $95,000.

Scholarship selection is based upon academic achievement, written and oral commu nications, 
and commitment to obtaining a bachelor’s degree. The NCC Foundation administers and 
monitors all scholarship awards and tracks student progress. These awards are renewable if 
academic standards are met. It is a unique gift: to help our NCC graduates pursue their studies 
at another institution. We are proud to see them earn bachelor’s degrees and continue to be 
successful beyond our campus. 
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Combining all transfer scholarships 
over the course of the past thirteen 
years (since the inception of the LEAP 
Program). These four-year academic 
institutions are the most attended by 
our scholarship students.

TOP 5 TRANSFER SCHOOLS
University of CT – Stamford 48% 

University of Bridgeport 41% 

University of CT – Storrs 26% 

Western CT State University 26% 

RPI 11%

Dear Friends,  

We are proud to share our 2021 Transfer Scholarship Impact Book with you. As you read 
these pages, you will learn about the journeys of our high-achieving Norwalk Community 
College (NCC) graduates who earned an NCC Foundation transfer scholarship to a four-year 
college or university.  

We know it is a rare gift to have a scholarship follow a student to their transfer institution as 
they work to earn their bachelor’s degree. NCC Foundation transfer scholarships would not 
be possible with the generous support of you, our donors. Through our investment in transfer 
scholarships, we hope to share our belief in the possibility and bright future for each scholar. 
Research indicates that with a bachelor’s degree students will earn on average close to 
$20,000 more annually which is over $750,000 in additional income over a 40-year career.  

We are pleased to share the personal accomplishments of our transfer students with you. 
One theme that ran through the comments from every transfer student this year was their 
sense of gratitude;  gratitude for the opportunity to attend and reap the benefits of their time 
at Norwalk Community College;  gratitude for their outstanding and empathetic professors 
and gratitude, to the donors of the NCC  Foundation without whom they would never have 
been able to pursue their dreams.  

Most available research studies indicate that gratitude is associated with an enhanced sense 
of personal well-being. While many of the students have  experienced enormous challenges 
and some still do, we are confident that with the “foundation” we have provided at NCC, 
they will have much success at their transfer college, in their careers and life and personally.  

With your support, we are transforming lives, one student at a time.  

Happy reading! 

 

Carrie Bernier                                         George Reilly 
President and CEO                                  Chairman of the Board



Elisha Ghaloo Darien, CT 
Business 
At NCC, I was able to explore new subjects with professors who 
were eager to talk about their work: studying sociology from a 
cultural anthropologist, the art of marketing, learning about the 
ancient civilizations in a western civilization class and being 
pranked by my psychology professor’s social experiments. Most 
importantly, taking HR management introduced me to the fasci-
nating world of HR. The course was taught by a professional 
involved in social justice and street art and inspired me by how 
she combined arts and business in her career. She introduced me 
to the Society for HR Management, allowing me to explore the field 
further after receiving my Associate’s in Business  Administration. 
The sudden shift online during the pandemic was a challenge for 
me. I really missed in-person learning. 

I am planning on majoring in Business with a concentration in 
Human Resources and Diversity and Inclusion. Alongside its busi-
ness program, Babson has an excellent liberal arts curriculum, 
which I would really like to take advantage of during my years 
there. As someone who is considering HR, Diversity and Inclusion 
will further my understanding of the field as well as making me a 
stronger candidate for employment. 

Thank you for making the LEAP Scholarship possible. I am 
 appreciative of your support. 

Jennifer Campbell Naugatuck, CT 
Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing 
NCC is the reason I will continue to strive to obtain my bachelor’s 
degree and then my master's degree. I'm very appreciative that 
NCC believed in me, that I could achieve my goals. My clinical 
instructors Professor McCoin and Professor Amara have shaped my 
success for my nursing jobs. Due to COVID, there are many students 
in other schools that have not completed half of the clinical skills 

that I completed nor the number of clinical hours that I have been 
exposed too. I am also thankful for Dr. Nye, who checked in on me 
about how my studying was going for my NCLEX licensing exam. I 
am very appreciative for all the support, thank you! I also want to 
thank Professor Tyson for keeping me accountable. She made it 
possible for me to attend my pinning ceremony. There are so many 
great professors at NCC that I can literally write an entire book. NCC 
has truly been good to me. 

My biggest challenge was losing faith in myself during the shutdown 
due to COVID-19. I finally regained my confidence, and I won't give 
up on my dreams. I learned that I can't have success instantly, that 
is unrealistic. I must step one foot forward and one day I will get to 
the finish line. I did reach the finish line in May, being the first to 
graduate in my family and now I am stepping one foot forward in 
obtaining my BSN. That's all it takes, stepping forward! It doesn't 
matter if I don't get to the finish line tomorrow, all it matters is that 
I will get to the finish line another day. 

I chose this major because helping others is my passion. When I go 
to work, it doesn't feel like "work." I am so excited to go to work. 
Gaining certificates to add to my belt makes me so happy. My boss 
was laughing because I told her, “You don't understand how fast my 
heart is racing, I'm too excited right now,” because I was told I will 
be Chemo-Certified. Willing to learn is the best thing I have ever 
done because I will make a difference in my patient’s life. I am now 
a Psych nurse and an Oncology nurse. These are two of my profes-
sors’ specialties. I chose these fields because of their passion. I 
found two jobs that work very well with each other. My psych job 
only schedules me to work after I receive my schedule from my 
oncology job. It is rare to find a job that is so flexible. I felt appreci-
ated in such a short time at my new job. This transfer scholarship 
will not only fulfill my job requirements to obtain a BSN degree 
within two years but it will also get me closer to obtaining my 
master's degree. With enough education and great training at my 
job, I will be ready to become a nurse practitioner. 

I want to thank you so much for this scholarship! One day I will be 
financially well off and I will do the same for another student to 
make a difference in his or her life. All my scholarships have made 
a big impact on my life, and I will always be grateful for this. I want 
you to know when you honored me with this scholarship, I always 
said I can't let you down, and most importantly, myself either. 
You believed in me so I should have no reason not to believe in 
myself. I start Boise State University August 23rd and I have the 
best jobs ever because of the help of the foundation. You made a 
significant impact in my life I thank you again. All I could do to 
repay you is making a difference in someone else’s life and I will 
do that effortlessly! 

– 5 –

Meet the StudentsCelebrating Transfer Alumni Success

– 4 –

John Michael Aldana 

In the NCC engineering program, I gained the 
work ethic, drive and knowledge to eventually 
graduate, transfer and obtain my bachelor’s 
degree in mechanical engineering at Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute (RPI). Now I work as a 
compounding engineer for SABIC, a multi-
national chemical manufacturing company. 

In high school, I was lazy, skipped classes, 
and had no goals or aspiration to go to college. 
My mother forced me to try community college, 
so I enrolled at NCC. At NCC, it was the first 

time that learning felt enjoyable for me. I realized, learning can be kind of cool, 
that I should take it seriously. At that point, I wasn’t even thinking I could 
make more money in the future or better my life, I just was motivated by the 
enthusiasm of the professors. They opened my eyes, were always supportive 
and prepared me for what was ahead. 

Initially, I didn’t even consider applying to RPI, because it is a hyper competitive 
school and the tuition seemed like more than I could ever afford. Again, my 
professors encouraged me to apply, and with a transfer scholarship from the 
NCC Foundation, I was able to complete my bachelor’s degree. 

At RPI, I felt like because I had been to NCC, I had an advantage over my 
 classmates. Even when I interviewed for my first internship, I felt completely 
prepared. At NCC, I had already learned important soft skills like how to sell 
myself and advance my career, which helped me land that first position. The 
internship was at SABIC, where I eventually was recruited after I graduated.   

To donors, your gift is value added to the community and to someone’s life. 
It changes our future, our families, our careers. 

Thank you for your support.  

 
 
John Michael Aldana

John Michael Aldana 



have to protect it.” She was teaching us to go and deliver competent 
care and be a professional. Norwalk Community College's nursing 
program has an excellent reputation; it follows me in caring for my 
patients and interacting with my coworkers. I am doing my best to 
deliver honest and compassionate care and question doctors if 
something doesn't look right to protect my nursing license. 

I have faced many unforgettable challenges in life; however, the 
program shapes me into a better individual and teaches me how to 
care for others. The biggest challenge I have faced in life was when 
my son was at Yale Children's Hospital with a tracheostomy tube for 
eighteen months. I still remember those days that my son was 
fighting for his life in the NICU. I did not know if he would make it; 
even his doctors had doubted his survival because of his poor prog-
nosis. The second biggest challenge I encountered was the financial 
hardship I faced through nursing school; I was nearly homeless 
because I could no longer work to afford my rent and other bills. 
Lastly, landing my first job at Danbury Hospital in a COVID unit was 
challenging and overwhelming – every concept of nursing that I had 
learned in school or clinical was performed differently. 

I always dreamed of becoming a Pediatric Nurse Practitioner. 
Chamberlain University has a great support system and peer 
 guidance to help students achieve their goals in a non-stressful 
 environment. The university website also has so many tools to make 
learning materials user-friendly. 

I do not have enough words to express my gratitude to my scholar-
ship donor. Your funding puts smiles on students' faces, brings 
hope to their hearts, and makes them believe someone out there 
truly cares about their education and success. I am such a lucky 
student to benefit from such an outstanding scholarship that is 
helping me in reaching my desired goals. I want to devote my time 
to volunteering and spreading the word to others on how I am 
achieving my passion through your immense generosity once again 
this year. 

Shannia Pinnock Waterbury, CT 
Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing 
The experience at NCC helped to shape my life by molding me to 
become a compassionate nurse. I learned many valuable lessons 
from my professors and clinical experiences, which I incorporate 
everyday while working as a nurse. One of the most valuable lessons 
came from Mrs. Tyson. She always reminds us of "protecting that 
blue card." While working as a new nurse fresh off orientation was 
a frightening experience, but I kept this thought at the back of my 
mind to stay motivated and to always do the right thing regardless of 
the circumstances. After all it is only right to protect what I have 
worked so hard for. 

One of the biggest challenges I faced in life is being a mother and a 
student and working as a nurse. It was difficult adjusting to the 
struggles of online learning and balancing all three priorities. I 
learned how to juggle my crazy schedule by knowing my expecta-
tions and managing my time wisely.  

I wanted to do something in my career that is challenging, fulfilling, 
interesting and makes a difference in people's lives daily. In the 
nursing profession, you deal with many aspects of patient care, and 
I enjoy the variety in the routine. Studying at Charter Oak will 
prepare me to improve my critical and creative thinking skills and 
practice professional nursing from a visionary, holistic, and 
culturally competent point-of-view. 

I am grateful and humbled for this opportunity as I journey to 
complete this milestone. Receiving this scholarship motivates me to 
maintain my GPA and complete my degree. I thank you for your 
confidence and willingness to invest in my future. I will ensure to do 
my best in achieving my academic and career goals. 

Brigitte Arcoite 
Norwalk, CT 
Environmental 
Studies and 
Economics 

NCC taught me to enjoy the class, not the way the grade makes me 
feel. My classes with Professor McMenamin-Balano finally made me 
more interested in the product of my learning. I first began leaning 
towards majoring in environmental studies and economics because 
of a book I was introduced to called Earth Democracy. Though I 
had been passionate about environmental advocacy for a couple of 
years, reading this book opened my mind to a whole new level of 
perspectives to look at the environmental crisis.  

I have seen my mom struggle with Parkinson's Disease for the past 
two years and I've grown to accept uncertainty and fear. I personally 
think the complexity I face when it comes to understanding and 
empathizing with others on a personal scale will always be some-
thing I struggle with but adapting to it and making attempts to 
improve (and not be perfect) is one of my biggest struggles, but 
also biggest goals.  

Thank you for the generous scholarship award. My family and I are 
very appreciative of the honor to have received the scholarship. My 
goal is to become an environmental lawyer. This donation will 
provide me the security and support I need to stay on that path for 
the next four years. Your donation will do more than just help me in 
funding my college education. With two other siblings in college 
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I would say to the donors who funded my scholarship that this 
means so much more than they could even imagine. Being able to 
have this grant from people who I do not even know has an 
immense meaning. The Dream Scholarship would not only keep 
helping me to accomplish these aspirations but keep changing my 
life. The importance of growing educationally is already part of my 
life. Thanks, NCC Foundation for bringing this hope to students and 
to me in becoming more successful. 

Haidy Bejarano 
Norwalk, CT 
Bachelor’s of Science 
in Nursing 
My experience at NCC has been 
fundamental in my life because 
it reassured my passion for helping others, and as a result, I began 
my nursing curriculum. I have always felt supported by the profes-
sors, counselors, and staff members. Their encouragement and 
feedback helped me to be more confident to perform well and 
succeed at each endeavor. With my hard work and dedication, I was 
able to manage the school’s workload and achieved my degree as a 
nurse. I feel very grateful for my journey at NCC because now I have 
my foundation as a nurse, and I look forward to continuing building 
my knowledge upon NCC’s experience. 

