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INVESTING IN DREAMS SINCE 1965

Celebrating 60 years of opening doors to higher education

Dear NCCF Friends and Supporters,
| recently completed my first year at the Norwalk Community College Foundation, and | continue to be so
grateful for the opportunity to work in support of the mission of this amazing organization. Over the last
year, | have been inspired by the deep commitment our donors and supporters have to the success of
students on this campus. Many of you have supported our students for more than a decade, even multiple
decades. Your generosity has fueled the dreams of thousands of students who have studied here.

It has been a privilege to get to know the dedicated faculty and staff on this campus and work in
partnership with its leadership. Faculty and staff here work so hard to ensure that students receive the
resources and support they need to be successful. They challenge, encourage, mentor, and connect with
students. With their guidance and support, students build confidence, discover their passions, and achieve
things they didn’t think were possible.

Most inspiring of all has been getting to know the stories of our students and graduates. Helping our
determined students to pursue their higher education dreams is truly an honor. We look forward to
continuing to share their compelling messages of hope, resilience, and gratitude in our newsletters, annual
report, and on social media.

My first year ended on an incredible high note, as | attended Allied Health pinning ceremonies and the CT
State Norwalk Commencement. CT State Norwalk graduated its largest class of students since 2018 and
the largest class of nurses in its history. Witnessing the pride and emotion felt by students and their
families is an experience that will stick with me for a long time. With your help, we will proudly support
some of these students with transfer scholarships that allow them to achieve their bachelor’s degrees.

| look forward to the year ahead with immense gratitude to the NCCF team, our incredibly dedicated
board, the amazing CT State Norwalk faculty, staff, and leadership, and the students whose dreams and
aspirations unite us in a shared purpose.

With gratitude,
%Md o 20

Nancy von Euler
President and CEO

@ @NCCFOUNDATION @NCC‘FOUNDATION @NCC—FOUNDATIONAORG f@NORWALKCOMMUNITYCOLLEGEFOUNDATION
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WE'RE CELEBRATING OUR 60TH ANNIVERSARY WITH A NEW LOOK!

PY - o In recognition of our 60th Anniversary, we are excited to
- introduce a new logo for the Norwalk Community College
Foundation! Inspired by our students and supporters, the new

logo embodies the spirit of community coming together to

N o R WA L K support the college and career dreams of our students. Our
new logo celebrates the 60 years of impact that has been
COMMUNITY COLLEGE made possible by generous donors and provides energy and

Fo U N DAT I o N vibrancy as we embark on the next 60 years!

WHY | GIVE: GM O'CONNELL ON PAYING IT FORWARD

For GM O’Connell, giving back to the NCC Foundation began with a deeply personal connection
—his son’s time as a student at Norwalk Community College.

“Through my son’s stretch as a student at NCC (now CT State Norwalk), | was exposed to both
the successes and needs that students and faculty experience, as well as the need for support
services,” GM shared, "“especially the students who were bright, committed, and personally
struggling to balance their ambition with work, family commitments, and financial hardships.”

It was a conversation with then NCC Foundation board member, Joe Zimmel, that encouraged
GM to get more involved. What began as an introduction soon became a calling. GM became a
mentor, a financial supporter, and eventually, a Foundation board member himself.

What inspires him most is how even modest contributions can change lives.

“The fact that a little tuition money goes a long way, specifically
for those who use CT State Norwalk as a two-year stepping
stone to a full BA or BS, is particularly powerful.”

His passion is rooted in a strong belief in education equity and
the power of community colleges to open doors, especially for
students facing steep challenges.

Whether through scholarships, mentoring, or simply showing
up, GM's generosity is a testament to the ripple effect of
giving.

“The stories of so many of the scholarship recipients, especially
those who go on to earn transfer scholarships, stay with me,”
he said. “You may not always remember names, but you never

forget the impact.”
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT: NANCY VON EULER ON NORWALK TALKS

HOW THE FOUNDATION IS HELPING STUDENTS
THRIVE

e A e s - Check out Episode 4 of Norwalk TALKS featuring
PRESIDENT & CEO Nancy von Euler, President & CEO of the NCC

NANCY VON EULER ] . .

Foundation and outgoing Board Chair of Norwalk
ACTS.

FEATURED ON P _ Nancy talks about how the Foundation supports
NORWALKITALASIEODCAST] ' students and families through scholarships,

R NI \a . emergency aid, and community partnerships—and

; S 4" . how philanthropy helps open doors to higher
education.

It's an inspiring conversation about the real impact of
o=l this work and how the community can get involved.
LISTEN TODAY ¥, oo Tati Ml Listen anytime on Factory Underground Radio or

: =0 Spotify.

Norwalk TALKS is produced by Norwalk ACTS, a partnership
focused on helping every child in Norwalk thrive.

TRANSFER DREAMS IN MOTION

As the semester ended, many CT State Norwalk

68 TRANS F E R students were not just graduating, but they were

preparing for the next leg of their academic journeys.