One of the biggest challenges that I have faced in my life was 
learning a second language as an adult. I tried very hard to over-
come the language barrier so that I could pursue a higher 
education. During my time at NCC, there were occasions when I felt 
that my time had passed, especially during the unprecedented 
period of a global pandemic. However, I persevered because I 
could not let myself or my family down. I feel thankful that I 
finished what I started. Now, I can be an example for my son and 
family members since I am the first one in my family to obtain a 
college degree. 

Nursing is my passion because all of my life I have been happy when 
helping others. While working as a nanny, I felt that I could do 
more than just help with the upbringing of two boys and could help 
more people in my community. From my very first clinical experi-
ence, I felt that I was on the right path, working as a team to care 
for patients and help them enhance their health outcomes. What I 
love about the nursing profession is that it is always progressing, 
encouraging you to become more competent in the practice by 
furthering your education and achieving different specialties. 
 Furthering my education at Capella University for my nursing role 
will fulfill one of my professional goals, and it will facilitate my entry 
to a position in a hospital’s medical, surgical, or cardiac unit. 

This scholarship is very meaningful not only financially but 
emotionally as well. It alleviates the stress of education costs during 
the upcoming semesters and has encouraged me even more to 
believe in myself. I am truly grateful for the donors’ generosity 
because this will allow me to continue advancing my education and 
will help me to move one step closer to the career of my dreams. 
Thank you again for your thoughtful and generous gift. 

Isenide Millien 
Norwalk, CT 
Bachelor’s of Science 
in Nursing 
Attending NCC has changed my 
life for the better. NCC gave me 
an opportunity to obtain my 
dream job, which was to become a nurse. With the numerous 
amounts of support from teachers and counselors, I was able to 
achieve my goal by graduating this May 2021. I am proud to have 
been part of this community that strives to help students succeed in 
their lives and careers. 

I would say attending nursing school during the pandemic was the 
biggest challenge I have had in my life. In that chaotic time, my 
family and I had to cope with many deaths and financial issues as 
well as my keeping up with this intense program. 

I have wanted to be a nurse since high school. I love learning and 
studying science and working with people. Nursing would allow me 
to know both. By transferring to another college, I will be obtaining 
my bachelor’s in nursing, which will open more opportunities for 
me, such as applying to a residency program and pursuing higher 
education. 

I would say to the scholarship donors thank you for your 
continuous support throughout out my schooling. Because of you, 
I was able to pay for classes, books, uniforms, equipment, and 
more, which helped me to continue the program. Now I have finally 
achieved my goal of becoming a Registered Nurse. 

Stephanie Hyppolite Stamford, CT 
Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing 
Professor Tyson from the nursing department has had a huge 
influence on my nursing career. She always stated at the beginning 
of each lecture with a picture of her Nursing License, “You nursing 
students spend so many sleepless nights for that license, you all 
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I chose to major in financial economics after growing up in a family 
where financial struggles loomed and eventually became over-
bearing. This situation caused the nuances and intricacies of 
finance to become very personal, whereas most find them to be very 
impersonal. Additionally, I enjoy the freedom involved in finance 
because it gives minds like my own free reign to pursue any 
interest, specialty, or profession. 

To the donors of the foundation, thank you for changing my life and 
for giving me a second chance at an education. Never in my wildest 
dreams could I ever have imagined I would be where I am today. 
NCC has served me well and will always be my second home. I was 
just a kid coming out of high school with a 1.9 GPA with no sense of 
common purpose or any sense of direction. However, with your 
help, I have reached the pinnacle of a college education. For this, I 
will forever be indebted to the NCCF donors. 

John Piro 
Stamford, CT 
Psychology 
My psychology professor, Dr. 
Mara Hammerman, shaped my 
trajectory towards success at NCC. 
She taught me the philosophy of 
“less is more” by how she conducted the class and taught the mate-
rial by breaking down every little thing to be easily understood and 
then build from there. In applying this, I was able to turn massive 
projects into small assignments by utilizing mini-deadlines and set 
small goals for each day leading up to the due date.  

This technique helped in other areas of my life, too. For example, 
whenever it came to doing simple things such as chores around the 
house, to errands, and big things such as applying for a job, this 
way of thinking has allowed me to get everything done in a timely 
manner. In addition, it has increased my confidence because I 
firmly believe that no matter what endeavors I set out to achieve, I 
will be successful.  

One of the things I struggled to accept was my autism. Last year, I 
believed my diagnosis to be a mistake and began to view it as some-
thing of which I should be ashamed. I began to understand my 
diagnosis and saw it more as a blessing than a curse. I chose this 
major because I want to help people. One day, I want to be a 
private practicing therapist who utilizes a multitude of treatment 
approaches in assisting their patients and to teach a stress manage-
ment course at a local high school or community college. Though I 
know the road to this is long and treacherous, I am willing to work 
for it, no matter the cost.  

Thank you is not an acceptable word to describe how incredibly 
grateful I am to all of you who have awarded me the LEAP Transfer 
Scholarship. It is through this, that you have given the gift of educa-
tion to a student who aspires to change the world for the better. 

Lauren Cotton 
Wilton, CT 

Mental Health 
Nursing Practice  

My experience in the Nursing 
Program at NCC gave me the 
confidence to continue my 
education with Fairfield 
University as it was the starting 
point of my journey into nursing as a profession. NCC’s Nursing 
Program was both challenging and engaging. I left feeling prepared 
to work not only as a staff nurse in my chosen nursing specialty of 
psychiatry, but also feeling fully supported by the staff and NCC 
community at large in my decision to immediately begin my 
advanced nursing degree. I recall going to one of the nursing 
professors and expressing concern regarding being able to transi-
tion from NCC to Fairfield University. She looked me straight in the 
eye and sternly replied, “Lauren you are going to do just fine.” That 
meant so much to me and I often look back on that memory when I 
am challenged in my current program. 

The biggest challenge I faced in my life was giving birth to my first 
son when I was 15 years old. It was a time in my life that was full of 
tremendous growth and I was having to leave behind a childhood 
that seemingly had only just begun. I certainly could have chosen 
many different paths that might not have had such positive endings 
as where I am now in my life. Even at such a tender age, I was 
determined to do what was best not only for myself but more impor-
tantly at that time, for my son. And that sentiment has continued to 
this day and now includes my other four children as well. 

I chose to work in the nursing specialty of psychiatric mental 
health, as it has a patient population, I believe is the most vulner-
able and in need. I currently work psych in-patient, and I see 
firsthand the gaps in care and how these individuals might be better 
treated for optimal healing and functioning. Part of my mission 
upon graduation is to work for a HRSA-approved clinical site that 
serves the most at-risk patients and provides competent, compas-
sionate care each day. Fairfield University is directly linked to 
multiple HRSA-approved sites for clinical rotations, so getting my 
foot in the door of such facilities is a huge benefit the program 
offers. 
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and my mom struggling with Parkinson’s disease, this scholarship 
will ease a heavy financial burden on both me and my family. Thank 
you again for your donation. Your support means the world to me.  

Gordon Hanssen Greenwich, CT 
Financial Economics 

My experience at NCC helped me get my educational goals back on 
track. Before enrolling here, I was a college dropout who had a 
long history of struggling in school. From my very first class at NCC, 
I knew this place was special as I experienced firsthand why so 
many students reinvent themselves here. The abundance of clubs 
for every interest, passionate professors, and friendly yet compet-
itive culture among students act as an incubator for students to 
grow into their dreams. Before I knew it, NCC had turned me into a 
well-rounded student with all the skills and knowledge to continue 
my aspirations of becoming an economist.  

The biggest challenge I have ever faced in my life has been affording 
the high price tag of higher education. My first stint in college came 
to an end because of my failure to afford my tuition payments. 
Growing up in an impoverished family, graduating from college 
seemed like the ultimate luxury and one that I could never afford as 
I consistently took gaps in my education to work full-time to afford 
next semester’s tuition.  

Thank you to the donors who funded my scholarship. I see this 
scholarship as more than a dollar amount, but you conveying you 
truly believe in me and the ambitious goals I have set out for myself. 
Your generosity is helping me pursue my dream of becoming an 
economist while also becoming one of the first in my family to 
 graduate from college.  

Sofia Trujillo 
Norwalk, CT 
Psychology 

Being at NCC exposed me 
to people from many 
different backgrounds. 
Every person I met had a story of personal growth and achievement. 
I started to realize that people at NCC were not traditional college 
students; they were warriors and survivors. Professor Janie Burk-
hardt inspired me to be better and to shine. I am now very grateful 
for the experiences I had I believe that a community college shapes 
your character, prepares you for the next steps and keeps your feet 
grounded.  

I initially moved to the US with my mom when I was 15 years old. 
Leaving my culture, language, friends, and family was very hard, but 
trying to fit in a completely different culture was even more difficult. 
Afraid and confused about what being a teenager meant in this 
culture, I started isolating myself, and the stress affected me to a 
point where my mom decided it was best to go back to Colombia. I 
did, but I no longer had a home there, so I moved from house to 
house looking for a place where I could live. That was difficult to 
overcome, but it made me who I am today.  

I started therapy at 5, psychiatric medicine at 7, and was diagnosed 
bipolar at 14. Throughout the years I have studied my condition, 
and I have mapped out my own plan. I want to help others who 
struggle with mental health to be happy and self-sufficient. My 
dream is to be a pre-med student and become a psychiatrist. 

I have been blessed to encounter people along the way who have 
helped me and continue to do so. Some contributions are greater 
than others in monetary value, but to me, they are all equally as 
valuable, and without the help of each of the people who are 
allowing me the opportunity to prepare myself, I could not be doing 
this. Thank you for allowing me to be the best, and for giving the 
people that I will help the opportunity to be happy.  

Jack Waters 
Wilton, CT 
Financial Economics 

NCC has played an integral part of 
my life in various ways. Without 
NCC, I would never have had a 
second chance to receive an 
education; furthermore, transfer 
to an ivy league college. With the help from NCC faculty, staff, 
adjuncts, and professors, I was able to fully understand what it 
means to be a part of community. I've learned from professors that 
academics are interesting and fulfilling. As president of five different 
clubs, I've learned from students the value of teamwork. All these 
experiences have shaped me into the student I am today. 

When my father abandoned me, I watched. When high school 
teachers told me I was a disappointment, I listened. When my family 
held conversations about how my 1.9 high school GPA meant that I 
had no potential, I observed. However, I've proven them all wrong 
and greatly surpassed their expectations. When I enrolled at NCC, it 
was challenging to excel inside and outside the classroom, consid-
ering my past habits and an at home learning environment filled 
with alcoholism, suicidal siblings, evictions, and financial struggles. 
However, between my desire to succeed and newly discovered 
passions, I was steadily able to increase my GPA from a 3.2 my first 
year to a 4.0 my third year, engage in student activities, and 
volunteer in the community. More importantly, my desire to learn, 
which was previously non-existent, is now immeasurable. 
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impact for donors and that they can witness how their simple act 
has an exponential effect. 

Ceren Citak 
Norwalk, CT 
Biology 

In the six years it took me to 
finish my associate degree, I 
received help from various 
faculty and staff who believed in me and encouraged me to believe 
in myself. My counselors, Renae Edge and Susan Gebhardt-Burns 
helped me logistically and lifted my spirits. I remember one time, a 
maintenance worker saw me in the hallway, distraught from a diffi-
cult class, on the verge of giving up. He stopped to check in with 
me. I described my frustrations, and he responded, “you are going 
to pass this class; I believe in you.” These are words I heard from 
every corner of the college, even from someone whose job descrip-
tion had nothing to do with giving pep talks to students. That 
experience proved to me just how important community is, and that 
if others can believe in me, I can too.  

My life has been a series of challenges. I was born into an abusive, 
broken home in which I lacked physical safety and financial secu-
rity. My family was poor, and we were evicted multiple times. Living 
in a dangerous environment led to severe mental health problems. I 
escaped in my teens and became homeless at a young age. I had to 
fight to survive. I was barely able to graduate high school given my 
circumstances, despite a passion for learning. Ambitiously, I signed 
up for a full load of classes at 18 despite working over 55 hours a 
week between multiple jobs and living in a homeless shelter. Strug-
gling with poverty has been the most difficult obstacle in my life, 
despite having to simultaneously surmount mental and physical 
illnesses.  

I would like to extend my utmost gratitude to the donors who 
funded my scholarship. For most of my time during the six years of 
working painstakingly towards my associate degree, I had to work 
three or more jobs to afford to exist. I have been a fully self-
supporting individual since I was 17 years old, and never thought 
that higher education was an option for me. I thought that I was 
unlucky, born with dreams too big into a family too poor. But 
through the help of the NCC Foundation, I have been able to take 
advantage of the opportunity to prove myself and put in the hard 
work towards my dreams. Every twelve dollars in my scholarship is 
an hour that I can spend studying instead of working to put food in 
my belly.  

Kezia Tandjaja 
Queens, NY 
Biomolecular Science 

Norwalk Community College is the first 
college I attended when I arrived in the 
United States. It set my education 
trajectory. My dream is to become a 
researcher and a physician, yet I did not know where to start. The 
NCC Honors Program advisor helped me. Like me, he also started in 
a community college, and he worked his way up to earn a full 
scholarship to do a master’s degree at Yale University. I remember 
being so amazed by this possibility. I thought it would be crazy if 
there might be a chance for me to do it as well. This professor is 
still helping me to achieve my dream, even though I have graduated. 
We are doing genetics-based research with several others NCC 
students and alumni. I am forever grateful to him and all the people 
from NCC that shaped my life.  

One of my biggest challenges was when my father was diagnosed 
with cardiomegaly. His heart was working at 40% capacity. In one of 
our consultation visits, the doctor looked at charts, and while taking 
a bite of his apple, he said calmly that my father would have only 
approximately 3 years left to live. It was a hard blow. I was then 
unfamiliar with the mix of emotions that flooded me. It was either 
sadness, guilt, anger, or hopelessness. How could someone present 
this kind of information so calmly as if we were just another study 
case on some papers? I believe that physicians are supposed to 
bridge humanity with matters such as life or death. It was a bitter 
experience, yet a necessary one that pushes me to go into the 
medical field. No family should ever feel like a disease or death of a 
family member is insignificant. The major I am doing right now 
focuses on molecular interactions that exist in living beings’ physi-
ology. My current program will lead me to both of my dreams, to 
serve as medical personnel and to contribute to future scientific 
research. 

I cannot thank you enough for the scholarship that you gave me. 
The gift has been truly a blessing to me and my family, especially 
when the pandemic hit our finances hard. Supporting a person’s 
dream goes a long way in their hearts and minds. I wish that I can 
follow your footsteps in the future, helping the next college genera-
tions from Norwalk Community College. I could not have been 
where I am now without your help. May you have an abundance of 
success, happiness, and health! 
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I would like to extend a most deep-seated thank you to those who 
have funded this scholarship. I am incredibly humbled and encour-
aged knowing my continued efforts in nursing are being recognized 
and celebrated. I can assure the donors their supportive efforts are 
graciously received and both my unwaveringly exceptional 
academic and progressive professional endeavors are a direct 
reflection my personal determination to be the best care provider 
possible. I would hope the donors will follow my development as an 
advanced nurse practitioner and take pride in all that I achieve 
beyond college as they have played a huge part in that journey. 

Katerina Salony 
Greenwich, CT 
Psychology 
My experience at NCC allowed 
me to discover what is important 
to me. With the support of 
professors, I felt encouraged to 
pursue a degree in psychology. My teacher, Ms. Janine Boland, from 
Introduction to Psychology, is the person who inspired me to want 
to work with children who have learning differences. I started 
volunteering with the YMCA Special Needs Program, with a group of 
kids Ms. Boland works with, and this experience is what shaped my 
goal of becoming a therapist. It was not always easy, but whenever I 
went, I was so happy to volunteer and work with the children. From 
that experience, I knew I wanted to continue working with children 
and help them overcome challenges. 

The biggest challenge I faced until today was being born with 
Apraxia of Speech. This challenge made it hard for me to talk and 
do well with reading comprehension. I went through a lot of speech 
therapy where I had to learn to pronounce certain letters and 
strengthen muscles in my mouth. My awareness surrounding my 
pronunciation made me self-aware and insecure about talking out 
loud in front of others. With time I overcame this insecurity and 
built the confidence to speak. My therapy sessions helped tremen-
dously and today I am at the same level as my peers.  

I decided to pursue a degree in psychology to become a therapist 
and work with children who have learning disabilities and 
emotional concerns. From my own experience with Apraxia, I know 
how hard it can be to overcome a learning disability. I want to help 
others the way my therapists helped me. Transferring to Fordham 
will allow me to take more classes focused on child learning and 
development. I hope to take advantage of Fordham's opportunities 
such as working in research labs alongside professors. Experiences 
like these will give me the tools to be a successful therapist and help 
those in need. 

I want to thank the donors who funded my scholarship. The outlay 
of college tuition took a tremendous financial toll on my family and 
me. I feel so grateful that donors recognize the financial liability of 
going to a four-year institution and that they support this foundation 
to help students like myself. With this scholarship, I can worry less 
about the financial aspect of college and focus on my studies. Thank 
you does not feel like enough to say, but again if I could say 
anything to the donors, I would want them to know how apprecia-
tive I am for their donation. With the assistance of my scholarship, I 
hope to excel in school and pursue my degree in psychology which 
will allow me to help others. 

Kaelei Lewis 
Norwalk, CT 
Computer Science/ 
Psychology 

My experience at NCC has shaped the 
way I perceive progress. Working 
with professors and faculty on campus gave me the opportunity to 
allow myself to be a beginner in a new study. It can be easy to 
compare my progress to classmates who have been studying 
computer science for much longer. However, I was assured in 
nearly every computer science class that it is a major based on 
continual learning. To keep up with ever-changing technology, one 
must be willing to learn from others and adjust their prior knowl-
edge to succeed. This allowed me to look at my personal progress 
rather than relative progress and be a much happier student. 

The biggest challenge I have faced in life was when I developed a 
chronic illness mid-semester. During the fall of 2019, 85% of my 
body was covered in mysterious lacerations that would not heal. I 
did not want anyone to know about my condition and suffered in 
silence until it became impossible to hide. I thought that Professors 
and students would give me vague sympathy, but I was surprised by 
the support by the NCC community. Professors allowed me exten-
sions for when my condition impeded my writing and ordered 
special gloves for me during labs. Eventually, other students helped 
connect me with a doctor who has essentially cured my mystery 
illness.  

The action the donors chose has a domino effect. I have not met a 
single Foundation Scholarship recipient who hasn’t expressed a 
desire to reciprocate this act later in their careers. The donor’s 
funds will reach out to the communities where Norwalk Community 
College recipients take up residence and further aid another gener-
ation of students in need. I hope that this is a somewhat traceable 
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Kimberly Bocuzzo 
New Canaan, CT 
Bachelor’s of Science 
in Nursing 

My experience at NCC gave me 
the confidence and knowledge 
to pass the NCLEX nurse licen-
sing exam. I am now an RN! Ms. Hooper showed me compassion in 
the first weeks of the nursing program and throughout my time at 
NCC. She has a big heart and really cares about us, not only as 
students but as individuals with unique needs. I learned that there 
are a lot of people willing to help; all you have to do is ask. Diane 
Donovan, the director of the tutoring program, was also instru-
mental in helping me get the assistance I so desperately needed 
during my time as a student. 

The biggest challenge I have faced in my life is supporting my 
husband in the recovery of his struggles with addiction. Many 
people do not openly speak about a family member’s struggle with 
addiction out of fear of being judged. I tended to feel isolated as a 
result and often wary of seeking help because I would have to 
explain my situation. I felt myself spread thin at times due to the 
demands placed on me. I was working part time, raising a baby and 
a toddler, trying to support my husband’s needs, all while 
attempting to navigate the challenges of nursing school. It felt like 
an uphill battle most of the time, but I kept my eye on the end goal 
of receiving my Associate of Science in Nursing. I am proud to say 
that my husband has been sober for quite some time and my family 
is doing well. 

I am continuing my studies at Sacred Heart University to complete 
my RN to BSN. This degree will open up many more opportunities 
to me in the field of nursing. I have not yet decided what nursing 
specialty I will pursue. My current goal is to gain experience on a 
Medical/Surgical floor in a local hospital to help me determine what 
specialty suits me best.  

As for my personal goals, I am pursuing a fulfilling career that will 
give me the means to provide for my family. Fairfield County is 
expensive, and I know that nursing will provide opportunities for 
growth. I hope to have a long and profitable career where the sky is 
the limit.  

I would like to say thank you to the supporters of the NCCF. Your 
generosity has made it possible for me to pursue my dream of 
becoming a Registered Nurse. I feel like I won the lottery. To think 
someone who has never met me is giving me the gift of an education 
is inspiring. The money I receive will lessen the financial burden on 
my family. I am committed to achieving academic excellence and 
showing my donors that their charitable contributions really do 

make a difference. I hope to one day be in the position to pay this 
act of selflessness forward, so that I, too, may make someone's 
dream of becoming a nurse a reality. 

Natalie Tobin 
Milford, CT 
Bachelor’s of Science 
in Nursing 

My experience at NCC taught 
me more about myself than I 
have known in my 21 years 
prior. I graduated with so much more than a nursing degree; the 
life lessons, friends, skills, and knowledge are only a fraction of all 
that I will take with me from NCC as I continue my education. Two 
of my professors, Tanisha Tyson, and Brenda Hooper, showed me 
that I can swim if I am thrown into the deep end of the water. Their 
belief in me helped me to believe in myself in many situations that I 
would have wanted to run away from due to anxiety and this is an 
important lesson I will never forget. 

The biggest challenges I have faced in life have revolved around me 
being my own worst enemy. While I have dealt with many external 
challenges, I find the ones that are internal to be a little harder to 
get out of. It really is how I handle life’s curveballs that affects its 
impact. 

I’m advancing my RN degree to a Bachelor of Science in Nursing. I 
chose this major because both my professional and personal goals 
involve advancing my nursing career to its highest point. To me, 
knowledge is power and will allow me to be the best nurse I can be. 

To the donors who funded my scholarship, I cannot thank you 
enough for your faith in my continuing education. This faith is what 
I will take with me as I go further and further into my nursing 
career. Your help and support are what keeps me going and moti-
vates me always to do my best and be my best not only for myself 
but for my patients. Thank you, donors, from the bottom of my 
heart, for giving me this gift as I get myself started in the world of 
nursing. 
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Lindsay Stewart 
Fairfield, CT 
Graphic Design 

Within three years, 
I experienced an 
 unbelievable amount of personal growth for which I owe a great 
thank you to NCC. The affordability of the college allowed me to 
pursue courses such as Sculpture I and Digital Illustration. In class, 
I gained mentors who guided me towards scholarships, work 
opportunities, and helped me to revolutionize my creative mind and 
become a graphic design major. I received so much support and 
encouragement at NCC that I was able to thrive and accomplish 
goals I never would have imagined. When I applied to NCC, I was 
reluctant to pursue a major in art because I didn’t think I was good 
enough to be considered an artist. NCC art director, Joe Fucigna, 
and graphic design professor, Ken Lalli, became the mentors who 
helped me to internalize myself as an artist. I earned a membership 
into Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society, became a chapter officer, and 
graduated with a 3.97 GPA. One of the greatest lessons I learned 
was “get comfortable with being uncomfortable.” I’ve found that 
being uncomfortable means that I am in a position of growth, 
allowing me to become my best self.  

The biggest challenge I have faced in life is having enough 
confidence in myself to be able to say with certainty, “I am smart.” 
In high school, I encountered health issues that made it challenging 
to operate normally. Paying attention for periods of time, socializing 
with new peers, staying awake, and feeling like my normal, happy 
self, took more energy than I had available. Instead of accepting my 
health problems as they were, I allowed them to fill me with doubt. 
I finally understood that some things may not come to me as easily 
for myself as they do for my peers; I may have to work longer and 
harder than my peers, but that doesn’t mean I’m not smart. I am 
smart.  

I want to express my utmost gratitude to the donors who funded my 
scholarship and I want to say thank you for believing in my educa-
tion and professional goals. Your investment in me is appreciated 
and valued; my record reflects my commitment and effort. I will 
dedicate all my time and energy to my education because I care 
about learning and I want to see my future self make a difference in 
the lives of others. For that to happen, I need to take care of myself, 
my mental wellbeing, and put my education first. Your donation 
permits me to attend school without the cost weighing on my mind, 
thus allowing me to commit myself fully to my education and 
continued development. 

Miguel Reyes 
Greenwich, CT 
Software Engineering 

My experience at NCC helped me to 
believe that I am more than capable 
of taking on any challenge that comes 
my way. There was a point in time 
when I was very insecure about my academic abilities but thanks to 
NCC's tutoring center along with their staff and my fellow class-
mates, I was able to overcome this insecurity. Most importantly I 
learned that at times it is very important to let go of your ego and 
allow others to help you. Whether it is help you need in homework 
or help in social skills, just put yourself out there and don't be 
afraid to accept the help. At NCC, I was able to take a few program-
ming classes. I loved the problem-solving aspect of programming as 
well as the architecture/structure needed when building applica-
tions. My short-term professional goal is to become a software 
engineer. 

The biggest challenges I face in life is honestly dealing with myself. I 
believe the only thing that has ever stood in the way of my goals is 
not being all there mentally. The resources are available, there is an 
abundance of educational resources today so there really isn't an 
excuse for one to not move forward with a goal. In today’s world, 
we can learn how to do almost anything on the internet – calculus, 
programming, weight-lifting, dieting and more. Dealing with myself 
is a never-ending challenge but that is okay because as long as I am 
doing what I have to do to be the best version of myself and achieve 
my goals, I can overcome this challenge each and every time.  