SCHOLARSH I PS Thanks to support from donors and the NCC

Foundation’s Transfer Scholarship programs, several
AWARDED FOR 2025-2026 students are heading to four-year institutions this fall
ACADEMIC YEAR with more confidence and less financial strain. These
scholarships help students stay focused on their
education and remind them that their hard work is

31 NEW STUDENTS seen and supported.

For many, CT State Norwalk has been where they

37 RENEWALS found their direction, not just where they began. We

, , are proud to help support their dreams and excited to
see where they land next.
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BEYOND THE STAGE: INSIDE THE PINNING CEREMONIES
e

As the spring semester ended, CT State Norwalk nursing students gathered for something that
means more than just finishing school—the pinning ceremony.

While the nursing pinning ceremony is a long-standing tradition, it wasn't just nurses who were
honored. Medical Assistants, Physical Therapist Assistants, and Respiratory Therapists also
marked their transition from student to professional in these deeply meaningful celebrations that
honor compassion, perseverance, and the heart it takes to care for others.

Taking place in the days leading up to commencement, students proudly wore their uniforms to
the ceremonies and stood alongside the people who had supported them. This was a moment
that made juggling work schedules, family responsibilities, and demanding coursework all worth
it. It wasn't just a milestone; it was proof they made it.

Each student received a pin, a small item with deep meaning. Their instructors, who had
supported them through every clinical, exam, and difficult moment, were the ones to hand them
out. These pins marked more than just the end of their time at CT State Norwalk; they stood as
symbols of readiness and promises to serve.

At each ceremony, faculty and student speakers
acknowledged and expressed gratitude for the
Foundation’s critical role in supporting student
success. The ceremonies were a powerful
reminder of why we continue to support
education at CT State Norwalk. Behind every pin

is a journey. And behind every journey is a
future healthcare professional prepared to
serve, lead, and give back.

@
~—r
{

CT STATE NORWALK
ALLIED HEALTH STUDENTS!

Need help paying for scrubs, books, or exam
fees?
Get up to $1,700/year

Fast approval - Direct vendor payments
Covers required program costs (not tuition)

APPLY NOW

HTTPS J//TINYURL. COM;’5635N2NE 3’_‘.!



https://ncc-foundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Allied-Heath-Student-Support-Application-Form-Fillable_06-2025.pdf
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HEY 1990S & 2000S ALUMNI WE'D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU

YOUR STORY IS PART OF OUR LEGACY

Did you receive a scholarship, attend a Foundation-
supported event, benefit from emergency aid, or
connect with us in another way during your time at

ALUMNI

CONNEC'[ZONS

NCC? If the Foundation played a role in your college
journey, we want to hear from you.

As we reflect on the many ways alumni have shaped
this community, we're collecting stories across the
decades—and we've noticed that our 1990s and
2000s graduates have been a bit quiet. We know

c]3) CONNEC'I%D

those years were full of impact and connection, and

we'd love to reconnect. Fill out the form
Your experience can inspire others, honor the role &

the Foundation played in your life, and help us Share your
showcase the incredible reach of this alumni Story

community.

It's easy to participate: share online, by email,
phone or Zoom. ——
Let’s continue the story—together. NCC-FOUNDATION.ORG/NCCF-ALUMNI

SUMMER SNAPSHOT: HOW WE'RE STAYING ENGAGED

Even though the campus is quieter, summer is never slow at the NCC Foundation. This season
gives us time to refocus, reconnect, and prepare for the year ahead.

Right now, we are reviewing applications from our fall scholarship cycle. We are also hard at work
planning our 60th Anniversary celebration. The celebration will take place Thursday, October 23, at
Shore & Country Club in Norwalk. An invitation will be coming your way in early August; be sure to
mark your calendar.

Behind the scenes, we are preparing our annual report, and setting plans in motion for the fall
semester.

We are also taking time to evaluate the impact of this past year’s efforts and to set goals for what
comes next. What we learn now will help shape stronger campaigns and even more meaningful
support for our students.

If summer is quiet for you, we invite you to reach out and schedule a visit. We love catching up
with our supporters. Please reach out to Nancy von Euler at nancy.voneuler@ctstate.edu if you

would like to schedule a call, visit and/or tour.


https://ncc-foundation.org/nccf-alumni/
mailto:nancy.voneuler@ctstate.edu
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IANCE

e .. 60 Years of Building Bright Futures

ST S T R e T ¢ NORWALK
LI i e o1 l"::_.. - 5 ik FLi COMMUMITY COLLEDE

Join us for an inspiring evening where community leaders,

educators, and philanthropists come together to
celebrate the transformative power of education. Enjoy an
elegant dinner, engaging speakers, and exciting auction
moments—all in support of student success.
Proceeds from A Night of Brilliance: 60 Years of Building
Bright Futures benefit the Norwalk Community College
Foundation, helping to remove barriers, fund

GO TO scholarships, and create life-changing opportunities for

NCC-FOUNDATION.ORG/NCCE60 students at CT State Norwalk.
FOR MORE INFORMATION Together, we're building brighter futures—one student at

a time.

THANK YOU TO OUR EARLY EVENT SPONSORS

//7/ MERRILLﬁg.

A BANK OF AMERICA COMPANY

BANK OF AMERICA

mN mh @A ]
RING'S END BIGELOW. BMW of Darien

Since 1902 = FAMILY TEA DLENDERS $INCE 1045 = Family Owned. Customer Driven.

« EVERY GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE

Join us in making a college education accessible to everyone in Fairfield County.

ncc-foundation.org/make-a-donation
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