I want to thank you so much for your donation towards my educa-
tion. This means the world to my family and me as I am a step 
closer to being the first person in my family to receive a four-year 
degree. Because of you, I can pursue my educational goals at the 
school I believe will give me the greatest chance to become a well-
rounded software engineer. You also inspire me to give back to the 
Foundation someday when I am in a better place financially. Thank 
you from my family and me. 

– 12 –



are 100% my responsibility. It is a hard pill to swallow. And to think 
that those who have failed me in my youth probably don’t even 
know or remember the hurt they have caused, while I have deep, 
lifelong struggles that are my burden to bear. Isn’t this essentially 
everyone’s biggest challenge at some point in their life? On a 
personal level, studying economics will help me systematize my life. 
As someone with ADHD, structure for resources like time, money, 
and brain power are the key to thrive and accomplish great things.  

Thank you, donors. You are changing lives, but more than that, 
impacting legacies. I imagine there are many stories for scholarship 
recipients— first to go to college in the family, earning more money 
for family, complete studies to move on to important goals. I have 
nothing but gratitude for the donors who continue to give of their 
resources to ensure better futures for students. 

Daymary Lopez 
Stratford, CT 
Sociology 
The time I spent at NCC taught me 
that I am resilient, especially last 
year. Transitioning from being a 
full-time on campus student to 
completely going online was difficult for many, but I managed to 
stay on top of my assignments, I made sure to carve out time for 
studying and remained diligent with my assignment due dates. Two 
people that truly had an impact on my life and my success at NCC 
were professors Suzanne Zuanelli, who taught Crisis Intervention, 
which was extremely helpful during a family crisis/emergency. She 
became a source of guidance for me during my internships and 
work at the residential eating disorder facility where I am currently 
employed. Steve Glazier was my advisor and he informed me about 
all the great opportunities available to me through NCC, including 
the NCC Foundation, Phi Theta Kappa, and the transfer program to a 
four-year state university.  

The biggest challenge that I've faced in life was having to take care 
of my siblings and putting my family first as a young adult, which is 
why I didn't go to college or get a degree in my early twenties. As 
the only daughter, I was tasked with supporting my siblings after my 
mother had a mental break in my teens. I immediately began to 
work full time right out of high school to support my family. 
Although this time in my life shaped me in many negative ways, I am 
proud to have been independent at such a young age. This chal-
lenge taught me to be resilient, resourceful, professional, diligent, 
hard-working, responsible, and dependable.  

I would like to say thank you for giving me the opportunity to 
become the first person in my family to earn a college degree and 
for giving me a fighting chance in this world to make my goals more 
attainable. With this scholarship, I will be able to build generational 
wealth, be an example to other older students who feel like it's too 

late for them to earn a degree, build a better community and help 
those in need once I've earned my degree. From the bottom of my 
heart, thank you for your financial assistance. I hope that someday I 
will be able to make someone's dreams more attainable and help 
them reach their full potential.  

Walter Martinez Stamford, CT 
Accounting  
My experience at NCC shaped my life by teaching me time manage-
ment, discipline, and motivating me to continue with my education. 
Attending NCC allowed me to learn from different professors who 
are currently in their field of work and teach students exactly what it 
is they need to learn. I was able to learn from students as well and 
how they were able to manage their time effectively with all they 
have going outside of school. Professors at NCC really care about 
seeing students succeed and not stop their education at just an 
associate degree. One professor who really made a difference was 
my accounting professor who is now retired. She really pushed me 
and made learning fun and most importantly easy to understand.  

The biggest challenge I have faced in life is figuring out how I would 
pay for college. While I was at NCC it was not as big of a challenge 
as it is now because I was able to do payment plans and tuition was 
not as high as it is now. Once I graduated NCC, I knew I wanted to 
pursue a bachelor’s degree, I just didn’t know how I would manage 
with the payment. Worrying about payment made me question how 
long it would take to graduate from my four-year university. I was 
worried that I would not focus as much on school because it meant 
I would have to work more to pay for tuition. I chose my major 
after taking my first accounting course at NCC. The same professor 
who made learning fun and interesting connected me with her 
husband who was working at a financial institution in New York City. 
At the time I was unsure of what specific business concentration I 
would choose once I transferred. I was debating between finance or 
accounting. My professor taught accounting and her husband 
majored in finance. From there I was able to ask questions about 
what each field looked like and what a typical day at the office was. 
That experience gave me a clear understanding of what I envisioned 
myself doing once I graduated.  

To the donors who funded my scholarship I would like to say thank 
you. From the bottom of my heart, thank you so much. I believe I 
can speak for others who are in the same situation as I am and are 
worried about college payments and debt that receiving an email 
stating you have received an award is a feeling like no other. No 
matter how big or small the award is, we are grateful to receive any 
help we can get. This not only pushes me to do well in school, but it 
inspires me to someday mentor students who are unsure of what 
path to take and how to get to where they want to be. Thank you for 
believing in me and allowing me to get closer to my dreams. 
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Carla Candido da Silva
Norwalk, CT 
Government 

My experience at NCC helped me to 
become a dedicated and enthusi-
astic student, which made it 
possible for me to transfer to an 
excellent four-year institution. Because English is not my first 
language, I was apprehensive about how difficult it would be to 
attend college in the United States. The support of the NCC staff and 
professors was crucial on breaking the language barrier. While 
attending classes, my English skills improved in a way I never imag-
ined to be possible. The most important lesson I learned at NCC was 
that hard work pays off, and that I should believe in my own capa-
bility of achieving my dreams, while supporting and receiving 
support from others.  

The biggest challenged I faced and overcame in my life was the lack 
of instruction and education in my youth. In Brazil, education is a 
first concern only for a fraction of the population due to poverty 
challenges. As many others, my family did not understand the 
importance of education and how transforming it can be to 
someone. I was raised by a single mother who worked very hard to 
support our family, but who never encouraged me to do well in 
school or to attend college. Only as an adult and through life 
experience did I learn how education can cause lifetime changes in 
every single aspect of our lives. I chose to study Government at 
Smith College for an array of reasons. I am very interested in 
learning more about how the political system and institutions work 
in the United States and globally. 

I would love to thank the donors who funded my scholarship 
immensely. I truly admire you who selflessly invest your money in 
helping the students to thrive academically and change our future. 
With your donation, I will be able to dedicate more time to my 
studies and academic involvement, while worrying less about my 
financial situation while in school. Earning my degree is going to 
change family’s life, as I will be the first one in my immediate family 
to complete college. With your help, completing my education will 
help me to one day achieve my dreams and make an impact in our 
society with my hard work. You are now part of my success. Thank 
you so much for your donation.  

Aditya Gollu 
Bridgeport, CT 
Business Administration 

NCC showed me how to be strong 
and never give up in life. All the 
faculty and my professors helped 
and guided me with knowledge for 
future endeavors. NCC Foundation has been my strong support 
during my journey at NCC and my future steps at SCSU.  

Last year I became ill with Covid. My health took a major turn, and I 
am still slowly recovering. There was also a point in time that I had 
to give up my education due to a financial crisis. Every day was 
challenging with a phase of depression. Hope played a major role, 
with help of NCC Foundation. Self- determination taught me to never 
give up on my goals. I completed my degree at NCC with honors.  

I would like to thank the donors from the bottom of my heart for 
giving a dreamer a path to achieve goals. Your support will give me 
immense strength to lay my groundwork to higher education and 
future achievements in my new journey. I promise, I won’t let you 
down. In the future, I hope to spread my hands to help others. 

Gyasi Govan 
New Haven, CT 
Business Economics 
All my professors had a 
clear goal of preparing 
students for life, career, 
and furthering their educa-
tion. Professor Mike Roe was and is currently a mentor of mine. He 
has offered me his time and attention. I can call or zoom with him 
for any questions regarding life, business, or career advice. Physics 
professor Gee has left a lasting impression on me. During my time 
in his class, honestly, I was annoyed and frustrated with his teaching 
style. He gets a bad rep because he makes all students work for 
their grade, and he never gives an answer, but instead says things 
like “did you follow the problem-solving method?” Now I use the 
problem-solving method EVERY DAY in my daily life and relation-
ships. Who knew that 3 months of critical thinking and figuring out 
answers in physics class would be my new standard.  

My biggest challenge has been facing myself. I realized that my trials 
and struggles as a youth are not my fault, but my every day personal 
choices in adulthood that are directly influenced by those struggles 
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Zoriana Melnyk Shelton, CT 
RN to BSN (Nursing) 
The experience at NCC was the turning point in my life. It changed 
me from a common person to a special person. It taught me leader-
ship, time management, stress management, and teamwork. I am 
very thankful for an amazing and valuable experience at clinical and 
lectures. I am very grateful for wonderful professors who taught me 
well how to become a professional nurse.  

The biggest challenge I faced in life around nine years ago was 
when I moved to the USA with my husband. It was not an easy deci-
sion at that time for my family and me. However, we came to this 
country for a better opportunity and a better life for our children. I 
appreciate and am very grateful for all the obstacles we had to over-
come to have what we have now. I knew that achieving my dreams 
wouldn't be easy, but I put so much effort and time into the process, 
and I am very proud of my achievements and keep working towards 
becoming an APRN one day. 

Nursing has always been my passion. I want to help people, take 
care of them and provide support when needed. I enjoy what I do 
and I think that is what really matters in life. The University of 
Bridgeport is helping me to become more professional, educated, 
confident, and informed on every aspect of my nursing career. I met 
so many great professors who shared their valuable experiences 
and knowledge with students, which is very helpful in practice. 

I am writing to thank you for your generous RN to BSN scholarship. 
I was very happy and appreciative to learn that I was selected as the 
recipient of your scholarship. By awarding me the RN to BSN schol-
arship, you have lightened my financial burden, allowing me to 
focus more on the most important aspect of school, learning. I 
really appreciate your generous help.  

Emanuel 
Otalvaro 
Stamford, CT 
Pre-Dental 
Hygiene 

My experience at 
NCC helped my 
academics to evolve with the many resources of the college. I devel-
oped relationships with a few professors and advisors that still help 
me with any questions I may have. NCC has many advisors and 
resources that have helped guide me throughout my time at the 
college.  

The biggest challenge I have faced thus far is having to work full-
time while being a full-time student. It has been very challenging but 
eventually I have gotten through it to the best of my ability. I chose 
my major because it will help me perform best at dental school in 
the future.  

I thank the donors immensely for helping those who truly want to 
succeed and further their academic career. These funds are going 
to help me tremendously, and prior funds have helped as well. 
From the bottom of my heart, I hope I will be able to give back to 
the Foundation whenever I finish my career. It would feel amazing 
to be able to do so.  

Pia Del Carpio 
Norwalk, CT 
Economics 
My experience at NCC shaped 
my life by giving me the oppor-
tunity to continue studying 
without legal immigration status. During my first semester at NCC, 
Professor Burkhardt encouraged me to work to my full potential as 
my effort would be recognized. Before taking her class, I believed 
that an associate degree would be my limit. However, she made me 
realize that when you study, everything is possible and that there 
were scholarships that would make sure I met my goals. Professor 
Burkhardt stayed with me after school on many occasions to make 
sure that my assignments were on the right track. This experience 
made me feel that the professors at NCC care that you learn and 
succeed.  

The biggest challenge I have faced was coming to this country to 
study without a legal immigration status. Since I started attending 
college, I have been working nonstop to meet my student expenses. 
I am proud of it. On many occasions, I could not fulfill the assign-
ments on time because I had to work double shifts. Education has 
always been my priority; however, my financial situation has inter-
fered in many cases. The challenges of studying at a university are 
not easy, but the NCC professors are aware of that. They had a 
crucial role in my educational process, and without their support, I 
would not have managed to graduate. My goal is to own a restau-
rant. Before coming to this country, my mother had a small 
restaurant. She did not have the opportunity to go to college, and 
she did not know how to manage finances. In 2018, her restaurant 
went bankrupt, and we had to come to this country to start from 
scratch. Since then, I have the goal of opening a restaurant and not 
make the same mistakes of the past.  

My goal is to make my mom proud and take care of her. The LEAP 
scholarship will be a great financial support for my transition to a 
four-year school. I am not planning to stop working. I will keep 
working at the restaurant to attend college. Going through so many 
challenges to get into a classroom has made me appreciate my 
education. No one will take my knowledge away from me, and I am 
sure it is the best investment of time and money I will ever make. I 
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Juli Torres-Parra 
Bridgeport, CT 
Nursing 

My NCC experience helped me over-
come hard times with strength, 
integrity, and to thrive against the 
odds. Many professors were very 
helpful during those times. I espe-
cially recall Ms. Edwards and Ms. Hopper in the nursing 
department. I have always been interested in the healthcare field. I 
love nursing because it allows me to care for people. 

The biggest challenge I faced was being diagnosed with cancer at a 
young age Completing my BSN will bring my education closer to my 
end goal to become a neonatal intensive care nurse.  

I would like to thank the donors for their help of people who are 
trying to change their future for themselves and their families. As a 
first-generation college student, I am very proud of how far I have 
come and excited to continue thriving with my education. A huge 
part is thanks to the donors of the Norwalk Community College 
Foundation. 

Carrie Werning 
Wilton, CT 
Exercise and Sport Science 

My experience at NCC helped me 
turn my ambitions into a reality and 
start down a career path that I am 
passionate about: fitness for people 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. The high standards 
in academics set an example of excellence for me that I still try to 
follow in all my classes. I received very valuable guidance and 
advice related to the field from both Paul Gallo and Nicole Mendola 
that continues to shape my career path. One of my favorite classes 
was Biomechanics. The practical skills and big-picture knowledge I 
gained was immediately applicable to my clients where I worked 
and allowed me to refine the quality of my training.  

The biggest challenge I’ve faced in my life was moving to Connect-
icut, far away from my family in North Carolina. I’ve always been 
financially independent, so paying for college and living expenses 
was very difficult. Being away from my family for the first time in my 
life was very lonely and overwhelming. However, I soon got a job at 
the Riverbrook Regional YMCA, which offered flexible hours and 
meant I could work while also going to school. The connections I 
made there also helped me become more confident. Attending 
classes at NCC gave me direction and purpose and allowed me to 
focus on moving forward and reaching my goals. I chose to pursue 
a degree in fitness because I want to work in adapted exercise for 
people with disabilities.  

I would like to say a huge “thank you” to the donors who funded 
this scholarship and made my education possible. I believe I have a 
passion and a gift for reaching a group of people who face a greater 
number of barriers to exercise and a healthy lifestyle. The donors of 
this scholarship have truly made it possible for me to put my 
passion to work in helping others. Because of this, the scholarship 
is like a gift that keeps on giving. Not only has the NCC Foundation 
made it possible for me to achieve my academic and career goals, it 
allows me to use my skills and talents to give back to the 
community. 

Diana Fedoriv 
Norwalk, CT 
BS in Nursing 

There are many life 
lessons I learned from my 
college days. It is shown 
in some moments such as in class situations, dealing with exams, or 
even when I am socializing with my course mates. 

Some of the biggest challenges that I faced in my life were moving to 
a new country, learning another language and culture, and losing 
my old friends and family. 

I always dreamed of going to college and becoming a nurse, but 
because my parents didn’t go to college, I was not sure a college 
education would be possible. I decided that I would attain a career 
as a nurse, since my passion has always been assisting others, and 
trying to improve their quality of life. Therefore, I think that 
pursuing such a career will provide me the opportunity to help 
improve my community's quality of health and learn about its 
medical needs. After becoming a certified nurse, I want to specialize 
in pediatrics to take care of children. I believe education is the key 
to success, and I will try my best to accomplish my career goals. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support 
of the Transfer Scholarship. As one of this year’s recipients, I am 
grateful for the opportunities this award provided for me. I rely on 
financial aid, grants and student loans to help finance my education. 
Receiving this scholarship helped reduce my financial burden as I 
continue pursuing my nursing education. 
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caught by ICE and became part of the kids who were being held at 
cold camps on the border. Later, my mom and I were released to 
my father and moved to Connecticut. Instead of things getting better, 
I faced a wave of challenges. I didn't know English, had lots of inse-
curities, and an identity crisis. People were cruel and mean. All this 
made me homesick for a place I could not return. My solution then 
was to toughen up, look at the situation with a positive mindset, and 
work towards my dreams. I overcame even more challenges and 
became a better version of myself.  

I would like to give the donors a big thank you. People like me go 
through so many struggles but I am happy that there are generous 
people out there willing to make good and support others who need 
it. Let me explain why this matters so much to me. My father 
finished his 6th grade and stopped studying. My mom couldn't even 
afford paying for 3rd grade. I am the first person in my family tree 
to receive higher education and will eventually be the first gradu-
ating from a university. My story is one of achievement that I'm 
sharing with them. I am truly happy and grateful. I hope this oppor-
tunity you gave me can come back to you as a bigger blessing. 
Thank you. 

Katiana Pineda 
Norwalk, CT 
Academic Center for 
Exploratory Studies – 
Biology 
My experiences at NCC have 
helped shape who I am today and 
who I can become tomorrow. NCC was the bridge that gave me an 
easy transition into all the new things I had to experience and learn. 
The multicultural community allowed me to experience a new way 
of life and languages while also allowing me to feel comfortable in 
my own right. My psychology class was the best class and the one I 
will always remember. The professor was by far the best one I have 
had. She had a summer t-ball volunteering program with autistic 
children that allowed me to have amazing experiences. I learned a 
lot from it.  

The biggest challenge I have faced in my life thus far has been 
coming to a different country and learning to adapt to a new envi-
ronment. I had to learn the customs, rules, and a different language 
to thrive. The language barrier was the most difficult challenge I 
had to overcome. Coming here also brought the challenge of 
learning how to be self-sufficient. Before I arrived here, I had my 
parents there to support me in what I needed. However, during the 
past few years, I found myself in a position where I needed to learn 
how to fend for myself, requiring me to attain the skills necessary in 
order to find a job to pay for necessities while maintaining a high 
level of focus on my studies. 

To the donors who graciously funded this scholarship, I am 

honored to be the recipient of the LEAP Scholarship. Thanks to your 
generous support, I am the first in my family to go to college. 
Growing up in an underprivileged community has forced me to 
overcome many challenges, but it has taught me the value of a 
college education and what this could mean for my future career. 
Without this funding, I may not be able to pursue an education for 
my future. This funding allows me the opportunity to focus on my 
studies without having to worry about overworking myself to pay for 
classes that I cannot afford on my own. 

Melany D. Rojas Rodriguez 
Stamford, CT 
Psychology 

My experience at NCC helped shape my 
life by meeting amazing professors who 
encouraged me throughout the years. I 
learned that everyone’s college experience 
is different, and I would still get to my end 
goal by working hard and staying focused.  

One of the biggest challenges I’ve faced through life is the financial 
cost of college and choosing the correct career path for me. I chose 
my major because it leads me to a rewarding career that will allow 
me to help people throughout my life.  

I am so appreciative of the donors of this scholarship. They are 
changing the lives of so many students by helping remove some of 
the financial costs that college brings.  

David Villarreal Bridgeport, CT 
Financial Management 

My experiences at NCC have helped me grow and mature not only as 
student but also as a person. It is amazing how a professor, your 
friends from class, the security people, etc. can impact your life in 
so many ways. From Professor Carlson (English 101), I learned that 
nothing is perfect until it is perfect. That means that even when you 
think you have done a great job at something, there is always a way 
to improve it. From Professor Slattery (Marketing 101), I learned 
that no matter whom you are surrounded by, you must always be 
yourself. She also taught me that the only person you compete 
against is the one you look at in the mirror every morning. 

The biggest challenge I have faced was moving to the USA by myself 
and not knowing the language or having friends. Coming to a totally 
different culture and a different way to live was a challenge for me. 
My new challenge right now is moving to a four-year university 
where I do not know anybody. Having new professors, classmates, 
and friends could be exciting but also scary. 

I chose Financial Management because I love numbers and helping 
people. I want to help people invest correctly. I am sure UCONN will 
teach me how to be successful at what I want to do. 
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will be able to make my family proud by being the first to go to 
college thanks to the donors. 

Ananya Jain 
Stamford, CT 
Financial Management/ 
Finance 
As a stranger in Connecticut, 
NCC was like a second home to 
me. I had great professors who 
taught concepts differently, which helped me understand topics that 
I never understood earlier, especially in Calculus. There are so 
many great clubs on campus, and I got a chance to hold many lead-
ership positions in them which helped boost my confidence. 
Everyone on campus was helpful and it felt like we had our own 
little NCC family. My experience at Norwalk Community College was 
amazing and I’m so thankful for all the memories that I made here. 

In a short span of 19 years, I have had an opportunity to live on 3 
different continents and 8 different cities. Although this is a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity, there are many challenges associated with it. 
There have been times when my dad would randomly tell us that we 
must move to a different state in the next month due to his work. 
And, I had no choice but to leave my friends, school, teachers, and 
home behind. After graduating from a high school in Texas, my dad 
told us that we must move to CT, where the out-of-state tuition of 
UConn was too high for me. Although I was a little disappointed that 
I would have to attend a community college at first despite my great 
high school statistics, now I am so glad I made that choice. It was 
the best choice,  

Firstly, I would like to say thank you so much to the generous 
donors for this transfer scholarship. It means so much to me. As 
soon as I opened my email with the news, it brought a smile to my 
face. This scholarship will be going towards my college tuition and 
will not only help me financially but also give me a sense of comfort 
that someone else believes in my dreams as much as I do. I have 
maintained a perfect 4.0 GPA at NCC all semesters, and I will be 
doing nothing but the best at UConn, too. Thank you so much, once 
again. I really appreciate it! 

Lara Lefkowitch 
Norwalk, CT 
Psychological Sciences 
My experiences at NCC helped 
shape my life in numerous 
ways. Among the many valuable 
lessons I learned was the 
importance of being open to new experiences and accepting the 
unknown into my life. It can mean wonderful opportunities and 

unexpected paths to success. One of the forms this lesson took for 
me was the Honors Program, which the NCC Foundation supports 
and makes possible. While the program was a learning experience 
from day one, challenging and pushing me toward my potential, it 
was the capstone project I completed that really helped me to 
develop my skills and discover what kind of student I want to be 
and what academic and professional future for which I want to 
strive.  

I have faced many challenges and setbacks in my life, all of which 
contributed to my unconventional academic path, but the biggest 
hurdle has been returning to school after such a long break in my 
education. I did not expect to go to college, and once I made the 
leap to enroll at NCC, I did not expect to do well or find opportuni-
ties there. In fact, I had no idea that opportunities for people in 
situations like mine existed. Self-doubt can be quite challenging and 
hold you back, and so exploring and pursuing opportunities despite 
this certainty that I did not belong has also proven to be my biggest 
accomplishment, pushing through the doubt to discover that I very 
much belong and that organizations like the Foundation are 
committed to helping me achieve my goals.  

To the donors who funded my scholarship, I would like to first say 
thank you. From the bottom of my heart, thank you for being aware 
of and responsive to the needs of your community, and thank you 
for believing in us. While the relief of having help with school-
related financial burdens cannot be overstated, these scholarships 
represent so much more than financial support. I am both honored 
and humbled to know that there are people out there who not only 
believe that I can succeed but are willing to help me get there. It is 
incredibly motivating to count myself in this company and have 
people investing in my future and expecting me to do well. I look 
forward to the day when I can turn around and give back to my 
community as it has given to me.  

Daniel Martin  Norwalk, CT 
Digital Media and Design 
My experience at NCC taught me to value my education and the 
people around me. My semesters were so packed with work that I 
learned I had to be responsible, and conscious of my time and the 
people and things on which I spend it. Many students go into 
college thinking of games and having fun while the reality is 
different. Yes, college can be fun, but one can get carried away and 
misuse their time. This happened to me. Instead of tripping and 
falling, I stood up and learned from the situation. I began focusing 
only on relevant things and people who have a healthy input in my 
life. I learned to say "no" when necessary, and to be in control of 
my time. 

The biggest challenge in my life was immigrating to the United States 
at fifteen years old, escaping from insecurity and poverty. My 
mother and I were scared and lost for days. We were eventually 
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many memorable experiences at NCC, one of which was my engi-
neering professor who encouraged me to apply for a research 
position through the NASA Connecticut Space Grant Consortium. It 
turned out to be great advice, as I was granted the position and 
learned an enormous amount about computer science and machine 
learning in the process.  

One of the biggest challenges I have faced in life has been my 
journey in returning to college. While most of my friends were 
beginning their careers, I was struggling to overcome health issues 
and to make ends meet. The feeling that I was falling behind in life 
was certainly scary, but I was fortunate to have ‘successful’ friends 
who were humble enough to point out that they were not sure 
where their lives were heading either. I think the hardest lesson I 
have learned is that most of us do not know where we are going, or 
what awaits us at the end, but the simple willingness to strive toward 
a goal is an achievement in and of itself.  

An investment in my education at this specific juncture, where I am 
close to in attaining a degree in Mechanical Engineering, has a 
much greater impact on the trajectory of my future than can be 
represented by any dollar amount. To the donors who have contrib-
uted to my scholarship, I want to say thank you. I am extremely 
grateful, and you are allowing me an opportunity to achieve a goal I 
had once thought impossible. Being provided with financial security 
at this time will allow me the opportunity to focus on my academics 
and give me the greatest chance to succeed in attaining my degree 
and beginning a fulfilling career. 

Mahnoor Khan 
Norwalk, CT 
Finance 

My experience at NCC has truly shaped 
me into the confident and driven indi-
vidual I am today. NCC allowed me to 
participate in its Bridgewater Scholars 
Mentorship Program and as a PASS Tutor which essentially made 
me step out of my comfort zone. This is where I repeatedly chal-
lenged my abilities and strived to become the businesswoman that I 
spent my youth admiring. NCC is an environment that allowed me to 
thrive; its faculty and staff all contributed to my successes. My 
experience at NCC has truly altered the trajectory of my life and I 
will forever be a relentless advocate for community college.  

The biggest challenge I have faced in my life is growing up in a 
traditional South Asian household that oppresses and stifles the 
dreams and aspirations of females. My parents envisioned for me a 
traditional female role as a subservient wife when I desired to do 
much more with my life. I have come to terms with the fact that they 
will always be disappointed with my decision to focus on my educa-
tional and professional dreams, but I am looking forward to 
showing them what I can achieve. As a woman in business, this will 

allow me to demonstrate to my parents, and society, that women are 
well qualified for leadership positions. They, too can be bosses and 
call the shots beyond the confines of a household. Thank you to 
NCC and the NCC Foundation who provided me with the resources I 
needed to thrive as a student.  

I would like to thank the donors for their generosity and confidence 
in my abilities. I will forever be grateful to the NCC Foundation and 
its donors for helping me reach my dreams. Because of the Founda-
tion, my dreams are viable. At UConn’s School of Business, I will 
continue to spend long hours studying and striving for a perfect 
GPA. The LEAP scholarship will lighten my financial burden and it 
will allow me to focus more on my education and I am very thankful 
for that opportunity. Your generosity makes me one step closer to 
my professional goals so thank you.  

Sofia Mori 
Norwalk, CT 
Animal 
Science 
NCC has helped 
me in my college 
career as it made it more memorable and made me better prepared 
in transferring, and the real world. I honestly wish that NCC is a 
four-year school because I would not hesitate to go to another 
school. The community is so belonging, and the staff assists you in 
succeeding. They make sure that every student feels welcomed and 
guide you in the right direction of your career path. They truly care 
about their students. Additionally, I thank Denise Rawles-Smith, 
Karla Smith, Courtney Anstett, and Catherine Lucia that made my 
best two years all the better and so successful. The most valuable 
thing I learned at NCC is to ask questions to people that may not 
know the answer because they can always refer you to other individ-
uals that do know the answer, and that way you can make more 
connections.  

The biggest challenge in my academic career is continuing life in 
the COVID-19 pandemic. We were all living our regular lives until 
the virus came unexpectedly. It was very hard to transition from 
going to school in person to not being able to go into any building 
at all unless you had your mask and cleaning gadgets. As a person 
who prefers and enjoys in-person contact and classes, it felt 
different to be interacting with my classmates in my bedroom 
through a computer screen. Even so, I had done poorly in my first 
semester after transferring. I had to withdraw from one of my 
classes, and I had gotten a C in another. I felt devastated and utterly 
upset with myself. I realized I did not like this version of myself and 
made sure to do better. After my second semester, I improved so 
much. I chose Animal Science because I love working with animals. 
I have grown up all my life learning how to care different species at 
different ages and stages. I went to a high school that taught agricul-

– 21 –

I would like to say this to the donors who have given to this scholar-
ship: “I promise that every dollar given to me will be reflected on 
my grades, my behavior, and my success. Thank you so much for all 
the help.” 

Domenica 
Murillo Borja 
Fairfield, CT 
Management and 
Engineering in 
Manufacturing 

My experience at NCC helped me to appreciate that little things can 
turn into meaningful and unforgettable ones. The small group of 
friends and professors I had at NCC made my college journey so 
welcoming and supportive and something I will carry in my memory 
for a lifetime. Inclusion and friendship made my first two years of 
college the best ones because it made me feel like I was not alone. I 
met incredible people in my classes and at the tutoring center from 
whom I learned so much. They made my journey so enjoyable and 
unique. I will never forget when I had the chance to build a foosball 
table for the first time in my Intro to Engineering class. I had a lot of 
fun and learned so much alongside my classmates. It was a one-of-
a-kind experience that reinforced my love for science and 
manufacturing.  

My biggest challenge is being away from my family. I moved from 
Ecuador when I was sixteen and came to this country that was 
unknown territory for my mom and me. However, distance and the 
fact that I just live with my mother have made me strong and moti-
vated to get a degree in Engineering so I can be the one looking 
after her. What I want the most is for my mom to stop working so 
hard to give me a decent life because now she needs to relax and 
live a little more. I want to make her proud for having a resilient 
and hardworking daughter who can give her a healthy and enjoy-
able life just like she deserves. 

I wholeheartedly thank the donors who funded my scholarship 
because they did not just help me pay for my higher education at 
the University of Connecticut, but they also believed in me and what 
I can offer to the world through my bachelor's degree. I am 
honored to have qualified under their criteria and was awarded this 
scholarship. I appreciate the generous and thoughtful gift the 
donors give to those who deserve it and work hard to achieve their 
professional and personal goals. They are truly making a difference 
by helping others who need it. I assure the donors that I will be fully 
committed to becoming a professional with a work ethic and a 
vision of working on something meaningful every day as a way of 
contributing to this foundation. Thank you so much once again.  

Michael De Luca 
Norwalk, CT 
Allied Health 

NCC gave me the springboard I 
needed to create momentum in my 
education. I learned so much during 
my two years on campus. Also, the 
small class settings created a personal experience that made all the 
difference for me. My fondest memories come by way of the Honors 
Club and its director, Jonathan McMenamin-Balano. I really enjoyed 
working with him on my Capstone project. I even managed to do an 
experiment with human subjects when I was not supposed to and 
somehow, get away with it. Also, the field trips were fun. We went to 
MOMA and the Natural History Museum.  

My greatest challenge is, perhaps, loss. Too many people I know 
have died. My favorite people like my dad. After the police killed my 
father, I obsessed over every aspect of the civil proceedings. Maybe 
I exposed myself too much. For example, I sat face to face with the 
people who pulled the trigger over long depositions trying to under-
stand exactly what had happened. I viewed the autopsy photos and 
collected my dad’s blood-soaked belongings from police evidence. I 
could have elected otherwise, but I tried too hard to make sense of 
the senseless. 

I don’t know if I am writing this because I am trying to impress you 
or still traumatized. But I just can’t pretend that something else was 
my biggest challenge. 

Beyond a hearty THANK YOU, I would say that donating money to a 
scholarship is one of the best things you can do to help the 
community. For one, you are typically investing in the youth who are 
the future of our nation. Second, the costs of college are a huge 
impediment for people who come from low socioeconomic back-
grounds. By giving money you are helping enact true change for 
generations of people. Lastly, you can give someone a fish, or you 
can teach them how to fish. By funding my education, you are 
helping provide me with a career by teaching me how to fish.  

Jeremiah Ebel 
Willimantic, CT 
Mechanical 
Engineering 

My experience at NCC 
helped shape me and 
my life by giving me a chance to achieve my dream of graduating 
from a four-year college to become an engineer. I was intimidated 
by the prospect of returning to college after having been away for so 
long. What I did not know was exactly how welcoming and 
nurturing the community at NCC could be, evidenced by the many 
diverse students on campus of all ages and backgrounds. I had 
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the amount of financial burden you took off me and my family’s 
shoulders. I stressed so much leading up to my official transfer to 
UCONN because I felt money was going to be a deciding factor in 
everything I did on campus. I worried I wouldn’t reach my potential 
because of the hold money had on me. Words cannot describe how 
much I am thankful for this scholarship. It has brought me joy every 
second that I think about it, and I can’t want to truly succeed 
without the thought of money looming over me. The work you 
donors do is truly inspiring and incredible, and knowing there are 
people out there like you gives me chills. Thank you for donating, 
for giving me this opportunity that I will never forget and believing 
in me.  

Genesis 
Etemad-far 
Bridgeport, CT 
Communications 

NCC was a blessing in 
my life. Thanks to the 
faculty and staff, I was 
able to gain my confidence back as a student, but most importantly 
as a person. They guided me throughout my time at NCC. Also, NCC 
showed me the value of education, and how many doors can open 
for you. I started NCC as an English as a Second Language student 
and graduated with an associate degree and a certificate. This 
makes me very proud of myself, and super thankful for the college. 
Thanks to NCC, I can say that education is the key to success.  

I have faced some educational challenges in my life. These include 
the English barrier, discrimination, and not having enough learning 
materials. Personal challenges including overcoming my parents' 
divorce and overcoming my mom's deportations, but the biggest 
challenge in my life I am facing now – I lost my only brother to a 
car accident two months ago. All the challenges that I had to face 
before are nothing compared to this one. Waking up every morning 
to the same situation, to the same emptiness, to the same pain is 
something I was never prepared for. This event has changed my life 
forever. I'm still figuring it out. It has been extremely hard for me. 
But NCC faculty and staff were also there for me when this event 
happened in my life, and I will be forever thankful for them. 

To the donor that funded my scholarship, I have a million things to 
say to you. But the first one is thank you. Thank you for believing in 
someone that you don't even know. I would love to meet you and 
get advice from you. With the help that you are giving me, you are 
changing my life. And I hope to God to one day give back to my 
community even more than the support I have received. I want to 
share with you that one of my dreams is building a Foundation for 

orphans. I want them to feel that they are not alone, that we care 
about them, that their life has a purpose, and that there is always 
hope. Thank you once again. God Bless You! 

Dax Generoso Norwalk, CT 
Fire Science – Arson investigation 

NCC was the start of my college journey, and it gave me everything I 
needed from a school. I saved money, I was able to excel in smaller 
class sizes, I had friendly professors and a great student body. All 
my time at NCC was memorable and I am very thankful that is where 
I chose to start.  

I would say the biggest challenge in my life so far has been dealing 
with loss.I chose my major because it intrigued me and continues 
to amaze me. I also have goals to be involved at a firehouse and 
having a degree in that field would be very beneficial for my future.  

I want to thank the donors and everyone at the Foundation for 
helping me on my college journey. I truly couldn’t do it without your 
help. It means so much to me, I won’t let you down. 

Erica Nieves Norwalk, CT 
Criminal Justice – 
Investigative Services 
My experience at NCC has helped shape 
my life in the most positive way. During 
my time here, I learned what it means 
to be a productive student to both my 
peers and community. I have become 
even more dependable and diligent because of memorable profes-
sors such as Professors Seaborn and Riley, both from the wonderful 
Criminal Justice Career Program. An important lesson I have 
learned is to put myself in a position to offer guidance and influence 
positive change in my community and in the criminal system in my 
near future. I hope my noteworthy experiences at NCC can carry 
with me to the University of New Haven.  

The biggest challenge I have faced in life is my family turning their 
backs on me including my mother and siblings. Death of grandpar-
ents and family members, divorce and my father replacing me with 
his girlfriend’s daughter, greed and disloyalty are just a few minus-
cule examples of challenges that have left my mental health in 
disarray. These challenges have affected me for a while because I 
don't believe I will ever receive an apology. I am proud to say that I 
have begun to heal and love myself for who I am, and not what 
others want me to be. Not only that, I have also learned that true 
healing cannot be dependent on an apology.  

What would I say to the donors who funded my scholarship? Thank 
you. Thank you for giving a first generation, Latinx woman a chance 
in this dog-eat-dog world. Thank you for your kindness and 
support. Thank you for believing in me and seeing my fullest poten-
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ture and my passion grew even stronger. To this day, I volunteer, 
work with animals, and even have a family business of dog-sitting.  

I really appreciate that everyone has faith in me to be successful, 
and it is truly an honor that my academic capabilities have shown 
that you all want to be a part of my final years of college by helping 
me obtain my bachelor’s degree. With this financial assistance, I can 
afford to live on campus, and finally get the college experience I 
have been dreaming of. Thank you for believing in me and 
supporting me as I show my academic potential and proficiency. 
The NCC Foundation has helped and encouraged me and others, 
and I am so excited to see current and future NCC students will 
receive the same opportunities that I have. I am grateful that there is 
a community that invests in college achievement. I cannot thank you 
enough. 

Luis Quesada 
Norwalk, CT 
English Major 

My experience at NCC 
helped me by 
providing an afford-
able place to evaluate 
varying career paths. I entered college thinking I would major in 
engineering, while taking art classes to possibly double-major in 
art. Then I considered majoring in Japanese and wound up in 
accounting before finally selecting English. That is why I chose NCC. 
I lacked both experience and confidence in what I wanted to do. My 
assessment of various career paths would have cost a fortune at a 
four-year university, but at NCC the expenses were light, yet the 
number of good teachers was not. Some memorable professors 
from NCC were my Japanese teacher, Yumi McCarthy and one of my 
accounting professors, Cheryl McGuire. I have maintained contact 
with Yumi and spoken with both outside of class about career 
options and general life events.  

The biggest challenge I have faced in life was this past year’s 
pandemic-induced requirements. The restrictions on campus atten-
dance and general isolation impeded my learning like nothing 
before. But while one cannot control a situation, one can control 
one’s reaction to it. Since the commencement of the summer break, 
I have taken countermeasures such as involving myself in more 
community activities, improving my sleep schedule, improving my 
usage of free time by constantly reading, and using journals to track 
what I have accomplished every day, what to be thankful for, what I 
did wrong, what I did right, and what I could do to improve. 
Although the pandemic is now all but ending, these actions have 
already taken effect on my productivity, and I look forward to a 
campus setting where I can truly temper them. During my time at 
NCC, a significant development occurred. I earned an endorsement 
from my teacher. Halfway through last semester, one of my English 

professors met with me after class to tell me that he saw a future in 
academia for me. While I do not yet plan on pursuing a PhD, 
studying English at UConn will help me achieve my professional goal 
of earning an editorial or teaching position, in addition to my 
personal goal of authorship.  

I give my thanks to the considerate donors who funded this indis-
pensable scholarship. Many thanks to the men and women, kind 
patrons and generous benefactors, who kept the students in their 
thoughts, and whose grants are not just appreciated but needed. 
They are always remembered on a student’s long journey to a better 
tomorrow. On the myriad occasions when I am overcome with self-
doubt, there is a list of things I remind myself of, such as the people 
who pushed me forward. Friends, family, professors, classmates, 
and role models obviously but also, scholarship donors. Struggle is 
a gift, and without the donors I would not even have had the oppor-
tunity to prove myself worthy of my struggle. I will be keeping the 
donors in my prayers, asking that they be given the strength to fight 
through whatever struggle life throws at them just as they give me 
strength to do likewise. 

Kelly Recinos 
Norwalk, CT 
Economics 
My experience at NCC 
has helped change my 
outlook on life and, in 
addition has taught me 
that life isn't a straight path. I know that to get to a certain destina-
tion, there will be obstacles to overcome in specific situations. I was 
impatient trying to transfer to another four-year institution too soon, 
not realizing how many opportunities I would miss out on. Because 
of this not so straight path, I ended up staying at NCC another year. 
During my time here, I met so many different students and profes-
sors that impacted me in their own ways and added to the love I 
have for this school. As a result of my experience, I willingly choose 
to let others know what I saw and felt at NCC, and that it is an 
opportunity that one shouldn’t let go.  

Being a first-generation Latina, the application process, financial 
aid, and the million questions I had before starting and still have 
while in school, as well as the entire college experience, were and 
continue to be my challenges. I had to figure everything out on my 
own, as well as translate everything for my parents so that they 
could participate in the experience. I have worked extremely hard 
to get to where I am now, but I recognize that it's still an uphill 
battle. It is a struggle I am slowly but steadily overcoming. I realize I 
am not the first or last person to go through this, which gives me 
hope that many others have succeeded despite feeling defeated by 
everything.  

To the donors who have funded my scholarship, I want you to know 
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experiencing added financial stress. Instead, I am comfortably able 
to afford the remaining balance for my courses after my scholar-
ships have been applied. I thank you, and my family thanks you. 

Lindsay Bosquet 
Stamford, CT 
Nursing BSN – MSN 

The wonderful experience at 
Norwalk Community College 
shaped my life by increasing 
my confidence level and 
building interpersonal skills to serve my community as a Registered 
Nurse. I learned how to seek assistance when I encountered chal-
lenges in any area of my life and persevered in finding a solution. I 
learned how to apply resilience in my life from the experience of 
completing the NCC nursing program. My favorite memory is the 
supportive relationships with the faculty members and students. The 
knowledge gained from NCC is helping me excel with my academic 
journey at Walden University. I am NCC proud and recommend it to 
my family and friends. 

The first challenge I've faced in my life was losing my father in 2011 
due to a stroke. The second challenge was getting a COVID-19 
infection in 2020. It is emotionally traumatic to lose a loved one. I 
suffered from depression after losing my father. I overcame that 
challenge by developing a personal relationship with God and 
attending therapy sessions. With the grace of God, I found hope and 
motivation to take steps to move forward in life. After getting 
COVID-19, I had life-threatening symptoms and I prayed to God to 
heal and help me recover from the infection. I am very grateful that 
I am a survivor of the COVID-19 disease and live my life with a 
purpose. 

Nursing is my major because I believe it is my calling from God. I 
discovered that I wanted to become a nurse when I cared for my 
late father in high school. His nurses inspired me to join this 
rewarding profession. My goal is to become an Adult-Gerontology 
Nurse Practitioner and serve my community to provide high-quality 
care to the patients. I enjoy working with the geriatric population 
because they teach me about their lives through storytelling, and I 
teach them how to manage their health conditions. It is a win-win 
situation and a rewarding experience to hear their wisdom. I feel 
honored that I can positively impact the lives of my patients as their 
Registered Nurse. Ultimately, I want to have my own business 
working in a medical office to become a primary care provider to 
help treat and prevent health conditions among the geriatric 
population. 

I want to thank all the donors for positively impacting my life by 

investing in my education. This scholarship award will provide 
financial stability to afford my classes at Walden University. I want to 
share that I currently have a GPA of 3.80 and I am a goal-oriented 
individual, eager to complete my program successfully. I am excited 
for the future and I intend to continue my education after the bach-
elor’s degree to earn a Master of Science in Nursing 
Adult-Gerontology as a Primary Care Nurse Practitioner. I am deter-
mined to make a positive impact on the lives of the elderly 
population and their families. Thank you for being an enormous 
part of my academic journey. 

Fariha Akte 
Stamford, CT 
Financial Accounting 

NCC has opened the door full of diver-
sity and opportunity. When I arrived in 
the United States, I was confused about 
how I could manage my education cost 
and earn my degree. Which college would be the right choice for 
me? NCC was the institution that helped me pursue my associate 
degree with lower cost and high quality. At first, I worked two part-
time jobs, and later with the help of financial aid and the 
Foundation scholarship, I was able to pay my full tuition.  

The lesson I have learned most is to value and accept everyone with 
respect. I never felt that I was being judged. Everything was new to 
me, but my professors, classmates, friends, and other staff were 
welcoming and helpful. They taught me to value and help each 
other of every race and religion without judging. NCC has offered 
me a high quality of education and prepared me with a strong basis 
to successfully earn my bachelor's degree in a four-year college. 
The experience was unexpected and beautiful. 

The recent biggest challenge I have faced is to maintain my grades 
while the whole house was affected by coronavirus. My dad had to 
hospitalized. I took care of him; however, I did not drop my classes. 
In my head, I was stubborn that I can do it and I will. Everything 
will be fine. So yes, this Spring 2021 I have faced it and overcome it 
and I am happy how it turned out. 

I am writing to thank you for your generous Leap Scholarship. I am 
delighted and appreciative to learn that I am selected as the recip-
ient of your award. Your kindness has inspired me. Your gift 
provides me financial support for my education and an investment 
in my future dreams and reaching my fullest potential. It lowers my 
stress and permits me to focus more on studies and extracurricular 
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tial. You have given me an opportunity like no other. You have 
allowed me passage to further my education without fear of whether 
I will ever be able to attend a university beyond two years at a 
community college. Again, thank you, I will take this opportunity 
and make you proud. I promise you that. 

Malik Lauture 
Stamford, CT 
BS in Nursing 
My experience at Norwalk 
Community College helped and 
shaped my life significantly. My 
introduction to NCC was 
through the summer bridge intensive math program. With this 
program, my math skills were brought from remedial to college 
level. This was only the first of many countless resources presented 
to me by NCC. The tutoring center provided me with student tutors 
who understood the material and the thought processes of their 
fellow students. This ensured I had the support I needed outside of 
the office hours of any given professor. The food pantry was a life-
line for me as a student in my first couple of years at NCC. There I 
was able to save money to put towards classes and a car. The NCC 
gym provided me with a space to relieve stress and improve atten-
tion. An important lesson I learned was to focus and say no to 
distractions. 

The biggest challenges I have faced in my life had to be the road to 
completing the nursing program. Each challenging prerequisite 
class gave me a chance to look deeper within myself. With chem-
istry, I learned the value of practicing questions. Chemistry was a 
subject I struggled with due to the lack of time and attention I 
presented to it. The second time I took chemistry, I put forth the 
effort required to do well. Another challenge I have faced in my life 
is the NCC Nursing program. This program proved to be quite the 
adjustment when I had received some of the lowest scores I had 
ever received since my time at NCC. I learned the value of team-
work, as I had to get over my perception of going it alone and being 
okay working with classmates. 

I chose Nursing as my major because I have always wanted to help 
people. I was inspired to pursue Nursing because of my uncle who 
is also a Nurse. When visiting him in Texas, he took my cousin, 
brother, and me on a tour of the hospital where he worked. There I 
was able to see what nurses do. He then took us to watch a surgery 
live. I found this to be an amazing experience, so much so that it lit 
a flame within me to pursue nursing at the baccalaureate level so 
that I may help people within the hospital setting. 

To the donors who funded my scholarship, I want to take this 
opportunity to express my deepest and most sincere appreciation 
for your kindness and generosity. Thank you for giving selflessly to 
further the education of people who come from backgrounds such 
as my own. As a first-generation Caribbean American raised by a 
single mother, your generous donations helped me to believe in 
myself as a student. Your generosity made it so that my mother is no 
longer paying bills by herself and that my brothers have a role 
model within the household to look up to. Thanks to your gener-
osity I am finally able to help my family, as well as countless other 
families, in ways I never thought possible. 

Andrew Venditti Wilton, CT 
Nursing 

Before I registered at Norwalk Community College, I did not believe 
I would ever graduate from college. Previously, I had been working 
at a series of minimum wage jobs. I registered for a summer course 
to see what it would be like to go back to school. It was not as scary 
as I thought it would be. I wish I could go back in time and return 
to the classroom earlier. The teachers and advisors were very 
supportive and helped me the entire way. Now I am pursuing my 
bachelor’s degree while working as a Registered Nurse at Yale New 
Haven Hospital. 

One of the biggest challenges I have faced in my life was dealing 
with my mother being terminally ill. Growing up, and into my adult 
life, I was always very close with my mother. About six years ago she 
was diagnosed with inoperable pancreatic cancer. When I was not 
in class or working, my free time was spent taking care of her and 
bringing her to appointments or infusions. She lived for over five 
years until she finally succumbed to her illness. One of the things 
that I am most grateful for is that she was able to see was me grad-
uate from college. 

I chose to be a nursing major for several reasons. One was because 
I have always felt that I needed to be working in a profession where 
I could help people directly, especially through difficult life situ-
ations. Being an inpatient cardiac nurse, I am interacting with 
patients and their families at some of the most difficult moments of 
their lives. I am proud that I get to be there to try and help them 
through that tough time. The other major motivator behind 
choosing to major in nursing was seeing the positive influence my 
mother’s nurses had on her during her illness. I truly believe that 
without the kindness and compassion she felt while receiving care, 
she would have not had the will to fight for as long as she did. 

To the donors who have funded my scholarship, I would like to 
express my gratitude. Your kindness and generosity have been a 
major influence in shaping my life. Without the financial support I 
have received, I would not have been able to pursue my associate 
degree. I would have continued to struggle financially in low-wage 
positions. Now that I am pursuing my bachelor’s degree, I would be 
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Khatrina Miranda Norwalk, CT 
Accounting 
NCC has shaped me in many ways by being able to afford to go to 
college, get an associate degree despite my legal status, and save 
money for my legal fees. My experience at NCC shaped me to be 
humbler and more challenged. Going into my freshman year, I had 
thought NCC would not be difficult since it was a community 
college. I thought wrong. NCC classes are still college-level and can 
still be challenging. But I was blessed enough to have a professor 
like Professor Romeo that pushed me to pursue my career as an 
Accountant. I learned through him, with consistent studying and 
applied critical thinking. I can fully understand Accounting. 
Professor Romeo has given me the confidence that I can become an 
Accountant. I am grateful to have been his student. 

The biggest challenge that I've faced in life was during this 
pandemic. Being financially stable while being a full-time student 
was strenuous. Since I am still in the process of getting my green 
card, I was not able to receive any stimulus check and solely relied 
on my savings account and a part-time job. My father became a 
part-time employee and most of my income went to the rent and 
groceries. I am eager to graduate and begin work so I started as 
early as possible taking classes towards my bachelor’s degree at 
Western Connecticut State University. Things have become even 
more difficult since I started my classes at Western online as a full-
time student and have two jobs. I was blessed enough not to worry 
as much about my finances with school because of the generosity of 
the NCC Foundation.  

I want to thank all of you for your support, your generosity, and 
your selflessness in helping me meet my educational and personal 
goals. From the bottom of my heart, I am humbled and honored, 
and grateful to receive such an award for the last year of education. 
Your generosity has alleviated many of my financial burdens 
throughout the years. Because of this scholarship, I am two 
semesters away from becoming an Accountant. Thank you for 
believing in me and for investing in my future. I promise that I will 
fulfill the goals that I've set and that your investment will have a 
return. Again, thank you all for being such blessings in my life. I 
truly am grateful. May the Lord bless you all!  

Alba Pinto 
Norwalk, CT 
Accounting 
At NCC, I had an extraordinary experi-
ence that I will never forget especially 
because I met people and professors not 
only gifted with knowledge but also very supportive. When I was 
given the opportunity to be part of the honors program, I experi-
enced working under pressure but also learned that not only should 
I learn for my own well-being but also for others. I learned that we 
must do what we like but seek the benefit of humanity. Also, when I 
was volunteering at the NCC Pantry, I noticed that many students 
would come for snacks and then run to avoid being late for their 
class. I like that these types of services exist at NCC, and we need to 
continue providing services so that many young people can meet a 
need and fulfill their dreams. Many thanks to Hannelore Moeckel-
Rieke, Jonathan McMenamin-Balano and the NCC Foundation for 
your support. 

The biggest challenge I have had in life has been to continue my 
education. When I went to school in my country of origin (Guate-
mala,) I had to walk a lot, walk on a muddy road, and cross a river. 
However, the biggest challenge has been not having money to pay 
for college expenses. When I started attending NCC, I took an ESL 
class to improve my English, but I thought that class would be the 
first and last class I would take at NCC since I did not have enough 
money to pay for it. I did not know that I could apply for financial 
aid and ignored the existence of NCC Foundation. If I have reached 
where I am now, it is thanks to the support of the financial aid and 
NCC Foundation.  

To the donors who funded my scholarship, I want to say from the 
bottom of my heart, thanks for believing in me and for giving me the 
opportunity to continue to pursue my dream. Infinite thanks for 
your support, because without knowing who I am you decided to 
help me. I have enormous admiration for what you do, and 
although I may never be able to pay for the help I received, I hope 
that one day, and if circumstances allow, I will follow your example 
in supporting other students so that they can fulfill their dreams as 
well. Thanks for having faith in me. I am working hard, and I am 
confident that very soon I will achieve the goals that I have set for 
myself at WCSU. Once again, many thanks to the NCC Foundation for 
their unconditional support. 
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work, allowing me to maintain my academic progress. I promise I 
am working very hard. Thanks to you again. 

Ana Diaz 
Stamford, CT 
Justice and Law 
Administration, 
Legal Studies 

My experience at NCC shaped my life by teaching me to value myself 
as a person and as a student. Professors and even entire courses 
encouraged me to view my talents, strengths, and beliefs as useful in 
working towards success in my career, as well as in simply blessing 
others. For example, in my Humanities class, I had the nerve-
racking opportunity to sing for a final project. I had never done this 
at school. However, my classmates were very touched by the presen-
tation and my professor recognized the talent I doubted. I will never 
forget Dr. Lubin, my biology professor, who was not afraid to speak 
of controversial issues with us individually when we brought them 
up. She listened to my questions and honestly answered them, 
teaching me that I can always stay true to who I am no matter what 
setting I find myself in.  

The biggest challenge I have faced in life so far occurred in 2016. I 
was a sophomore heading into my junior year of high school, when 
my family received the news that my father had stage 4 terminal 
cancer. He is the main source of income for our home; thus, all the 
dreams my sisters and I held of being able to afford college, have 
him walk us down the aisle at our weddings, and one day of having 
him meet his grandchildren came to an abrupt standstill. However, 
this process taught me valuable lessons, including the importance 
of living each day to the fullest. Through the example of my mother, 
I realized the great capacity we have in showing sacrificial love and 
caring for others. I have seen the power of faith, for God always 
provided for our needs. Best of all, my dad is still alive today! 

To the donors who funded my scholarship, no vocabulary in any 
language exists that would do justice in expressing my gratitude. 
Thank you for believing in me without knowing me personally and 
for cheering me on with your support. Higher education would not 
be a plausible option for me if it was not for people like you, who 
sow in good soil, eagerly expecting to receive an abundant harvest. 
With God’s help, I will do my very best to honor this hope, with 
every degree awarded, every grade earned, and most importantly, 
with every person helped. Again, thank you for joining me in this 
journey towards a better future not only for me, but for the genera-
tions that will follow.  

Laura Lailhacar 
Norwalk, CT 
Business Administration 

NCC helped me build my life in this 
country. When I arrived in the US in 
2002, I wanted to have a nice job, but 
I couldn’t even speak English. It was going to be a long way to reach 
my dream. NCC helped me reach my dream. As I get closer, I’m 
reminded that it took a lot of time and effort and sometimes it didn’t 
seem possible but NCC helped me to keep hope. People like 
Professor Steiz made me feel proud of myself even as the oldest 
student sometimes. Professors Failla, Wilson, Glazer and Jackson all 
inspired me and helped along with a lot more staff at NCC that made 
my time there unforgettable. I enjoyed sharing classes with young 
students, some who were even 16 years old. I can’t wait to finish my 
degree and get involved in any activity at NCC that helps students 
like the NCC community helped me.  

My biggest challenge is managing family and school. After many 
years of trying, moving here from another country and having to 
learn a new language, being in this position of almost reaching my 
dream of getting a bachelor’s degree feels almost like a dream. Until 
then, I must balance school, keeping a home and raising children. I 
imagine anyone going to University or College feels it can be chal-
lenging but I also feel that the extra load makes it a bit extra heavy. 
At the same time, the reward of finally reaching my goal despite 
these obstacles would be extra special for me and my family and 
this community as it was a group effort. I was not alone. My family 
and this community were with me.  

I want to say thank you to the donor whose scholarship I received. 
You made an incredible difference in my life. You gave me the 
opportunity to make my dreams come true. I am also thinking of a 
lot of students like me that have a dream and have potential and 
they can’t study because they don’t have enough resources. I 
thought about my kids when I went to school, and I thought how 
wonderful the Foundation is because you are helping those students 
and me to have a better life. Thanks to the Foundation, we don’t 
waste brilliant minds that probably without your help we can’t 
discover. Please keep helping all the students at NCC because 
without your help, the possibilities to have a better life never would 
come. 
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The biggest challenge I have faced in my life thus far is growing up 
with a mother who is mentally ill. My childhood was far from 
normal as it was difficult for me to navigate and live a happy and 
stable childhood. My mother created a lot of stress and trauma in 
mine as well as my brother's life. It was not until I started therapy 
where I realized my mother's behaviors were the result of the 
mental illness that consumed her. I learned a lot about her mental 
illness, Borderline Personality Disorder (BPD), as well as many 
other illnesses in my Abnormal Psychology class at Norwalk 
Community College. My past is one of the main reasons why I want 
to be a social worker, professionally helping individuals, mentally 
and physically, and live a healthier and more secure life.  

If I were in the presence of the donors who funded my  scholarship, 
I would thank the donors for awarding me the Leap Transfer Schol-
arship. With so many other hard-working applicants, it is a great 
honor to receive such an award. With the money from this scholar-
ship as well as two others, I did not have to take out any student 
loans for the 2020-2021 semester. I can promise you that I will 
continue to stay focused, determined, and participate in self-care 
activities during my last year at Western as well as my future 
 educational career. I will continue to work hard as I believe my 
patience, intelligence, and work ethic will be the most important 
factors for me to achieve all the goals I have set for myself. Thank 
you so much, again to the donors who funded this scholarship.  

Tommy Solano-Szostek 
Norwalk, CT 
Graphic Design 
NCC has done more than shape my life. 
It changed it completely. I learned a lot 
about myself and my future. Going into 
NCC, I wanted to do animation. It turns 
out that wasn't going to be the case. Taking the animation class with 
Ken Lalli made me realize my true passion in life, which was 
graphic design. Between Ken Lalli and Joe Fucigna, I was pushed to 
the moon. Anytime I would hand something in or think I had 
finished, they would tell me I could do better and I would. I'm truly 
honored to have been able to take their classes and learn from 
them. I will never forget my NCC experience with all of my highest 
achievements and my biggest struggles.  

I have had many challenges in life, between personal and schooling. 
But a major challenge I've had to face at NCC was Algebra 136 and 
Science 181. I have struggled with a learning disability since I can 
remember. My mind has a hard time processing numbers and 
equations and it's hard for me to think that way. I'm very much 
right-brained, creative. I had to spend twice the amount of time and 
work twice as hard as everyone else just to keep up. I even failed 
algebra one semester. But when I took it again, I spent much time 
with tutors and on homework, all while balancing a job and four 

other classes. In doing this, I now know that I can take on any 
workload. It really taught me how hard I can push myself and how I 
can do it. I passed with an A and was over that hurdle.  

What I would like to say to the donors is thank you so much for 
giving me the opportunity to go to an amazing school and further 
develop myself as a designer. It truly means the world to me. With 
this scholarship, I don't have to work as much and don’t have the 
stress of figuring out how to pay for school. I can focus on my 
classes with no worries. I will always put 110% into everything I do. 
I am very excited to take the next step into my life and see where it 
goes from here. Thank you again! 
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Jared Sierra 
Stamford, CT 
History 

One of the lessons I learned from 
my experience at NCC is that I 
should follow the advice of my professors and peers. Without the 
help of the people I encountered through my classes, I would have 
had a harder time in those classes. Another lesson is to make the 
best of times from how to manage my time to how to enjoy the time 
in my classes or outside school. It was difficult to learn this advice. 
It took me a long time to improve my time management, but by the 
last semester, I think I used my time properly. 

Adapting to a new country was one of my biggest challenges along 
with having to make new friends and learn a new language. These 
were challenges I struggled with the most in my life, especially the 
part where I need to communicate and learn school subjects in a 
language that I was not comfortable with or understood. English is 
still a problem for me, from the accent to understanding people, 
but I find it fun to learn new words that I have never heard. 

Changes and adapting are probably still the biggest challenges. Not 
knowing what to do, how to manage money, or apply for a new job, 
or how to get a job in the field of my studies. I will face many larger 
challenges that involve changes in my life, and it may take time to 
adapt, but that is life after all. 

I am immensely grateful because of this scholarship. I can save 
money for upcoming semesters and other recreational matters. I 
won't have to worry as much with this scholarship backing me up 
through my first semester at WCSU. The scholarship is a chance that 
I was thankfully given by the donors, and I hope I will honor them. 
Because of them and the NCC Foundation, I have a secure year at 
WCSU, and I want to let the donors know that I will work hard to 
improve in my classes. 

Obed Sierra 
Stamford, CT 
Social Work 

My experience at Norwalk 
Community College shaped my 
life in a positive way by allowing me to continue my education. 
Without NCC, I am not sure what other options I would have had. I 
do not think that I would have been able to continue with my educa-
tion without the accessibility of NCC. I probably would have had to 
follow the same path as other undocumented immigrants such as 
jumping into the work force with physically taxing jobs and low 
paying wages. NCC gave me access to a great education at an afford-
able price that allowed me to prepare myself for a 4-year college. 

The biggest challenge I have faced and currently face is being an 
undocumented person in the United States. There are not that many 

services that are accessible to undocumented individuals in the 
country, I am thankful to be in the State of Connecticut that accepts 
and supports immigrants. The state grants us with the privileges that 
many other states bar the undocumented from accessing. Privileges 
include driver’s licenses, in-state tuition for higher education, and 
access to a limited form of financial aid. These types of privileges 
help ease the constant stress that one must deal with every day. 
Being undocumented in this country goes beyond just missing a 
piece of paper, it affects all aspects of my life, from friendships, 
relationships, to professional. 

I would like to say that I am beyond thankful to the scholarship 
donors who have no idea how grateful I am to them. I am so 
thankful that it is hard for me to put it in words how I feel. I would 
like to say that their support has been life changing for me. Their 
support has helped me to dedicate more time to school for the past 
year and put the worry of money as an afterthought rather than 
main stage. For the past year the incertitude that COVID 19 brought 
did not help anyone. The fear of losing a source of income, or even 
one’s well being made the stress shoot through the roof. The 
support given to me by the Foundation and its donors has been life 
changing and I cannot find the words to express how much they 
have contributed to improving my life and concentration on my 
education. I hope that the results from the past two semesters stand 
as proof that I really want to be a social worker and not waste 
anybody’s time or money. Thanks to your support I will be able to 
achieve my dreams. Thank you. 

Emily Slavick 
Bethel, CT 
Social Work 
My experience at 
Norwalk Community 
College (NCC) has 
helped me substantially in my educational career thus far. My class-
mates and professors truly impacted my life positively and I will 
always cherish my time at NCC. Norwalk Community College was the 
start of my career as a future social worker. My Human Services 
classes, and my internship at the George Washington Carver Center 
truly cemented that social work is the field for me. I fell in love with 
the work, enjoyed writing papers, and openly expressed my life 
experiences which was a great way of connecting with not only my 
professors, but my classmates. Professor Sue Zuanelli was not only 
one of the best professors I have ever had, but a great mentor and 
friend. She guided me throughout my journey at NCC beginning in 
January 2017. From 2017-2020, she advised me as not only a 
student, but as a grown woman trying to figure out her future. All 
the advice she has given me, all the stories and experiences she has 
told, I will remember for the rest of my life. Without our encounter, 
I do not believe I would be the student nor woman I am today. 
Thank you, Professor Sue! 

– 28 –




